





Kittiwakes at the Klamath R. mouth, Del Norte, Mar. 22
(JMa) made ¢ '~-3e number ashore in California.

Elegant Te again returned early, with four at Moss
Landing Apr. ... (CKf), Santa Clara’s first in spring May 4
at Charleston Slough (PJM), and one at Crescent City May
29, Del Norte’s earliest by over a month (ADB). Three
Black Skimmers at the Carmel R. mouth, Monterey, May
17 (P. Eastman) presumably represented the annual
migrants that must be nesting somewhere around S.F. Bay.

O~~ »of the Thick-billed Murres lingered near Monterey
to A,..l 9 (m.ob., AB, RS). Five sightings of Xantus’ Mur-
relets near F.I. and offshore Monterey Mar. 7-May 19
(m.ob.) continued to suggest another undetected seabird
species nesting locally (see AB 40:1251 and AB 41:139).
Residual to February’s wreck of Horned Puffins, two more
dead or dying individuals were found Mar. 4-19 in each of
3 counties: Monterey (fide AB), Santa Cruz (DEG), and
Mendocino (DT). Live birds were still seen at sea: one off
Monterey Mar. 4 (PtW), two off Humboldt Bay Mar. 15
(GSL, ph. C.L. Vardaman), eight sightings at F.I. peaking at
four on Mar. 29, and 15 birds up to 74 mi s.w. of Pt. Reyes
May 19 (SFB). The latter appeared to be healthy, and are
probably normal at that distance offshore in many years
(see AB 43:533).

NWLS TO WOODPECKERS — A sharp decline from
1..2nt years in nesting Barn Owls within a closely moni-
tored area in s. Monterey (G. Work) has DR wondering if
the drought is the culprit. The Burrowing Owl seeking
refuge under eaves in S.F. Feb. 1-Mar. 17 (L. Keidel, MLR)
was one of few found within the city. Short-eared Owls
nested successfully in the Arcata Bottoms (FJB). This
appears to establish the first nesting record of this species
along our coast n. of the S.F. Bay area! Fifteen Com.
Nighthawks at Ahjumawi Lava Springs S.P. May 26 (RbL
et al.) made an impressive early congregation of this late-
arriving species.

“Most extraordinary migratory experience I've wit-
nessed” was GSL’s description of the spectacular flight of
about 2000 Black Swifts at Trinidad State Beach, Hum-
boldt, May 27 during a 4-hour evening watch (+GSL, LPL
et al.). The Region’s previous high count was 150! An
Anna’s Hummingbird at Tom’s Place Apr. 12-May 9 (CDH)
and a Rufous Hummingbird at Mono L. Apr. 22 (PJM) fur-
nished first and 2nd spring records, respectively, for the
Mono Basin.

The decimation of Acorn Woodpecker colonies by the
Eur. Starling invasion has been noted in the S.F. Bay area
for many years. Thus, pairs attempting to nest in starling-
infested areas of Alameda Apr. 18 (HG et al. — first nest-
ing attempts here since 1979) and Livermore Apr. 24-May
4 (HLC) were probably observed with excitement and
cheering. Rare sapsuckers included a Yellow-bellied in
Monterey, two Red-napeds in Contra Costa with another
in Mono, and a Yellow-bellied/Red-naped in San Joaquin.
Pileated Woodpecker continued to show signs of increas-
ing its range along the central coast with at least two new
nest sites in Santa Cruz (DLSu, L. Clark) and a bird in
Moraga, Contra Costa, Apr. 9-28 (H. Nathan et al.).

FLYCATCHERS TO WRENS — The passage of 13
Olive-sided Flycatchers through San Joaquin May 6-June
8 was 3 times the spring average (DGY). A W. Wood-Pewee
at Pine Cyn., Mt. Diablo, Contra Costa, Apr. 4 (KGH) was
exceptionally early. Empidonax flycatchers are justifiably
among the big groans in birding identification. Not help-
ing matters is their often enigmatic distribution over our
Region. For instance, the Hammond’s Flycatcher in Pacific
Grove Apr. 15 (AB) furnished one of few Monterey records
during spring. It maintains this vagrant status along the
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central coast up to S.F.; however, slightly inland within
the Inner Coast Ranges and from Marin northward, they
are rare but regular spring migrants.

The wintering Least Flycatcher near Inverness persisted
until Mar. 28 (RS). Seemingly territorial Gray Flycatchers
at San Benito Mt., San Benito (five), May 19 (DSg, DWm)
again suggested breeding at this locale. An E. Phoebe at
Mono L. May 31 (fide JM) was the Region’s first in spring
in 7 years. San Francisco’s Dusky-capped Flycatcher tar-
ried at Pine L. Park until May 20 (DSg, DL), while the win-
tering Ash-throated Flycatcher in Sacramento remained
until Mar. 3 (MJL). A Cassin’s Kingbird at Wilder Ranch
S.P. Mar. 7 (DEG et al.) established a Santa Cruz first. A
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher made a cameo appearance at
Crespi Pond, Monterey, May 8 (tRER, ph. tDR).

The Steller’s Jay near Madison, Yolo, Apr. 28 (DLSu)
was probably a residual reminder of the winter invasion
into the lowlands. Common Ravens continued to increase
in numbers and range along the central coast. Moffett
Field played host to Santa Clara’s first nesting record Apr.
4 and later (MRo, P. Zell)! They no doubt have nested in
the Diablo Range of the county in substantial numbers but
have simply gone undetected (WGB). Along the Santa
Cruz/Monterey line where there were no records prior to
1989, one in the Pajaro R. Valley May 18 was the area’s 6th
(DLSu). And for only the 2nd time in 21 years, they were
seen in Alamo, Contra Costa, Apr. 22 (JMR — two birds).

A bird census along 3 mi of the Stanislaus R., including
Caswell S.P.,, San Joaquin, May 6, produced an amazing
290 House Wrens (DGY, W. Holt) — all appeared territo-
rial. A Winter Wren at C.C.R.S. May 10 (fide WGB) was lin-
gering late.

THRASHERS TO WOOD WARBLERS — Following a
belated report of a Le Conte’s Thrasher in the Kettleman
Hills, Fresno, last summer (RH), two singing males were
found in the same area Mar. 24 (tDGY). Except for a bird
seen just to the immediate south Apr. 29, 1980, there have
been no Regional sightings in almost 20 years. Undoubt-
edly, their secretive nature keeps them elusive, but their
preferred habitat of Atriplex-lined washes has all but van-
ished from our Region, with the Kettleman Hills (and
other areas?) probably maintaining a remnant population.
The intriguing sighting of a bird well described as a Gray
Wagtail at Tuolumne Meadows, Yosemite N.P., May 20
(tD. Bouldin) will draw close scrutiny from the C.B.R.C.
With only one previous Phainopepla on record, Marin’s
three birds were exceptional: e. of Olema Feb. 22-Mar. 31
(CSp, M. Ward), Novato Apr. 6-29 (RS), and Pt. Reyes May
22 (RS). Additional birds in Sacramento Mar. 25 (TDM,
AM) and Stockton May 2 (W. Holt) were rare on the C.V.
floor during spring.

It was a very good season for Tennessee Warbler.
Excluding the bird that wintered in Golden Gate Park, S.F.,
until Apr. 1 (MLR), there were four along the coast Apr.
8-May 28 and two at F.I. May 9 & 13. A male N. Parula at
Gazos Cr. Road, San Mateo, Apr. 21 (fide ]M), and one
singing at Bear Valley Rd., Pt. Reyes, Apr. 22 (RS, DDeS)
were our earliest ever for spring and better fit a pattern of
breeding birds (known breeder in Marin) than typical
vagrants. For the 3rd straight spring a Hermit X
Townsend’s Warbler was found: a male at Mt. Diablo S.P.
Apr. 29 (1JM et al.) was at the same locale as one 2 years
ago. Wintering Palm Warblers lingered late in Pacific
Grove Apr. 12 (AB) and Arcata Marsh Apr. 13 (B. Widdow-
son), but six birds along the immediate coast Apr. 18-May
6 were probably migrants. A rare-in-spring Blackpoll War-
bler was at F.I. May 24.

A Black-and-white Warbler was at F.I. May 9-10 while
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