SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

he summer season was uneventful with no unusual

weather. However, an interesting variety of birds was
found, including a couple of unexpected shorebirds and
an unexpected number of eastern wood warblers.

ABBREVIATIONS — H.D.L. = Harper Dry Lake northeast of
Barstow; N.ES.S. = north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside;
S.B.M.N.H. = Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History; S.C.R.E.
= Santa Clara River Estuary near Ventura, Ventura; S.E.S.S.
= south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial. Place names in italics are
counties. As virtually all rarities found in s. California are seen
by numerous observers, only the observer initially identifying the
bird is included. Documentation is on file with the California Bird
Records Committee (c/o Don Robexson, 282 Grove Acre, Pacific
Grove, CA 93950) for all rarities listed in this report. Records sub-
mitted without documentation are not published.

SHEARWATERS TO STORKS — By far the most unusual bird
of the summer was a dark-morph Wedge-tailed Shearwater at
N.E.S.S. July 31 (REW, GMcC)—it was not only the 2nd ever to be
found in California and North America but it was also inland.
Robert L. Pitman (Atlas of Seabird Distribution and Relative Abun-
dance in the Eastern Tropical Pacific, 1986) indicates this species
occurs off w. Mexico to as far north as near the tip of Baja California,
and Warren B. King (Pelagic Studies of Seabirds in the Central
and Eastern Pacific Ocean, 1974) indicates relatively large numbers
of dark-morph birds present off w. Mexico in July. One can rea-
sonably speculate the July 31 bird reached the Salton Sea by way
of the Gulf of California from off w. Mexico, but I cannot sug-
gest why.

Brown Pelicans were more numerous than usual on the Salton
Sea with 500+ present at the end of the period (GMcC), but one
on Puddingstone Res., Los Angeles, July 25 (KR), three on L. Ma-
thews, Riverside, June 3 (AMC), and another near Lakeview, Riv-
erside, June 24 (AMC) were the only ones reported inland away
from the Salton Sea; each year these birds move northward from
the Gulf of California into the s.e. portion of this Region after nest-
ing. Five active Double-crested Cormorant nests at a deserted Great
Blue Heron nesting colony in Anaheim July 12 (DRW) provided
us with the first evidence for breeding in Orange and one of a
very few nesting records for the coastal mainland. At least 20 imm.
Magnificent Frigatebirds were seen along the coast, including ex-
ceptionally early individuals over Santa Barbara June 5 (SP) and
at Santa Catalina I. June 6 (ST), as well as four together at Balboa
June 28 (BA) and two that went to roost in Cayucos, San Luis
Obispo, during the evening of June 30 (GPS). Single birds at N.E.S.S.
July 2 (GMcC) & 31 (JO) were the only ones found inland.

The presence of two to three Am. Bitterns in the Prado Basin of
extreme n.w. Riverside throughout the summer (LRH) and a
“booming” bird near Imperial Beach during June (GMcC) strongly
suggested nesting at those 2 localities. Single Least Bitterns on
Vandenberg A.F.B. June 18 (KH) and at Oso Flaco L., San Luis
Obispo, July 5 (CM) were along the n. coast of the Region, where
considered rare. A pair of Great Egrets was seen nest building near
Imperial Beach during April (GMcC), but even though the birds
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were present through the summer there was no evidence of young;
17 occupied nests at Morro Bay S.P. in April (TME) are the only
active nests known in s. California away from the Salton Sea,
though small numbers now regularly summer along the coast. Up
to 20 Great Egrets were present in the Prado Basin during June
and July (LRH). Two pairs of Little Blue Herons successfully fledged
five young near Imperial Beach in early July (GMcC), and approx-
imately 15 were around s. San Diego Bay at the end of the month
(JO’B) along with one more in Carlsbad, San Diego, July 31 (SM).
About 80 ad. White-faced Ibis were at Piute Ponds near Lancaster,
Los Angeles, from May 25 through the end of the period (AS) with
several juveniles seen at the end of July (NBB, JLD) giving us the
first record for nesting in this area. Although small numbers were
present at various localities along the coast, along with up to 20
in the Prado Basin (LRH) and large numbers around the Salton
Sea, no other reports of nesting were received. An imm. Wood
Stork was at Piute Ponds near Lancaster in July (AS) for the 3rd
record ever for the desert region of e. California.

WATERFOWL — Fulvous Whistling-Ducks were more
numerous than usualaroundS.E.S.S., with approximately 100
present during July (GMcC), and nesting confirmed at Finney
L. and near Rock Hill. A Black-bellied Whistling-Duck at
S.E.S.S. July 2-10 (GMcC) furnished us with the 8th record for
this species in California. Two Ross’ Geese that initially arrived
in Lompoc in 1986 were still present July 4 (RPH), and the one
found at N.E.S.S. May 7 was still present at the end of the
period (MAP) to furnish us with the first summer records for
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W. Collins, Elizabeth Copper (San Diego), Alan M. Craig, Michael
Craig, Brian E. Daniels, Jon L. Dunn, Tom E. Edell (San Luis Ob-
ispo), Alan M. Eisner, Louis Fulmer, Kimball L. Garrett (Los An-
geles), Robb A. Hamilton, David C. Hatch, Loren R. Hays, Gjon
Hazard, Matt Heindel, Jeri Hershburg, Roger Higson, Ron P. Hirst,
Ken Hollinga, Mark A. Holmgren, Joseph R. Jehl, Eric V. Johnson,
Steve Laymon, Paul E. Lehman (Santa Barbara), Geoffrey and
Renee Levin (G & RL), Linda Lissy, Curtis Marantz, Betty and Ida
Mazin (B & IM), John McDonald (JMcD), Chet McGaugh (CMcG),
Robert McKernan (RMcK) (Riverside), Anthony Metcalf, Steve

Mludinov, Bob Neuwirth, John O’Brien (JO’B), Jerry Oldenettel,
Michael A. Patten, Peggy Peters, Sally Pierce, Kurt Radamaker,
Jim S. Royer ( Ventura), Rick Saval, Bill Schew (BiS), Brad Schram
(BrS), Dave Shuford, Arnold Small, Gregory P. Smith, Nancy States,
Sherry Teresa, Guy Tingos, Laurie Walton, Richard E. Webster,
Douglas R. Willick (Orange), Tom E. Wurster. An additional 50
some observers who could not be individually acknowledged sub-
mitted reports this season.—GUY McCASKIE, San Diego Natural
History Museum, Balboa Park, P.0O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA
92112.
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