SOUTHERN PACIFIC
COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

This season was somewhat uneventful, espe-
cially so compared with the excitement of a
year ago. Cooler-than-normal temperatures
throughout the period, along with some
heavy rains from the south in late June,
helped droughtconditions. However, the Re-
gion is still crying for water.

Abbreviations: C.LN.W.C. (China Lake
Naval Weapons Center, extreme n.e. Kern Co.);
H.D.L. (Harper Dry Lake, n.w. of Barstow,
San Bernardino Co.); LA.CN.HM. (Los
Angeles County Natural History Museum);
N.E.S.S. (north end of the Salton Sea, River-
side Co.); S.B.C.M. (San Bernardino County
Museum); S.C.R.E. (Santa Clara River Estu-
ary, near Ventura, Ventura Co.); S.D.N.H.M.
(San  Diego  Natural History Museum);
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial
Co.); S.EK.R. (Nature Conservancy preserve,
along the South Fork of the Kern R. near Wel-
don, Kern Co.); W.EV.Z. (Western Foundation
of Vertebrate Zoology, Los Angeles). As virtually
all s. California rarities are seen by numerous
observers, only the observer initially identify-
ing the bird is noted. Documentation is on
file with the California Bird Records Com-
mittee (c/o Michael A. Patten, PO. Box
8612, Riverside, CA 92515) for all rarities
listed in this report; records submitted with-
out documentation are not published.

LOONS TO

FRIGATEBIRDS

A Com. Loon flying N over the N.E.S.S.
June 8 (GMcC) was late for a spring migrant.
An alternate-plumage Horned Grebe at
S.ES.S. June 28 (KLG) was probably sum-
mering locally. A pair of Eared Grebes with
two young in Santa Barbara Aug. 4 (PEL) es-
tablished the first record for nesting in Santa
Barbara. Likewise, 2 family groups (six
chicks) of Clark’s Grebes on L. Cachuma
Aug. 19 (PEL) also established the first nest-
ing record for Santa Barbara.

Of extreme interest, but just outside of
North American waters, was a Dark-rumped
Petrel (Pterodroma phaeopygia) 226 nautical
mi w.s.w. of San Miguel 1. Aug. 2 (PP), plac-
ing yet another seabird on the list of species
to be looked for in California’s waters. A
Cook’s Petrel 178 nautical mi w.s.w. of San
Nicolas 1. July 26 (PP), eight more between
265 and 295 nautical mi s.w. of San Nicolas
L. July 27 (PP), and a 10th 196 nautical mi
w.s.w. of San Miguel 1. Aug. 2 (PP) were over
waters where this species undoubtedly occurs
regularly. Two Sooty Shearwaters were inland
around the Salton Sea, with one captured on

a road near Seeley, /mperial, July 6 (RH *

S.D.N.-H.M.), and the other was flying S
over the Salton Sea off Salton City, Imperial,
July 13 (GMcC), this giving us 5 records for
this general area. A Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 4
nautical mi w. of Manhattan Beach July 30
(PP) is one of a very few ever found in s. Cali-
fornia waters and the first in Orange.

Four Red-billed Tropicbirds were seen be-
tween July 25 & 29, with one 44 nautical mi
s.w. of San Clemente I. July 25 (PP), another
161 nautical mi w.s.w. of San Nicolas I. July
26 (PP), and two together 23 nautical mi w.
of San Clemente 1. July 29 (PP). What was
probably a Red-tailed Tropicbird was seen 44
nautical mi w.n.w. of San Miguel 1. Aug. 5
(PP). An ad. Brown Booby, a casual straggler
to the coast of California, was seen to land on
Arch Pt. on Santa Barbara I. Aug. 8 (PP).
Brown Pelican numbers on the Salton Sea
built up to about 950 in late July (WRR), but
one in Chino, San Bernardino July 26 (JEP)
was the only one reported inland away from
the Salton Sea. Magnificent Frigatebirds were
scarce, with an immature over La Jolla, San
Diego, July 24 (J] & DMcM), another over
Malibu July 13 (CB), one over Pt. Mugu,
Ventura, July 18 (DS), another near Ventura
Aug. 1 (HG), and what was probably the
same bird over Carpinteria Aug. 2 (PT), and
an immature inland at N.E.S.S. July 27
(MAP) being the only five reported.

HERONS TO

GROUSE

At least six ad. Little Blue Herons were
around s. San Diego Bay throughout the
summer, with a nest containing three young
ready to fly along the Tijuana R. near Imperi-
al Beach June 23 (GMcC). A Little Blue
Heron’s nest about 10 mi e. of Brawley, /mpe-
rial, July 7 (CGE) contained two well-grown
young July 5 (MAP) and is only the 2nd nest
found away from San Diego in s. California;
a lone adult was at S.E.S.S. June 24 (WWR).
An ad. Tricolored Heron, a casual straggler to
the Salton Sea, was at Finney L. near S.E.S.S.
May 26 (R & RC), and another was at
N.E.S.S. July 27 (GMcC) and Aug. 24 (CM-
cG). A 2nd-year Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron, a casual straggler to California, was
along the Tijuana R. near Imperial Beach
June 16-23 (GMcC). White-faced Ibis were
nesting near Lancaster, Los Angeles (10-20
pairs, KLG) at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area
near Lakeview, Riverside (two recently
fledged juveniles seen July 27, CMcG) and at
Finney L. near S.E.S.S. (at least 100 pairs,
GMcC). A pair of Wood Storks was attend-
ing a nest in a mixed colony of Great Blue
Herons (10 pairs) and Great Egrets (30 pairs)
near Escondido, San Diego, May 12-22
(JO'B); a check of the area in July indicated
that the nesting attempt was unsuccessful,
though the pair was still present. Two Wood
Storks at S.E.S.S. May 29 (KLG) were the
first found there this summer, with numbers
building up to about 70 in July (WRR); an
immature at N.E.S.S. June 28-29 (GMcC) is
one of a very few found away from the
S.E.S.S. in recent years.
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cK) were s.w. of this species’ known Califor-
nia breeding range. Two Large-billed [Savan-
nah) Sparrows (Ammodramus [sandwichensis]
rostratus) at Pt. Mugu June 20-29 (RJM)
were somewhat early. Up to 15 Grasshopper
Sparrows in the San Joaquin Hills near Irvine
in June and July (RAE) was an encouraging
number for thes. coast.

A & Bobolink on Vandenberg A.FEB. June
12 (BHi) was a late spring vagrant. A Yellow-
headed Blackbird, rare along the coast in
summer, was in Goleta June 25 (PEL); two
more were at Pt. Mugu July 20 (RJM). Small
numbers of Great-tailed Grackles were scat-
tered throughout the Owens Valley n. to
Bishop (T & JH); at least five were around
C.L.N.W.C. (DVB); a minimum of 15 pairs
were in California City (MOC); and up to six
were near Lancaster throughout the summer
(KLG). These localities mark the n.w. limit
of this species’ current breeding range in Cal-
ifornia. In addition, single birds were along
the coast and north of any known breeding
locations, including one in Ventura June 5
(RJM) and another near Santa Paula July 28
(MAH). At least five Bronzed Cowbirds were
in Brawley the westernmost locality of regu-
lar summer occurrence, with the first seen
Apr. 21 (REW) and a juvenile being fed by a
Brewer’s Blackbird June 21-22 (KLG).

A pair of Red Crossbills accompanied by a
streaked juvenile at Yucca Valley, San
Bernardino, June 8 (MAP) were suspected to
have nested at this high desert locality; up to
40 in a day in the Mt. Pinos/Mt. Able area in
June and July (RJM, JEL), 8 on Pine Mt.
June 8 (JEL), 12 at Fish Cr. in the San
Bernardino Mts. June 8 (SM), and two more
at nearby Bluff L. July 6 and another near L.
Fulmer in the San Jacinto Mts. June 22
(DRW) were in more suitable nesting habi-
tat, and one in Los Osos June 14 (JSR) was
on the immediate coast. An Evening Gros-
beak on Mt. Able, Ventura, June 8 (RIM) was
unexpected for the time of year.

Corrigendum: The “Philadelphia Vireo” col-
lected at H.D.L. Sept. 30, 1990 (4B 45:152)
has been reidentified as a Warbling Vireo.

Cited Contributors: (County coordinators in
boldface) Stephen Bernal, David V. Blue,
Chuck Bush, Eugene A. Cardiff (San
Bernardino), Jamie M. Chavez, Mark O.
Chichester (Kern), Rita & Rob Colwell (R &
RC), Elizabeth Copper (San Diego), Brian E.
Daniels, Tom M. Edell (San Luis Obispo),
Claud G. Edwards, Richard A. Erickson,
Shawneen E. Finnegan, San Fitton, Rose-
mary Ford, Earl Gann, Kimball L. Garrett
(Los Angeles), Daphne D. Gemmill, Harland
Goldwater, Bill Haas (BHa), Fred Heath,
Matt T. Heindel, Tom & Jo Heindel (/ryo),
Roger Higson, Brad Hines (BHi), Mark A.
Holmgrem, Richard G. Jeffers, Jerry A. John-
son, Dan Kahane (DKa), John Karges, Dave
King (DKi), Andrew Kirk, Steve Laymon,
Paul E. Lehman (Santa Barbara & Ventura),
Joan A. Lentz, Eric L. Lichtwardt, Doug
Martin, John McDonald, Chet McGaugh,

Robert McKernan (Riverside), Jeri & Don
McMahon (J & DMcM), Steven Mlodinow,
Kathy C. Molina, Randy ]. More, Joan Ne-
mick, John O’Brian, Michael A. Patten,
Robert Patton, James E. Pike, Dick Purvis,
Peter Pyle, Kurt Radamaker, William R.
Radke, Geoff Rogers, Jim S. Royer, Florence
Sanchez, Larry Sansone, Dale Schafer, Brad
Sillasen, Sherman Suter, Patty Tunnicliffe,
Philip Unitt, Richard E. Webster, Judy Wick-
man, Pamela L. Williams, Douglas R.
Willick (Orange), Mark Wymer. An addi-
tional 50 + observers who could not be indi-
vidually acknowledged also submitted re-
ports this season.—GUY McCASKIE, San
Diego Natural History Museum, Balboa
Park, P. O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA
92112.

“A wonderful book

...will be enjoyed by anyone with interest in either
birds or the impact that humanity is having on its
fellow travelers on spaceship Earth.”

—Paul R. Ehrlich

“A fascinating story, well told.

This commendable book tells the story of the

decline of the red-cockaded woodpecker...and also

expertly describes [their biology] and life history.”
—Library Journal

A Stillness in
the Pines

The Ecology of the Red-Cockaded Woodpecker
BY ROBERT W. MCFARLANE

“Bob McFarlane knows his woodpeckers and the ecological
implications he draws from his field experience are
excellent.”—Eugene P. Odum, University of Georgia

Now at bookstores or order toll-free 1-800-233-4830
T Norton 500 Fifih Ave, New York, NY 1010
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