





at least 100 pairs from last year’s
30+ (PJM). However, reality sets
in when one examines their
plight in the Sacramento Valley.
The Sacramento Bee, June 24,
1990, recounted the state De-
partment of Fish and Game’s
dismal figures of 4500 pairs
along the Sacramento R. this
year compared to about 16,000
in 1986. This precipitous drop
has been blamed on the Army
Corps of Engineers’ continued
re-enforcing of the river bank
with rocks to arrest erosion,
coupled with the long drought.
The future of the bird’s largest
stronghold in the state looks
bleak. A most unseasonable and
extralimital Steller’s Jay near
Lodi L., San foaquin, June 17
(M. Phelps) may have been re-
lated to the lowland incursion
last winter. Napa's first breeding
Red-breasted Nuthatches were
found with young near Atena
Springs July 14 (fRbL, BiG). In
Mono, the presence of six sing-
ing Ruby-crowned Kinglets at
Glass Cr. Meadow June 8 and
another near Conway Summit
June 14 (both WDS) was duly
acknowledged, as they are con-
sidered rare breeders e. of the
Sierran crest.

The Townsend’s Solitaire at
Pt. Reyes June 16 (GFij, S.
Glover) became the Region’s lat-
est for spring along the coast.
The sharp decline in nesting
Swainson’s Thrushes on the w.
slope of the Sierra Nevada in re-
cent years prompted BED to
comment, “At least they are
breeding somewhere,” when he
observed four birds near Nevada
City, Nevada, June 3. Nesting
Hermit Thrushes e. of Hecker
Pass on Hwy 152, Santa Clara,
June 11 (DLSu) extended their
nesting range in the s.e. edge of
the Santa Cruz Mts. (WGB).
The singing N. Mockingbird
near Termo, Lassen, June 3
(TDM) was also a pioneer of
sorts, as they are very rare in our
Great Basin region away from

Siskiyou.

VIREOS,

WARBLERS

Plumbeus Solitary Vireo is show-
ing strong signs of attempting to
establish itself as a breeder in the
Region, as at least one bird has
been found in Mono during 4 of
the past 5 summers. This year a
singing male was in Wildrose
Canyon, Glass Mt., June 7-11
(WDS, PJM). The Yellow-

throated Vireo at Gazos Cr.
June 3 (fMFe, RSTh) estab-
lished a first for San Mateo. Our
sole Red-eyed Vireo was on EI.
June 14-16.

The strong showing of Ten-
nessee Warbler mentioned in
the Spring report continued
into June with six birds along
the coast June 2-20. A Vir-
ginia’s Warbler on EI June 17
appeared to be only the Region’s
5th in spring away from the e.
side of the Sierra; the others
were also from EI. Only one N.
Parula at Gazos Cr. June 17
(RSTh) and one Chestnut-sided
Warbler at EI. June 15 was a
meager showing for this two-
some. Four coastal Magnolia
Warblers June 14-19 were well
below our recent spring average
while the Cape May Warbler at
Pt. Reyes June 16 (RSTh) met
the recent status quo. Two
“Myrtle” Yellow-rumped War-
blers were at Pt. Reyes June 16
(DSg, RSTh et al); late spring
“vagrants” are now annual.
Black-throated Gray Warbler
was finally confirmed breeding
in Contra Costa when a pair was
observed attending young in
Pine Canyon, Mt. Diablo, June
28 (tKGH). Single Black-
throated Green Warblers on EI.
June 14 & 18-19 and another
at Bolinas Lagoon June 28
(tPP) made for an impressive
spring showing. Two “western”
Palm Warblers were on EI June
18-19. Two Blackpoll Warbler
reports were received: Pt. Reyes
June 22 (MAD, D. Pikus) and,
surprisingly, one from the inte-
rior: Honey Lake W.M.A.,
Lassen, June 2 (1TDM, AM).

Three Black-and-white War-
blers along the central coast
June 10-16 were typical for
spring but a male at Lodi L., San
Joaquin, July 29-Aug. 9 (DGY)
qualified for the fall season and
was very rare for the C.V. There
was nothing atypical about nine
Am. Redstarts coastally June
11-23, but the singing Pro-
thonotary Warbler collected
near Los Banos, Merced, June 20
(M. Holmgren, R. Fleischer)
provided a Regional first during
spring. Spring Ovenbirds most
often are found on EIl. as this
Season typified: three there June
14-19 in addition to the two
there last Season. The @ Con-
necticut Warbler on EI. June 16
provided the 7th or 8th Re-
gional spring record (the others
were also at FI1.). The ¢

Hooded Warbler at Fairhaven,
Humboldr, June 24 (GSL, LPL)
marked the 13th consecutive
spring we have recorded the
species. A Yellow-breasted Chat
near Pt. Reyes Station, Marin,
June 11-14 (GFi) was consid-
ered extralimital, while the sing-
ing male in the n.w. corner of
the Mono Basin June 28-29 (D.
Marquart) may have been in-
volved in a rare breeding at-
tempt for that locale.

GROSBEAKS THROUGH
FINCHES
It was a mediocre spring for
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Ex-
cluding the two from the Spring
report there were five along the
c. coast June 11-16, one in Mil-
pitas, Santa Clara, June 16 (fide
D. Johnson), and two in Mono
June 1 & 16. Blue Grosbeak has
been a suspected breeder in
Montereys upper Salinas Valley
areas since 1939 and in Ala-
meda’s Patterson Pass area for
the past several years. Both
counties confirmed Blue Gros-
beak as a breeder this summer
when a nesting pair was ob-
served in the Salinas Valley be-
tween San Lucas and San Ardo
June 16-17 (¥DR), and two
nesting pairs were seen along
Patterson Pass and Cross Roads
e. of Livermore June 9-30
(ALE). Six coastal and two
Mono L. Indigo Buntings June
5-July 13 was a modest affair.
The Rufous-crowned Spar-
row heard at the M.B.O.S.P.
June 9 (CB) was part of the
small population that is resident
in this portion of the Santa Cruz
Mts. Their paucity in this
mountain range is reflected in
the few San Mateo records on
file and their absence, thus far,
in Santa Cruz (Suddjian, 1990,
Atlasser’s Assistant—A Prelimi-
nary Analysis of the Status and
Distribution of Breeding Birds in
Santa Cruz County, 2nd edi-
tion.) Not surprisingly, our two
Clay-colored Sparrows were on
EI. June 14-18, as spring main-
land records are few. The Brew-
er’s Sparrow at Westhaven,
Humboldt, June 14 (GSL,
m.ob.) and the Vesper Sparrow
on EI June 14-16 were coastal
vagrants. A Lark Bunting at
Dyson L. June 17-23 (L}, WDS
et al.) might be a first for Plumas
and the 3rd for Sierra Valley.
Point St. George’s singing Grass-
hopper Sparrow was last de-
tected June 20 (ADB). During a

search for nesting Bobolinks, a
female was found in Eagleville,
Modboe, June 27 (DnB, WDS).
However, no further evidence
was found in this area where
they have been suspected of
breeding in the past.

The gloomy Tricolored
Blackbird picture painted in the
Spring report was brightened
slightly with the news that the
Sonoma Breeding Bird Atlassing
Project had detected 3 new
nesting colonies (BBu). Un-
fortunately, there was no men-
tion of their sizes or breeding
success. Lake’s first record of
Hooded Oriole materialized
when a male appeared at Clear-
lake Oaks June 21. It was joined
by a female July 14 and both re-
mained at least through the end
of the Period (G. & L. Com-
meay). After breeding along the
c. coast last year, Red Crossbills
were seen in very small numbers
in the same areas with no men-
tion of breeding this year, fur-
ther reaffirming their erratic
breeding behavior. Seven birds
in Livermore July 9 (KGH)
were very unseasonal. Up to six
Am. Goldfinches at Ft. Bidwell
in Surprise Valley, Meodoc, June
26 (WDS, DnB) were summer
rarities in our Great Basin re-
gion. The Evening Grosbeak in
Belmont June 18 (PJM) fur-
nished only the 2nd summer
San Mateo record. Summer
sightings along our coastline are
very rare away from the imme-
diate northwest.
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