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ABBREVIATIONS — B.T.A. = Boyce Thompson Arboretum; of nesting being two adults with nine flightless ducklings s.e.
L.C.R. = Lower Colorado River; N.LR. = Navajo Indian Reservation; of Phoenix Aug. 15 (DS). Individual Ross’ Geese were found
P.R.D. = Painted Rock Dam; S.P.R. = San Pedro River. at Tucson from early October on (m.ob.), near Fairbank on the
upper S.P.R. (with 46 Snows) Nov. 4 (DK), and at Sierra Vista

CORMORANTS THROUGH RAPTORS — Olivaceous Nov. 19 (TC et al.). Six Ross’ flying with eight Snows at Topock
Cormorants put in a good showing this season with one at Marsh Oct. 31 furnished the only sighting of multiple birds
Guevavi Ranch near Nogales Aug. 29 (JB) and two more there (DS, RN). A very early Greater White-fronted Goose (wild bird?)
Sept. 25 (N. Guthkelch). Two to three birds were also present was found at Youngtown near Phoenix Aug. 24 (B. Richards).
in n.w. Tucson Sept. 15 into October (m.ob.). At the Buenos Aires N.W.R., where this species is proving to
Very surprising was an imm. Little Blue Heron at Ganado be a regular fall migrant, five were found Sept. 17 (CD). Another
L., N.IR., Aug. 23-Oct. 9 (RF, RN et al.). This provided not individual was in n.w. Tucson Oct. 29+ (DT et al.), and a flock
only one of the few fall records for the state, but also the first of 12 was observed at Topock Marsh Oct. 31 (DS, RN). A & Eur.

report for n. Arizona. Another immature was found at Men- Wigeon (without supporting details) at Montezuma Well near
ager’'s Dam, Tohono O’odham (formerly Papago) Indian Res- Camp Verde Nov. 17+ was a first for Yavapai County (CT et
ervation, Sept. 20 (SL). An imm. Tricolored Heron, a very sparse al.). An imm. ¢ Surf Scoter, a rare fall transient, was found at
fall visitor, was found at Green Valley s. of Tucson Nov. 6-11 the Chandler sewage ponds Oct. 27 (DS), and another individ-
(fDG, G. Porter et al.). ual was in Tucson Nov. 17-19 (RD). Even rarer was an imm.
Intriguing was the report of a flock of eight Fulvous Whis- White-winged Scoter (without supporting details) on a small
tling-Ducks at Prescott Nov. 13 ({BT). Most recent records for pond at B.T.A., Nov. 26+ (]S et al.).
the state have come from the L.C.R. Small numbers of Black- An Osprey at Wheatfields L., N.LR., Oct. 26 was very late
bellied Whistling-Ducks were widely reported from s.e. Ari- for that locality (GM). An ad. N. Goshawk in n. Phoenix Nov.
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Halloway, m.ob.). There had been only about 10 records for
the state prior to these.

A tame ad. Yellow Grosbeak, found on the unusual date of
Oct. 27 in Tucson, is probably best regarded as an escaped
cagebird, as it does not fit the established early June to mid-
August pattern for s. Arizona (f]. Notestine). Five Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were reported for the period, including a late male
at Portal Nov. 29 (W & SS). A ¢ Painted Bunting was observed
there Aug. 24 (fRM). Only two Dickcissels were reported, both
in s.e. Arizona. One flew over the upper S.P.R. near Hereford
Aug. 26 (DK), and another was found at Patagonia Oct. 3 (W.
Russell).

A singingadult and a fledgling Cassin’sSparrow Oct. 21 were
quite late for a recent nesting (TC). Three individual Clay-
colored Sparrows were reported for the period, with one on
the upper S.P.R., Sept. 16 ({DK), one e. of Show Low Sept. 20
(fRBr), and the last at Many Farms L. (without supporting de-
tails) Oct. 7 (CK). Fox Sparrows were more widely reported
than usual, with the earliest being one on the S. Fork of the
Little Colorado R., Sept. 20 (GR). Swamp Sparrows were re-
ported less commonly, but 10 at Cholla L., Oct. 24, were very
surprising (RBr). At least eight White-throated Sparrows were
found, most in November, but one was early at Ganado L.,
Sept. 30 (DS, SGa). Two imm. White-crowned Sparrows in
Kayenta Aug. 28 furnished the earliest lowland fall record for
the state (CL). Five McCown'’s Longspurs flying over Sierra
Vista Oct. 21 (TC) and two more near Winkleman on the lower
S.P.R,, Oct. 25 (DS) were in areas where the species is not
known to winter. A single Chestnut-collared Longspur flying
over Topock Marsh Oct. 31 was noteworthy (DS).

The only Bobolink reported was one at Becker L., Sept. 29
(DS, SGa). A late 8 Hooded Oriole was at B.T.A., Nov. 22 (DH).
A ¢ “Baltimore” N. Oriole, a very sparse vagrant to the state,
was in Prescott Aug. 19-23 (ph. V. & E. Miller).

Femﬁle-plufnaged “Baltimore” Northern Oriole at Prescott,
Ariz., August 1987. Photo/Virginia and Earl Miller.

Cardueline finches were generally widespread and widely
reported for the period. Small numbers of Purple Finches were
found around Prescott Oct. 19+ (CT), five were in n.w. Tucson
Nov. 11 (JB), one was at Apache Spring in the Whetstone Mts.,
Nov. 21 (SL), and three more were at B.T.A., Nov. 28-29 (CT,
DS). Few Cassin’s Finches were reported in the lowlands, with
the most unusual being a 2-plumaged bird at Katherine Land-
ing, L. Mohave, Oct. 31 (DS, RN). Red Crossbill was widespread
in the lowlands beginning in late October, with the most un-
usual again being one at Katherine Landing Oct. 31 (DS). Pine
Siskins first appeared at a Portal feeder Aug. 11 (W & SS), and
by early September they had appeared in the lowlands nearly
statewide. Lawrence’s Goldfinches also staged a minor invasion
from the Prescott region to the upper S.P.R., mostly singles
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and smallflocks, buta flock of about 60 birds was near Chandler
Oct. 27 (DS). An early Am. Goldfinch was found at B.T.A.,
Aug. 16 (CT). Evening Grosbeaks descended into the lowlands
also in small numbers during October, with up to six birds
present in a Phoenix yard (one ¢ bird present since July) Oct.
10-17 (L. Shaberly), fourat B.T.A., Oct. 19, with only two pres-
ent the following day (CT), and an injured bird found in Cave
Creek n. of Phoenix Nov. 6 (K. Ingram).
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