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Tropical storms off the southern
tip of Baja California pushed
moist air northward, bringing
with it some rain, but not
enough to make a significant
difference to the drought condi-
tions prevailing throughout the
Region. Conditions along the
coast were such that water ra-
tioning was in effect in many lo-
calities, most of our reservoirs
were at their lowest in many
years, many creeks were bone
dry, and conditions throughout
the mountains were extremely
dry.

A late movement of “spring
migrants” was evident at oases
in the eastern portion of Kern
County on June 16 when the list
of birds found by Matt T. Hein-
del included Western Wood-Pe-
wee (8), Willow Flycatcher (20),
Pacific-slope Flycatcher (10),
Swainson’s Thrush (2), Solitary
Vireo (1), Orange-crowned
Warbler (5), Yellow Warbler (6),
Yellow-rumped Warbler (1), Yel-
low-breasted Chat (1), Western
Tanager (2), Black-headed Gros-
beak (3) and Indigo Bunting
(1), this being an excellent ex-
ample of just how late spring
migrants can be found in south-
ern California. This same
observer found fall migrant
landbirds in this same area as
early as July 14, leaving very lit-
tle time in summer when mi-
grants are absent.

Abbreviations: C.L.N.W.C.
(China Lake Naval Weapons Cen-
ter in extreme n.e. Kern);
N.E.S.S. (north end of the Salton
Sea, Riverside); S.C.R.E. (Santa
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Clara River Estuary near Ventura,
Ventura); S.D.N.-H.M. (San
Diego Natural History Museum);
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton
Sea, Imperial). Place names in
italics are counties. As virtually
all rarities found in southern
California are seen by numerous
observers, only the observer ini-
tially identifying the bird is in-
cluded. Documentation is on the
file with the California Bird
Records Committee (c/o Don
Roberson, 282 Grove Acre, Pa-
cific Grove, CA 93950) for all
rarities listed in this report, and
records submitted without docu-
mentation are not published.
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A Com. Loon at Silver Lakes,
San Bernardino, Aug. 5 (MAP)
had undoubtedly summered at
that inland location, and one at
S.ES.S. Aug. 18 (GMcC) was
one of a very few to have
summered at this location. A
Horned Grebe, casual in sum-
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mer, particularly so inland, was
at N.E.S.S. June 30-July 7
(GMCcC). Since Eared Grebes
are considered sporadic breeders
in s. California, the presence of
3 nesting pairs at N.E.S.S. this
summer (RMcK) was of inter-
est. In addition, 18 Western
Grebe nests and 15 Clark’s
Grebe nests were found in this
area (RMcK).

The presence of four N. Ful-
mars in the San Pedro Channel
July 1 (KLG), along with 3 or 4
sightings of single birds in that
same area during June and July,
indicated a few of these birds
spent the summer in s. Califor-
nia waters. Two Bullers Shear-
waters off Morro Bay Aug. 8
(MJL) were a little early. A
Sooty Shearwater was found at
S.E.S.S. July 14 (BED), and
what may have been the same
individual was seen flying north
towards the N.E.S.S. off Salton
Sea Beach July 19 (MTH), at
the N.E.S.S. July 21 (JO’B),
and back at the S.E.S.S. July 25
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(CS); this species is accidental
inland, but there are 2 previous
records from the Salton Sea, an-
other from just north of the
Salton Sea, and a 4th from s.w.
Arizona, all during spring and
summer. Unusual numbers of
Black-vented Shearwaters were
present off the coast as indicated
by 12 off La Jolla July 16 build-
ing up to 1100 on Aug. 4
(JO’B), and 40 off Pt. Dume,
Los Angeles, Aug. 2 (KLG); this
species is not normally found in
s. California waters during sum-
mer. A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel
off Pt. Conception, Santa Bar-
bara, Aug. 6 (M]L) and another
off Morro Bay Aug. 8 (MJL)
were unusually far south.
Sixteen Red-billed Tropicbirds
were seen between July
30and Aug. 4 during a scientific
survey cruise off s. California, in-
cluding eight in the San Pedro
Channel between Dana Pt., Or-
ange, and Long Beach, Los Ange-
les, July 31 (MJL). After a hiatus
of ten years, Blue-footed Boobies
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