SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

his was the most exciting fall migration period in re-

cent memory with 445 species reported. Members of
the Corvidae were clearly on the move, along with chick-
adees and nuthatches, and a flight of finches produced some
interesting reports. In addition, an exceptional number and
variety of vagrants from the East made for some very ex-
citing birding.

ABBREVIATIONS — F.C.R. = Furnace Creek Ranch in Death
Valley; L.A.C.M. = Los Angeles County Museum in Los Angeles;
L.S.UM.Z. = Louisiana State University Museum of Zoology in
Baton Rouge; N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside
Co.; S.B.C.M. = San Bernardino County Museum; S.C.R.E. = Santa
Clara River Estuary near Ventura; S.E.S.S. = south end of the Salton
Sea, Imperial Co., U.C.S.B. = University of California in Santa Bar-
bara. As virtually all rarities found in s. California are seen by
numerous observers, only the observer initially identifying the
bird is included. Documentation is on file with the California Bird
Records Committee (c/o Don Roberson, 282 Grove Acre, Pacific
Grove, CA 93950) for all rarities listed in this report, and records
submitted without documentation are not published.

LOONS THROUGH STORKS — Three Pacific Loons on L.
Perris, Riverside Co., Nov. 20 (CMcG) were inland. A Red-
necked Grebe, rare in s. California, in Cayucos, San Luis Obispo
Co., Nov. 24 (TME) was the only one reported.

During a scientific survey of the oceanic waters off s. Cali-
fornia and n. Baja California, Nov. 14-27, only 25 Black-footed
Albatrosses were encountered, all being s. of Los Angeles Nov.
18-21 (RRV), but nine Laysan Albatrosses were seen, all n. of
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Santa Barbara Nov. 24-27 (RRV), including one 10 mi off Goleta
Nov. 24, five 75 mi w.s.w. of Pt. Conception Nov. 25, and one
30 mi off Oceano Nov. 27. A N. Fulmar off San Diego Sept. 5
(JLD) had undoubtedly summered locally, but 50 off Pt. Con-
ception Nov. 25 (RRV) were winter arrivals. Ten Buller’s
Shearwaters off Morro Bay Sept. 26 (TME) were in an area
where this species undoubtedly occurs regularly, but a Short-
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