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Highlighting this season were the many qual-
ity rarities on Southeast Farallon Island and
in Mono County. Vagrant warblers led the
way, as they padded an impressive list of 33
total warblers seen in the Region. A midsum-
mer long-distant pelagic trip began to fill the
gaps in our knowledge of far-offshore birds
during these months. And since this is the
“nesting” season, we were pleased to receive a
good number of breeding records. Although
only the highlights are mentioned owing to
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DRY TORTUGAS

SHUTTLE

Economical access to perhaps the best spring =
birdwatching in North America: great seabird - ’?
spectacle, migrants, sometimes in dazzling numbers, ¢
and frequentrarities, all inan appealingsetting. %

* Nearly continuous three day trips in the spring
of 1992 from Key West, Florida on a large, fast
V-hulled boat.

Masked Booby
~  lanLewington

April 12-14

April 15-17

April 18-20

April 21-23

April 25-27

April 28-30 * Trip cost $250/person sharing a twin berth; $290/person

May 1-3 single berth. Ten percentdiscount for groups of 10 or more.

May 4-6 Trips begin at 6 a.m. on Day 1 and conclude at 5 p.m. on Day

+ Sooty Terns and Brown 3. Free berths available on board at 10 p.m. the night before

Noddies by the thousands; departure. Meals not included in the price, but full galley
Magnificent Frigatebirds by service is available. A non-refundable deposit of $50 holds a

the hundreds; Masked and space. The balance is due 10 weeks prior to departure.

Brown Boobies; Audubon’s
Shearwater and Bridled Tern
are likely; White-tailed
Tropicbird and Black Noddy

* ltinerary includes search for deep water pelagics on
the way to the Tortugas, two mornings at Fort Jeffer-
son, visits to Loggerhead and Middle Keys, small
boat cruises around Bush Key, and return to Key

arepossible. West via Rebecca and Cosgrove shoal towers.

» Two leaders, at least one a senior WINGS staff leader,
Magnificent Frigatebird on every trip: leaders include Paul Holt, Jeff Kingery,
lan Lewington Will Russell, David Sibley and Stuart Tingley.

* Extwremely calm anchorages each night.

- * Great snorkeling and swimming for non-birders
(and birders too!).

Transport can be provided for campersand their gear at a cost
of $100 round trip from Key West. Outbound travel for campers
willbeon April 12, 15, 18, 21, 25, 28, May 1 and May 4. Returns
will be April 14, 17, 20, 23, 27, 30, May 3and May 6. Resupply
of water and ice is possible every third day. Foran additionaf
$100, campers who travel with us from Key West can have boat
privileges during the time we're berthed at Fort Jefferson.

For information, please contact
WINGS, Inc., P.O. Box 31930, Tucson, AZ 85751
Tel: 602-749-1967  Fax: 602-749-3175

space limitations, we welcome any bird
breeding news.

Abbreviations: C.V. (Central Valley); Cyn.
(Canyon); El. (Southwest Farallon Island);
S.E. (San Francisco); ph. (photo on file with Re-
gional Editors). All records from EI. and Palo-
marin should be credited to Points Reyes
Bird Observatory.

GREBES TO

FRIGATEBIRDS

Two seasonally rare Red-necked Grebes were
found: at Fish Docks, Pt. Reyes, July 7-19
(B. Jording) and “s. of Ano Nuevo” July 8
(SGI). A mixed colony of Western and
Clark’s grebes on L. Hennessy (RLCL, E.
Sabine), had 5 Clark’s nests by July 20 (ph.
ABtt, J. Karr). These are the first known
Clark’s nestings in Napa.

As offshore boat trips become year-round,
so do sightings of Laysan Albatross. There
were 4 summer reports, which were formerly
very rare in these months. Three early Black-
vented Shearwaters were offshore Monterey
July 27 (AB, DLSh). A Wilson’s Storm-Petrel
was described far s.w. of Pt. Reyes July 28 (L.
Terrill, 1SBT, RN). Leach’s Storm-Petrel was
the only common bird on that trip, which
scouted as far as 100 mi s.w. of Pt. Reyes in
Marin and San Mateo. Of the 200+ seen, at
least four were all-dark, and three had only
small ovals of white beside the rump (SFB,
AdW, m.ob.). These dark morphs did not
necessarily come from s. of the Region, as
D.G. Ainley (1980, Auk 97: 837-853) has
found all morphs on EI., although most EI.
birds have a white rump with a median line.

The large colony of Double-crested Cor-
morants nesting on the Bay Bridge has ex-
panded across the county line (SFB) for the
first modern nesting in San Francisco. A
Magnificent Frigatebird was independently
reported July 21 from Angel I (S.
Michalowski) and just e. of the Golden Gate
Bridge (G. Moore, N. Peterson); both locales
are along the San Francisco/Marinline.

BITTERNS

TO DUCKS

Common nowhere in the Region, a Least
Bittern at Half Moon Bay June 3 (SBT) was
only San Mateo’s 2nd. As usual, a Little Blue
Heron was at the Alviso heronry, San Clara,
June 11 (MiF). The Little Blue Heron X
Snowy Egret hybrid also summered there.
Cartle Egrets have reached the nadir of ob-
server interest, with only one report, a bird in
San Jose July 3 (WGB). The White-faced Ibis
“invasion” seems to have receded, with no
C.V., one coastal, and 3 Great Basin reports
totaling fewer than 30 birds. Inland Brant,
unknown in summer just 5 years ago, in- |
volved 10 birds at Crowley L. June 11, in-
cluding two color-marked individuals
(PJM); one there July 6 (GMcC ez al); and
singles in the Mono Basin June 15 (D. Keller)
and June 26 (D. Taylor), all Mono. Intro-
duced coastal populations of Canada Geese
continue to expand, evidenced by new nest- |
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Mt., June 13 (DS, PJM) was only the Re-
gion’s 3rd in June.

Single Bobolinksat River Spring L., Mono,
June 14 PJM, DS) and the Marin headlands
July 3 (CLF et al.) met the recent spring aver-
age. Napd’s breeding bird atlassers were re-
warded with their first nesting Yellow-headed
Blackbirds: 10 pairs at American Canyon Cr.
June 29 (C. Wilcox, BWk, RLCL, ph. ABtt).
The female of S.F’s legendary pair of Great-
tailed Grackles was still observed as of June
22 (SFB). The male appears to have passed
on, not having been seen in over a year. It has
been 13 years since he established the Re-
gion’s first record, with his faithful mate ap-
pearing the following year. A Cassin’s Finch
at Snow Mountain Wilderness, Lake, July 10
(B. MclIntosh) would suggest nesting, a pos-
sibility since the high mountain forests where
they breed in Humbold:/Trinity remains con-
tiguous s. to about this point in the Inner

Coast Range.
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