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This fall had the warmest seas since
the El Nifio year of 1983. While
this brought southem seabirds to
our waters, some cold-water
spedes such as Northem Fulmar
and Ancient Murrelet were also
common.

The spotight on rarities shined
brightly on several seabirds, as well
as on a few shorebirds and land-
birds. However, the vagrant season
by and large was poor throughout,
with excitement on fabled South-
east Farallon Island produced by
geese rather than dramatic land-
bird fallouts.

As for trends, Pectoral Sand-
piper suffered another very off year
and Red-breasted Nuthatches were
widespread and numerous for the
first time since 1987. It appeared
to be an off season for such irrup-
tives as thrushes, Cedar Waxwing,
and Pine Siskin, but a healthy one
for Red Crossbills. And loom-ing
over all of this was the Region’s ap-
parent entry into a fifth straight
drought year.

As an example of why we do not
always acapt seemingly plausible
descriptions from inexperienced
observers, we cite the sick “Red-
billed Tropicbird” picked up near
the coast that proved o be a Silver
Pheasant (fide N. Gunnell).

Abbrevistions: C.B.R.C. (Califor-
nia Bird Records Committee);
C.C.RS. (Coyote Creek Riparian
banding Stavion, Santa Clara Co);
CV. (Cnsral Vally); F1. (Soush-
east Farallon Island); H.S.U. (Hum-
bold: State Universisy); S.F. (San
Francisco); ph. (photo on file with Re-
gional Editors). All records from F.I.
should be credited w0 Point Reyss
Bird Observatory. Place names in
italics are counties.

LOONS TO

CORMORANTS

Inland high counts included 25
Com. Loons on Grant L., Mono,
Nov. 7 (JRJ) and 50+ Horned
Grebes on Calaveras Res., Santa
Clara, Nov. 17 (ALE). A Red-
necked Grebe at Clifton Court
Forebay, Contra Costa, Nov. 24
(AWi) was our only inland report.
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