











The J Orchard Oriole wintering in Pacific Grove began
singing just prior to its departure Apr. 4 (BJW). California
wintering birds like this are thought to be the source of early
spring records such as the ¢ Orchard Oriole in Crescent City
Mar. 31 (ADB) and the imm. male in Westhaven, Humboldt,
Apr. 7 (GSL, LPL). The earliest reported western orioles were
both in Santa Clara: a Hooded in Los Altos Mar. 10 (PLN) and
a Northern “Bullock’s” in Los Gatos Mar. 16 (MFe).

Purple Finches were very scarce in San Joaquin through
the winter but up to 18 were at Lodi L. Mar. 22-29 with one
still present Apr. 19 (DGY). This species was “unusually
abundant” in w. Marin this spring with nesting even evident
at isolated “vagrant traps” on outer Pt. Reyes (RS). A nest in
Green Valley May 24 (T. Jenkins, tMBG, MFRi) was thought
to furnish the first confirmed breeding in Solano, though not
unexpected. Adult Red Crossbills feeding young at Lincoln
Park, S.F., in late May (ASH) were in an area where nesting
has taken place for several years. Lawrence’s Goldfinches
were especially numerous in the Coast Ranges s. of S.F. Bay
this spring (m.ob.). In s. Monterey they were “very common”
with “lots of confirmed nesting evidence” (DR) and in San
Antonio Valley, Santa Clara, about 10 times as many were
present as last year (WGB et al.).

EXOTIC SPECIES — A flock of Red-crowned Parrots
(now up to 11 birds) present in Pacific Grove since 1983 “again
broke up, presumably to nest, during the spring” (DR). Reports
of exotics such as this are actively sought by us, as well as
the Introduced Bird Subcommittee of the C.B.R.C.

CORRIGENDUM — The comments concerning W. Kingbirds
at F.I in last spring’s report (AB 42:479) should be disregarded;
this species has been recorded there many times in spring and is
routine in fall.
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