SOUTHWEST REGION

Arizona

David Stejskal and Janet Witzeman

U nusual weather in the state this spring made little
perceived impact, as is usual, on the birdlife of Ari-
zona. A few exceptions were that during a brief period of
rain in southeast Arizona in early April, Cassin’s Sparrows
were again induced to sing for a short while; after a late
cold front from the Pacific had blown through the state in
mid-April, Sedonabirdersfound an amazingvariety of wa-
ter birds at Peck’s Lake in the Verde Valley; and another
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very late cold front from the Pacific on the evening of May
29 blew in Arizona's first documented Elegant Tern.

Although the winter of 1987-1988 was an invasion year
of montane speciesto thelowlands, cardueline finches were
not conspicuous anywhere. It is interesting that starting in
late March and continuing through the period numerous
reports were received of small numbers of Purple and Cas-
sin’s finches and of larger numbers (sometimes hundreds)
of Pine Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks nearly throughout.
Where they came from (or where they were going) is any-
one’s guess. Curiously, Red Crossbills did not take part in
this movement.
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GROSBEAKS TO FINCHES — Six Rose-breasted Gros-
beaks, slightly below normal, were reported for the period. A
Cassin's Sparrow at Sells Apr. 6 was west of this species’ normal
range (GM). A singing Rufous-winged Sparrow at California
Gulch Mar. 5 was in a new area (DS, CH, PG) as was the road-
killed individual on the road to Aravaipa Canyon Apr. 17 (RK).
Five Golden-crowned Sparrows, far more than usual, were
reported, with one at Catalina S.P. Mar. 7 (KN), another in n.
Tucson until Apr. 24 (L. Westenburg), one at a Tucson feeder
until Mar. 17 (KN), a 4th at Portal Mar. 13-Apr. 30 (SSp, m.ob.),
and a 5th at B.T.A. May 8 (CT). Individual Harris’ Sparrows
were at Green Valley Mar. 5-Apr. 27 (MP et al.) and at B.T.A.
(since Jan. 28) until May 1 (CT et al.). Although there seemed
to be more of the rare Zonotrichia sparrows present, White-
crowneds were thought to be down drastically (fide GM).

A Rusty Blackbird, an extremely rare vagrant to Arizona,
was reported (without supporting details) along Arivaca Cr.,
Buenos Aires N.W.R., Mar. 16-19 (B. Buttery et al.). A Great-
tailed Grackle at Portal during May furnished only the 2nd
local record (SSp). A Common Grackle at Willcox May 18 was
a real surprise, as there were only 2 previous verified records
for the state (M. Price, {JPr). A 8 Orchard Oriole was reported
(without supporting details) from a n. Tucson yard May 14
(WR). A subad. 8 Hooded Oriole made a rare appearance at
Kayenta May 23 (CL). There are very few records of this species
in n.e. Arizona. The 8 Streak-backed Oriole found Feb. 26 in
Green Valley was last reported May 11 (N. McNeal).

Numbers of Purple Finches in Portal built up from two birds
in March to eight there through April (m.ob.). Another é Purple
was in Madera Canyon Mar. 20 (DS, B. Cowart), and two more
¢ birds were found at Patagonia (TC). Cassin’s Finches were
much more widespread across the s. one-half of the state
through the period, with the latest reports being six in lower
Sycamore Canyon west of Nogales May 17 (CHo) and at least
five at the Southwestern Research Station, Chiricahua Mts.,
May 17-19 (DS, JP et al.). “Several” Red Crossbills in Tucson
Apr. 18 provided the only lowland report (GG). Individual and
small flocks of Pine Siskins were nearly everywhere during
May, and exceptional numbers were recorded in some of the
s.e. mountains. Truly impressive were 750-1000 in and above
Rustler Park, Chiricahua Mts., May 26 (DS, T. & R. Janzen).
Evening Grosbeaks almost went unreported in s. Arizona, but
in c. and n. Arizona large numbers were present in some areas
until late May. In Prescott, numbers built up to about 250
around town by late April. By mid-May, numbers had dimin-
ished there (CT). In the Flagstaff area, especially on the n.e.
side of the San Francisco Peaks, very large numbers (200-300)
were present through May (JC, DS et al.).

CORRIGENDA — The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher reported in the
1987 fall report (AB 42:114) was the 2nd for Navajo, not the first
as stated. The Hooded Warbler mentioned in the same report
southwest of Phoenix (AB 42:115) was seen Nov. 23, not Nov. 13.
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