








28 (GJS), and Hayward Jan. 1 (RPD). A Brown Towhee at
Arcata Feb. 22 (B. Widowson) was casual that far north along
the coast. A concentration of 30 Am. Tree Sparrows at Modoc
N.W.R. Feb. 18 (ECkB) was our highest on record. Fifteen
Chipping Sparrows near Acampo, San Joaquin, Dec. 15 (DGY)
were where 13 had wintered last year, but Clay-colored
Sparrows at Half Moon Bay Dec. 9 (RSTh) and Arcata Dec.
17-20 (R.S. & A.W. Lockett et al.) were evidently late fall
birds. A Lark Sparrow in S.F. on Jan. 15 was “rare here at any
season” (JM). Several canescens/nevadensis type Sage Spar-
rows in e. Stanislaus Dec. 28 and Feb. 25 confirmed wintering
in the area (HMR).

The Region was dazzled by its first wintering Le Conte’s
Sparrow near Ft. Dick, Del Norte, Jan. 5-Feb. 11 (RAE, tADB,
+GSL, tLPL, ph. RE et al.). Four Sharp-tailed Sparrows were
reported including San Mateo’s first at Pescadero Marsh Dec.
21-Jan. 28 (tGHt, BS). For the 3rd straight winter, high num-
bers of Swamp and White-throated sparrows were reported:
52 and 45 respectively. Coastally, the former has definitely
outgrown its vagrant label, but it is still considered as such in
the interior where only two were found: Bract Tract, San
Joaquin, Dec. 17 (1T. Schantz) and Brush L., Stanislaus, Jan. 2
(tT. Poole). In addition to S.F.’s wintering Harris’ Sparrow
Oct. 23-Feb. 11 (m.ob.) there were three others: San Luis
N.W.R. Dec. 9 (B. Diedericks), Lee Vining Dec. 11-Feb. 21
(ES), and American R. Parkway, Sacramento, Feb. 5 and later
(DoM, tTDM et al). The “Gray-headed” Junco in Mc-
Kinleyville loitered through the period (RLeV) while the Mor-
aga bird said goodbyes Dec. 18 (GA).

A McCown’s Longspur made the Del Norte list near Ft.
Dick Dec. 30-Jan. 18 (ADB, tGSL, 1LPL, ph. R.S. Lockett). It
was only the 4th in the Region this decade and the first to
winter along our coast. Lapland Longspurs (100+) were again
attracted to Gazelle Flats, Siskiyou, Dec. 29 (RE, MFRb) but
had vanished by Jan. 20. A W. Meadowlark at Mono Lake
Dec. 18 (E. King) furnished one of few winter records for that
locale. The Moss Landing area produced a Rusty Blackbird
for one tantalizing day Jan. 23 (KH, JM, PP). The tenacious
pair of Great-tailed Grackles was still at S.F.’s Aquatic Park
Dec. 21 (B. Hogan). While Pacific Grove was enjoying its
wintering Orchard Oriole (through Feb. 26—DR), another
male visited the Sunset District of S.F. Jan. 21-29 (B. Berg et
al.). Our only Hooded Oriole was in Alamo, Contra Costa,
Dec. 29-Jan. 11 (MR et al.). A normal six N. Orioles were
uncovered along the coast with only two identified as “Bul-

lock’s.” Purple Finch, Red Crossbill, and Pine Siskin contin-
ued to be scarce throughout the Region, especially in the
lowlands. Evening Grosbeak was basically a ditto; however,
2000+ on the L. Almanor CBC, Plumas, Dec. 29 (HG et al.)
provided our highest winter concentration on record and
caused one to sigh in bewilderment.
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