SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

t was a relatively mild winter except for a cold spell in

December, and it was exceptionally dry after the first
of the year. Fifteen species of flycatchers, 24 species of wood
warblers, three species of tanagers, and four species of ori-
oles indicates the variety of birds found wintering in
southern California, but these were all overshadowed by
a most cooperative Xantus’ Hummingbird in Ventura.

ABBREVIATIONS —F.C.R. = Furnace Creek Ranchin Death
Valley, Inyo Co.; N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside
Co.; S.C.R.E. = Santa Clara River Estuary near Ventura; S.E.S.S.
= south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial County. As virtually all
rarities found in s. California are seen by numerous observers,
only the observer initially identifying the bird is included. Doc-
umentation is on file with the California Bird Records Committee
(c/0 Don Roberson, 282 Grove Acre, Pacific Grove, CA 93950) for
all rarities listed in this report, and records submitted without
documentation are not published.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS — A Pacific Loon, rare in-
land, was on L. Perris, Riverside Co., all winter (RMcK), and
another was on L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara Co., Dec. 14-Feb.
2 (MAH). The largest concentration of Horned Grebes found
inland this winter was of 75+ on L. Perris Nov. 29+ (RMcK)
with much smaller numbers scattered throughout the Region.
A count of 2,500,000-3,000,000 Eared Grebes was made on the
Salton Sea Jan. 23 (RMcK), indicating the importance of this
body of water to this species in winter. Fifty thousand W./
Clark’s Grebes on the Salton Sea Jan. 23 (RMcK) was more
than formerly believed to winter on this lake. Thirty-two
thousand Am. White Pelicans on the Salton Sea Jan. 23 (RMcK)
supported the idea that this is a most important locality for
wintering birds of this species. Again a small number of Brown
Pelicans wintered on the Salton Sea with five to 10 present
during January and February (RMcK). A ¢ Magnificent Frig-
atebird over W. Covina, Los Angeles Co., Feb. 11 (DKA) was
not only unseasonable but also inland.

Eight Am. Bitterns in the Prado Basin, Riverside Co., Dec.
22 (LRH) was a large number for s. California. Two or three
Little Blue Herons around s. San Diego Bay throughout the
period (EC) were the only ones reported. The ad. Reddish Egret
that appeared on s. San Diego Bay Sept. 25 was still present
Mar. 12 (GMcC). The ad. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron first
found in the San Diego area during the fall of 1981 was present
in La Jolla Jan. 16+ (BW).

WATERFOWL — Up to two Tundra Swans near Lakeview,
Riverside Co., Nov. 17-Feb. 26 (AMC) were the southernmost
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of the 20+ reported away from the n.e. corner of the Region.
Up to two Greater White-fronted Geese in San Luis Obispo
Nov. 2-Dec. 19 (GPS) and two to four in Ventura throughout
the period were along the coast, where very few now are found
wintering, but 30 over Goleta Feb. 6 (EG) were undoubtedly
spring migrants. Three Ross’ Geese in San Luis Obispo Dec.
15-17 (GB); one around Lompoc, Santa Barbara Co., all winter
(KaH); and eight near Oceanside Dec. 26-Jan. 3 (GMcC) were
along the coast, where considered rare, and two in Lancaster,
Los Angeles Co., Dec. 20-Jan. 21 (JKA) were at an unusual
locality. A “Cackling” Canada Goose, rare in s. California, was
in Malibu Dec. 20+ (KLG), and another was near Norco, Riv-
erside Co., Jan. 18 (DH). Twelve Blue-winged Teal near Bak-
ersfield Dec. 19-20 (MH); 27 in Pico Rivera, Los Angeles Co.,
Jan. 2 (JSc); and a male at N.E.S.S. Feb. 14 (RPH) were all away
from the immediate coast. Some 30 Eur. Wigeon scattered
throughout the Region was an average number to be reported
in winter.

The & Tufted Duck found on Quail L., Los Angeles Co., Nov.
19 was still present Mar. 5 (KLG); the male found on L. Ca-
chuma Nov. 30 remained through Dec. 6 (PEL), and a female
was there Dec. 18-Feb. 17 (CM); and a male was in Hesperia,
San Bernardino Co., Dec. 6-11 (EAC). The & Harlequin Duck
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Jan. 9 (DLD), and in Coronado Jan. 3-Feb. 15 (RL) were low. A
(Gray-headed) Dark-eyed Junco in Santa Barbara Jan. 31-Mar.
4 (BBa) and another in San Luis Obispo Feb. 24+ (E]) were
unusually far north for along the coast. Up to seven McCown’s
Longspurs near Lakeview during December and January
(RMcK) were in an area where small numbers evidently occur
every year. The only Lapland Longspur to be reported was one
near Lakeview Dec. 24 (MAP), and the only Chestnut-collared
Longspurs reported were four at the same location on the same
day (MAP).

BLACKBIRDS, FINCHES — A Yellow-headed Blackbird
on Vandenberg A.F.B. Dec. 26 (KHo) was in an area where
considered very rare in winter. The Rusty Blackbird found in
Malibu Nov. 29 was still present Mar. 16 (KLG), and up to
three in Desert Center Dec. 23-Jan. 2 (BED) were the first for
Riverside County. A Great-tailed Grackle in Casitas, Ventura
Co., all winter (RJM); another in Seal Beach Jan. 13-Feb. 28
(JB); and two in Chula Vista Nov. 29-Feb. 21 (JO) were along
the coast. A Com. Grackle in Santa Barbara Dec. 29-Mar. 2
(MT) was only the 2nd ever found wintering in s. California.
Wintering Orchard Orioles included one in Carpinteria Feb.
17-Mar. 10 (KB), one in Ventura Feb. 6 (PEL), three together
in Irvine Dec. 26-Feb. 21 (DRW), a female in Coronado Dec.
6-Jan. 31 (GMcC), and an ad. male in Bonita Jan. 10-Feb. 7
(JO). Seven Hooded Orioles were found along the coast, with
one in los Osos Dec. 1-Feb. 10 (DK), three in the Santa Barbara
area, two more in Ventura, and one in La Jolla Feb. 14 (PEL),
which were more than normally expected. Of the 65+ N. Ori-
oles found along the coast, only three—single birds in Goleta
Dec. 19 (AB), Santa Barbara Dec. 20-Jan. 2 (JG), and Encino
Jan. 3 (SDu)—were “Baltimore.” A Scott’s Oriole in Borrego
Springs, San Diego Co., Feb. 13 (PP) was in an area where small
numbers probably winter regularly, but another in Santa Bar-
bara Dec. 21-Jan. 2 (JEL) was along the coast, where decidedly
rare.

Two Purple Finches at F.C.R. Feb. 7 (RAE) were at an un-
usual locality. Cassin’s Finches remained on Cuesta Ridge, San
Luis Obispo Co., through Jan. 7 (TME), when one was still
present. Red Crossbills were scattered throughout much of the
Region, with flocks of up to 18 in Morro Bay S.P. (TME), 27 in
Goleta (PEL), 30 in Ventura (RJM), 30 in Long Beach (BED),
four in Orange County (DRW), and 15 in La Jolla (REW) along
the coast. Thirty-six near Bakersfield Dec. 5-Jan. 30 (MOC),
20 in California City Feb. 6 (RS), eight in Ridgecrest throughout

the period (DBI), and 14 in Banning Dec. 26~Jan. 2 (JLD) inland
illustrate the numbers present in the various areas of the Re-
gion. Twenty-five Lawrence’s Goldfinches at S.E.S.S. Dec. 12
(GMcC) were at an unusual locality, and an influx of up to 60
to Chula Vista Jan. 9-16 (JO) was unexpected. The only Eve-
ning Grosbeaks to be reported were two in Santa Barbara Feb.
4 (RC) and another in Claremont Feb. 16 (HEC).

ADDENDUM — A noteworthy sighting inadvertently omitted
from the Fall Migration Period Report was that of a Canada Warbler
inland near Silverwood L., San Bernardino Co., Sept. 6 (Steve
Myers).

CONTRIBUTORS (County coordinators in boldface) —
Donald K. Adams, Brooks Alan, Jonathan K. Alderfer, Bruce Barrett
(BBa), Louis Bevier, Allyn Bissell, David Blue (DBI), Dave Bontrager
(DBo), Jeff Boyd, Bob Bradley (BBr), Karen Bridgers, Glen Burris,
Rob Cahill, Eugene A. Cardiff (San Bernardino Co.), Mark
0.Chichester (Kern Co.), Henry E. Childs, Jim Coatsworth, Clay
Coler, Mildred Comar, Elizabeth Copper (San Diego Co.), Alan M.
Craig, Brian E. Daniels, Sandy Danielson (SDa), Fred Dexter, Donna
L. Dittman, Julian P. Donahue, Steve Ducatman (SDu), Jon L. Dunn,
Tom M. Edell (San Luis Obispo Co.), Alan M. Eisner, Richard A.
Erickson, Brian Fulton, Don Galli, Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles
Co.), Theo Glenn, Irja & Lloyd Graham (I & LG), Eileen Gray, Jim
Greaves, Steve Gustafson, Kem Hainebach (KHa), Michael T. Han-
son, David C. Hatch, Karen Havlena (KaH), Loren R. Hays, Gjon
Hazzard, Matt Heindel, William Henry, Rick Hewett (RHe), Roger
Higson (RHi), Ron P. Hirst, Don Hoechlin, Ken Hollinga (KHo),
Mark A. Holmgren, Jim Jennings, Eric Johnson, Lee Jones, Paul
Jorgensen, Virgil J. Ketner, Dorothy Kilfoil, Jerry Lacy, Paul E. Leh-
man (Santa Barbara Co.), Joan E. Lentz, Roger Linfield, Eric Lodge,
Curtis Marantz, Betty & Ida Mazin (B & IM), John McDonald (JMcD),
Marge McDowell (MMcD), Chet McGaugh (CMcG), Robert Mc-
Kernan (RMcK) (Riverside Co.), Steve Montgomery (SMo), Randy
J. Moore, Narca Moore-Craig, Tom Murphey, Steve Myers (SMy),
John O’Brien, Jerry Oldenettel, Michael A. Patten, Mary Payne,
Phil Pryde, Kurt Radimaker, Hugh P. Ranson, Fred Roberts, Jim
S. Royer (Ventura Co.), Rick Saval, John Schmitt (]Sc), Brad Schram
(BSc), Brimer Sherman (BSh), Gregory P. Smith, Doug Stinson, John
Storrer (JSt), Toi Taylor, Jerry Tolman, Lisa Trayser, Marion
Tucker, Richard R. Veit, Laurie Walton, Richard E. Webster,
Douglas R. Willick (Orange Co.), Terry J. Witt, Brian Woodward,
Joseph Worley, Tom E. Wurster. Approximately 60 additional ob-
servers who could not be individually acknowledged submitted
reports this season.—GUY McCASKIE, San Diego Natural History
Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112,
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