








and a returning bird in Solano. Three Red-napeds were all
in the S.F. Bay Area and unidentified birds (Yellow-bel-
lied/Red-naped) were in Solano and Trinity. Red-breasted
Sapsuckers were also newsworthy. One at F.I. Feb. 18 fur-
nished the first winter record there and one showing “all
characteristics” of the race ruber at Tomales Bay S.P. Jan.
10-11 was said to provide the first such record for Marin
{(RS). San Benito’s first Williamson’s Sapsucker was seen
in Bitterwater Cyn. Dec. 30 (KiK, fide DSg). A Pileated
Woodpecker was seen again in Alameda at Redwood
Regional Park Dec. 17 (DPM).

FLYCATCHERS TO VIREOS — Second Regional win-
ter records were provided by a Willow Flycatcher in S.F.
Jan. 20 (+SWM) and a Least Flycatcher near Inverness,
Marin, Dec. 16 onward (BDP, ph. tRS, tJW et al.).
Although Least has been found many times in winter in s.
California, this was only the 4th winter record of Willow
in the state. The identity of the only other Empidonax
seen (“Western”/Hammond’s? near Pescaderc Jan. 2-10,
fide JM) was never resolved. Eastern Phoebes were found
at Lost L., Fresno, Jan. 28 (fide RHG) and near Prunedale,
Monterey, Feb. 19-26 (tKVV). As with most of its prede-
cessors, the Region’s 6th Dusky-capped Flycatcher was a
cooperative individual seen by many at Pine L. Park, S.F.,
Dec. 28 to the end of the Period (tDPM, DSg, ph. tm.ob.).
Ash-throated Flycatcher is almost as rare in winter; sin-
gles were at Salinas Jan. 9 (C. Gottlund), Arcata Jan.
13-Feb. 2 (J. Booker, GSL, tRAE et al.), and American R.
College, Sacramento, Feb. 4~18 (R. Storey, MJL et al.).
Please provide documentation for any winter Myiarchus.
A Tropical Kingbird at Moss Landing Jan. 2 (PJM) was the
only one seen.

Two Horned Larks at Ft. Bragg Dec. 1 (DT) were in Men-
docino, where the species’ status is unclear. They are com-
mon to the south and very rare to the north as wintering
birds. A Barn Swallow near Moss Landing Dec. 11 (DLSu)
was considered a late migrant (DR) and one at Pescadero
Marsh, San Mateo, Feb. 18 showed characteristics of
Eurasian forms (1JM; see also AB 43:1369).

Beginning in late October and extending through the
Winter, Steller’s Jays were found at unusually low eleva-
tions in the Cascade/Sierra foothills and adjacent CV.
from Shasta to Fresno. Most notable were up to four in the
Sutter Buttes Dec. 28-Feb. 28 (PBS, BED), the first ever
recorded there. A Blue Jay was reported near Hawkin’s
Bar, Trinity, Feb. 9 or 10 with scant details (tR. Cinna-
mond); if accepted by the C.B.R.C. this would represent
only the 12th record for California. Two Yellow-billed
Magpies in Fall R. Valley, Shasta, Dec. 16 were considered
“unheard of in . . . Black-billed country” (BY, CY).

On Mt. Saint Helena Dec. 2, two Mt. Chickadees were
Sonoma’s first (BDP). American Dippers do disperse, but
nevertheless one flying high over a canyon at Tomales Bay
S.P. Feb. 25 was indeed an “odd sight” (JW).

Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were more widely reported than
usual in the n.w. portion of the Region with one in Del
Norte, four in Humboldt, one in Lake, and three in
Sonoma. Five or six in central Stanislaus to Dec. 21 were
also more than expected (HMR). Above average numbers
of Mt. Bluebirds were in the Coast Ranges s. of S.F. Bay,
two in Napa (fide RbL) and one on Pt. Reyes Jan. 30—Feb.
3 (tJMR, S. Shafer) were vagrants, but reduced numbers
were found in central and e. San Joaquin (DGY).

The myth that Swainson’s Thrush would not winter
in California was shattered when a fresh window-killed
individual was found on the Humboldt St. Univ. campus
in Arcata Jan. 24 (*H.S.U.). Although this species has been
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reported many times on CBCs, one Dec. 1, 1964, and a
crippled bird Dec. 15-16, 1979, both in San Diego (Garrett
& Dunn. 1981. Birds of Southern California, Status and
Distribution. L.A. Aud. Soc.) were the only previous reli-
able Winter records. Observers beware, the floodgates are
not now open, and any future claims of this species out-
side normal temporal patterns will still be handled with
the utmost care.

The Bendire’s Thrasher near Acampo, San Joaquin, was
last seen Mar. 3 (DGY). Another wagtail may have to be
left unidentified since descriptions of the White/Black-
backed Wagtail at Pajaro Dunes, Santa Cruz, Dec. 3—-11 (].
Warriner, +G. Ledec, tR. Kovak) appear inconclusive (fide
JM). Some observers may wish these forms were never
considered separate.

Five Solitary Vireos were more than expected. Two in
Humboldt, one in S.F,, and one on Mt. Diablo were all
December cassini, and the 5th, at Reichmuth Park, Sacra-
mento, Nov. 3-Mar. 7 (t*TDM), was of the race plumbeus.
A Warbling Vireo in Milpitas, Santa Clara, Dec. 17 (tPMB,
E. Laak) furnished about the 6th winter period report for
the Region. Like most others, this bird was never seen
after December and appears not to have successfully over-
wintered.

WOOD WARBLERS TO FINCHES — Warblers
rebounded after last winter’s poor showing. Humboldt
was especially productive and accounted for nearly half of
all records of seasonally rare species. Coastal reports
included 10 Tennessees (one a Dec. 1 arrival at F.I.), 21
Nashvilles, three Yellows (very low), 53 Palms, 14 Black-
and-whites, and 10 Wilson's. The only inland reports of
these species were of two Wilson's in Sacramento. The
most unusual sightings were of a Lucy’s Warbler near
Pescadero Jan. 1-28 (San Mateo’s 2nd—tRSTh et al.), a
Chestnut-sided Warbler near Smith River, Del Norte, Dec.
17-30 (BED et al.), Am. Redstarts in S.F. Nov. 27-Feb. 21
(R. Kovak et al.) and on the Big Sur coast, Monterey, Feb.
14—-21 (M. Deal), an Ovenbird near Manchester Dec. 13-30
(2nd Regional winter record and first ever for Mendocino
— N. Menken, R. Balzer, 1JRW et al.), and three N.
Waterthrushes (Arcata Marsh Sept. 3—Apr. 13—GSL et al.;
a returning bird near Ferndale, Humboldt, Jan. 13—]JCS;
and Sacramento’s first, near Cal Expo on the American R.
Parkway Dec. 23-Jan. 1—BWb, tDGY, +TDM et al.).

Summer Tanagers were at Pine L. Park, S.F., from Dec.
28 onward (tDPM et al.) and Freedom, Santa Cruz, Jan. 1
(a returning bird—BBrr). Flowering eucalyptus concen-
trated three W. Tanagers in Palo Alto Dec. 18 (fide WGB);
the only other one reported was in Freedom Jan. 1 (BBrr).
Grosbeaks fit the typical pattern this winter with Rose-
breasteds at Pt. Lobos State Reserve, Monterey, Dec. 4-15
(BJW) and Sunny Brae, Humboldt, Jan. 28-Feb. 5 (SWH et
al.), a Black-headed near Pescadero Jan. 6 (MiW), and one
left unidentified in Tiburon Dec. 30 (t]Co).

Rufous-sided Towhees rarely elicit comments in this
Region as it is normally difficult to distingnish migrant
from resident individuals. This year was an exception in
the central Region where record CBC totals obtained in
Sacramento, Stockton, Benicia, and s. Marin and addi-
tional anecdotal evidence from San Joaquin indicated
exceptional numbers were present. Clay-colored Sparrows
were very selective in their appearances this Season with
three each in Humboldt and San Mateo. Three of these
fit the usual pattern and were never seen after the CBC
season but one in Blue Lake, Humboldt, Dec. 1-Apr. 23
(with sporadic singing from Jan. 20 on—MM et al.) and
two in San Mateo in February (tRSTh et al.) were clearly
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overwintering. A Vesper Sparrow near Ft. Dick, Del Norte,
Dec. 8~Feb. 16 (ADB) and two at the Ukiah sewage ponds
Dec. 23 (tJRW) were in unexpected wintering areas. A
Grasshopper Sparrow at Millerton Pt., Tomales Bay, Jan.
22 apparently furnished the first winter record for well-
worked Marin (RS). Four Sharp-tailed Sparrows wintered
at Bolinas Lagoon and three or four at Palo Alto Baylands.

Bright Fox Sparrows, presumably of the race zaboria
(see AB 44:41), were found in Humboldt (two—RAE), San
Mateo (two—+RSTh et al.), and Sacramento (TDM) while
only one altivagans type was reported (Sacramento—
TDM). Zaboria is certainly more likely than altivagans to
draw the attention of observers, thus skewing statistics in
its favor. Nevertheless, contrary to what has been written,
zaboria appears to be the predominant rusty form along
the coast (especially in the north) while the reverse is true
inland, and possibly on the s. coast. And what of the rela-
tive abundance of “sooty-brown” vs. “gray-headed”
forms? Readers are encouraged to send in their thoughts
and observations. Swamp and White-throated sparrows
were reported in record numbers Regionwide, with 100+
and 150+ respectively. Humboldt again outproduced all
other counties. A total of 14 Swamp Sparrows was found
in such unexpected counties as Napa, Solano, San
Joaquin, and Santa Clara. Eleven White-throated Spar-
rows were together in Inverness Dec. 16 (KH). Seven Har-
ris’ Sparrows were found along the coast from Marin north
and three or four were in Shasta/Butte. The only Chest-
nut-collared Longspur was near Ferndale, Humboldt, Dec.
31 (RLeV).

Up to four Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Moss Landing
Jan. 4-Feb. 11 (JB, DEG) and singles at Lower Klamath
N.WR. Dec. 6 (ph. SEF) and Clearlake Dec. 9 (JRW) were
unusual in winter away from the C.V. A Rusty Blackbird
near Pescadero Jan. 7-Feb. 18 (J. Murphy, BS) may well
have been one of two birds that wintered in that area in
1986 and 1987. The pair of Great-tailed Grackles in S.F.
continued to be seen through December (fide JM); both
birds have been known present over 10 years. A Hooded
Oriole was at Reichmuth Park, Sacramento, Oct. 30-Dec.
23 (tTDM). Surprisingly, only four “Bullock’s” Orioles
were reported (three from Humboldt/Del Norte), plus a
possible “Baltimore” Oriole in Marin. Presumably others
were simply unreported, especially in s. coastal areas.

Cassin’s Finches made a strong appearance in the S.F.
Bay Area with four seen as follows: Mt. Diablo Dec. 3
(KGH, RJR), F.I. Dec. 11, Sky Londa, San Mateo, Jan. 1
(MCM), and Livermore Jan. 25 (tALE). Significant
Lawrence’s Goldfinch sightings included up to 25 at Hop-
land Field Station, Mendocino, in December with seven
still present by Season’s end (RJK), 12 at Monte Bello
Open Space Preserve, Santa Clara, Dec. 18 (ph. CB), and
hundreds at Henry Coe S.P., Santa Clara, in December and
January (JY, AL).

CORRIGENDUM — The bird reported as a Yellow-bel-
lied Sapsucker in San Jose last winter (43:363) should be
changed to a Yellow-bellied/Red-naped Sapsucker.
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