
SOUTHERN 
PACIFIC COAST 
REGION 
Guy McCaskie 

Dry conditions prevailed as South­
ern California entered its fifth year 
of drought. No major movements 
of irruptive species were evident, 
although a few Red Crossbills and 
some Evening Grosbeaks reached 
the northern and eastern portions 
of the Region, respectively. Scrub 
Jays found scattered through the 
eastern deserts in September had 
probably originated in the local 
mountains; if they were moving 
out of areas roo dry to support 
chem, they could not have found 
the desert any more suitable. A 
scattering of Plain Titmice and 
White-breasted Nuthatches along 
the southern coast in August and 
September probably originated lo­
cally, and possibly resulted in part 
from the dry conditions prevailing 
in their normal mountain habitat. 
However, the small influx of Red­
breasted Nuthatches and Golden­
crowned Kinglets to char same area 
in October probably originated to 
the north of chis Region. 

An interesting variety of water­
birds was found, including a cou­
p le of shorebirds considered 
accidental in California and inland 
records of some gulls and terns 
normally restricted to the coast. 
Wood warblers appeared less nu­
merous than expected, bur in­
cluded an exciting number of 
species char brought the total num­
ber of species reported to forty. 

Abbreviations: B.V.R.A (Buena 
Vtsta Recreation Area, s. w. comer of 
the San Joaquin Valley, Kern Co.); 
C.L.N.W.C. (China Lake Naval 
Weapons Center, extreme n.e. Kem 
Co.); F.C.R. (Furnace Creek Ranch 
in Death Valley, Inyo Co.); G.B. 
( Gooselake Basin, a wastewater com­
ph w. ofWasco, Kern Co.); H.D.L. 
(Harper Dry Lake n.w. ofBarrtow); 
N .E.S.S. (north end of the Salton 
Sea) ; S.B.C.M . (San Bernardino 
County Museum) ; S.C.R.E. (Santa 
Clara River Estuary near Ventura) ; 
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton 
Sea) ; T.L.E.P. ( Tulare Lake Evapo­
ration Ponds, between Delano and 
Lost Hills, s. San Joaquin Valley). As 
virtually all rarities found ins. Cal­
ifornia are seen by numerous ob­
servers, only the observer initially 
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identifying the bird is included. 
Documentation is on file with the 
California Bird Records Commit­
tee (do Michael A Patten, P.O. 
Box 8612, Riverside, CA 92515) 
for all rarities listed in chis report, 
and records submitted without 
documentation are not published. 

LOONS TO 
FRIGATEBIRDS 
A Red-throated Loon on Tin­
nemaha Res. Oct. 30 (T & JH) 
was the first to be found in Inyo. A 
Pacific Loon on Tinnemaha Res. 
Oct. 13-Nov. 4 (GMcC) was only 
the 3rd for Inyo; one to two on L. 
Isabella, Kern, Nov. 11 - 24 
(MTH) and one on L. Perris, 
Rivmide, Nov. 25 (RMcK) were 
the only ochers reported from the 
interior. A Red-necked Grebe in 
San Simeon Oct. 30 (TME) and 
another in Goleta Nov. 9 (RPH) 
were the only two found. 

At least four N. Fulmars were 
reported during August and early 
September, indicating a few spent 
the summer in s. California waters; 
25 in the San Pedro Channel off 
Long Beach Nov. 17 GKA), with 
similar reports elsewhere during 
November, indicated more than 
average numbers pushed sourh 
into our Region chis full. A Stej­
neger' s Petrel at 32°36' N 
- 122°47 'W, about 153 nautical 
mi s.w. of San Miguel I., Nov. 14 
OLD) furnished the 2nd sight 
record within 200 mi of California; 
records from farther offshore (Auk 
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55: 255-256, 1938 and AB 44: 
160, 1990) suggest chis species can 
be expected over these waters at 
chis time of the year, and in fact 
two were photographed off n. Cal­
ifornia just 3 days later. A Flesh­
footed Shearwarer, very rare in s. 
California waters, was well-seen 13 
mi w.s.w. of Pc. Vicente, Los Ange­
les, Nov. 17 GKA). 

A Shorr-tailed Shearwarer near 
San Miguel I. Nov. 17 (SEF) and 
another found dead on the beach 
at S.C.R.E. Nov. 11 (KA) indi­
cated a few were offshore during 
November. Large numbers of 
Black-vented Shearwaters pushed 
north along the coast, as indicated 
by such counts as 75,000 off the 
Santa Maria R. mouth Sept. 21 
(PEL) and up to 10,000 off Cayu­
cos Oct. 7-29 (TME). 

A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, very 
rare in s. California waters, was off 
San Simeon Sept. 6 GMcD), and 
another photographed off San 
Diego Sept. 9 GO'B) was excep­
tionally far south. Least Storm-Pe­
trels were more numerous than in 
recent years as indicated by counts 
of 250 off San D iego Sept. 1 
(GMcC) and 100 in the San Pedro 
Channel Sept. 15 (BED), and re­
mained later than expected, as in­
dicated by 41 over the Tanner 
Bank off San Clemente I. Nov. 10 
GLD) and another one 130 nauti­
cal mi w.s.w. of San Miguel I. Nov. 
18 GLD) . 

A Red-billed T ropicbird, rare in 
s. California waters, was 7 mi e.n.e. 

of the northwest rip of Santa 
Catalina I. Sept. 15 (BED). A Red­
railed Tropicbird at 30°15'N 
123°52'W, about 280 nautical mi 
s.w. of San Nicolas I., Nov. 8 
GLD) was close enough to Califor­
nia waters to be of interest. Boobies 
remained on the Salton Sea into 
September with a Blue-footed 
Booby at the mouth of Salt Creek 
Oct. 3 (R.McK) and a Brown 
Booby at N .E.S .S. Sept. 29 
(CMcG) being the latest of each to 
be reported. An exhausted Blue­
footed Booby captured in a Hunt­
ington Beach schoolyard Sept. 7 
(DRW) was the first recorded in 
Orange. An irnm. Brown Booby 6 
mi n.e. of Pt. Vicente Sept. 15 
(BED) was one of very few ever 
found along the coast. An irnm. 
Brown Pelican at C.L.N.W.C. 
Aug. 23-25 (DVB) was far from 
the coast, and two on Big Bear L. 
in the San Bernardino Mes. Sept. 
5---22 (CMcG) were at an unusu­
ally high elevation. An imm. 
Magnificent Frigatebird over Pr. 
Loma Sept. 8 (CGE) and two or 
three at the Salton Sea Aug. 26 
GO'B) were the latest reported chis 
year. 

HERONS TO 
RAPTORS 
An irnm. Little Blue Heron pho­
tographed near Oxnard Sept. 
30---Oct. 7 (FH) and the adult re­
maining on Upper Newport Bay 
through Aug. 12 (RAE) were the 
only two reported away from 



coastal San Diego. An ad. T ricol­
ored Heron, now considered a ca­
sual to accidental straggler to 

California, was inland at S.E.S.S. 
Aug. 11 (RAE), and another adult 
was along the coast near Imperial 
Beach Aug. 4-9 OO'B). Ar lease 
four Reddish Egrets were present 
in San Diego with an adult return­
ing for its 9th winter to s. San 
Diego Bay Sept. 2 (GMcC), an 
immature on s. San Diego Bay 
Sept. 2 (GMcC), another imma­
ture there Oct. I 4 into December 
(REW), and one more in Del Mar, 
San Diego, Oct. 8-20 (GD). An 
ad. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 
an accidental straggler to s. Califor­
nia, was near Imperial Beach Sept. 
30 through November (GMcC), 
and what is best considered the in­
dividual present around La Jolla 
and San Elijo Lagoon since Octo­
ber of 1981 was on Penasquiros 
Lagoon near La Jolla Nov . 
24-Dec. I (LS). 

A Aock of six Greater White­
fronted Geese on Owens L., Inyo, 
Sept. 2 (T & JH) established the 
earliest date for a full migrant in s. 
California; 75 at F.C.R. Sept. 8 
(MAP) made an astounding num­
ber for this locality, and were fol­
lowed by 16 more far to the south 
at Desert Center, Riverside, the next 
day (MAP). A Cackling Canada 
Goose at F.C.R. Oct. 26 through 
November (PEL) was at an un­
usual locality for this race. Remark­
able was the finding of t hree 
Garganey with an ad. male in 
Irvine Sept. 12-20 (REW), a fe­
male or immature photographed in 
the Fremont Val ley near Cantil, 
Kern, Sept. 30 (MTH), and an­
other female or imm . male at 
F.C.R. Oct. 12-Nov. I OLD); this 
brought the number of records ins. 
California to six. Ar least 20 Eur. 
Wigeon were found after Oct. 8, 
including a female in the n.e. part 
of the Region in California City 
Oct. 18-Nov. 4 OLD). 

A Harlequin Duck, very rare in 
s. California, was at Pr. Mugu 
Nov. 17 into December (AS) and 
another was in Newport Beach 
Nov. 25-26 (M & ML). An Old­
squaw Aying south past Pr. Loma 
Nov. I (REW) and another on 
San D iego Bay Nov. 20 OLD) 
were rhe southernmost 
of rhe four reported. A Black 
Scorer off Avila Beach Nov. 19 
OLD), another near Pr. Sal, Santa 
Barbara, Nov. 4 (PEL), and two 
more seen Aying south past Pr. 
Loma Nov. 26 (REW) were the 
only ones reported. A Surf Scorer 
near Cantil Oct. 18-19 (MTH) 

was the only one found inland 
away from rhe Salton Sea. Two 
White-winged Scorers at S.E.S.S. 
Nov. 25 OML) were inland where 
considered very rare. A Hooded 
Merganser at N.E.S.S. Aug. 25 
(RMcK) had no doubt spent the 
summer locally. 

An imm. Broad-winged Hawk 
near Santa Maria Sept. 30 (DSt) , 
single birds near Oxnard Sept. 30 
and Oct. 21 (FH), one over the Pa­
los Verdes Peninsula Oct. 29 
(MH) , another in Long Beach 
Nov. 3 (MH), and a 6th moving 
south over Point Loma Sept. 30 
(D & MH) were fewer than would 
have been expected IO years ago. 
Very few Swainson's Hawks were 
reported, hence a Aock of 14 Aying 
south over Victorville, San 
Bernardino, Oct. 7 (SJM) was of 
interest. An ad. Zone-railed Hawk 
in La Jolla Sept. 9 (REW) was 
along the coast where considered 
casual. A Harlan 's Red-railed 
Hawk in Goleta Nov. 15 (PEL) es­
tablished the first record for this 
race in Santa Barbara. A Ferrugi­
nous Hawk near L. Isabella Aug. 
31 (MTH) was quire early. A Mer­
lin at F.C.R. Nov. 17 (MAP) and 
another on Mr. Pinos Nov. 12 
(MTH) both appeared to be of the 
dark race suckleyi, breeding in 
British Columbia and considered 
casual in s. California. 

CRANES, 
SHOREBIRDS 
A Sandhill Crane over H.D.L. 
Oct. 25 (EAC) was at an unusual 
locality. Since Lesser Golden­
Plovers are very rare inland, espe­
cially so for the Asi-atic form 
fulva, an adult present at T.L.E.P. 
Aug. 31-Sepr. 2 (MTH), and an­
other photographed near Lan­
caster Aug. 11 (MT) , were of 
extreme interest. 

A Wandering Tarrier at S.E.S.S. 
Sept. 15 (RMcK) was in land, 
where considered casual in full. An 
imm. Upland Sandpiper near 
Oxnard Sept. 15-20 (RJM) was 
the 5th for full in s. California, and 
the longest-staying ever in the state. 
An ad. Bar-tailed Godwit at Pt. 
Mugu Aug. 30 (BE) was the 3rd 
for s. California. A Ruddy Turn­
stone on Owens L. Aug. 26 (T & 
JH) and another at G.B. Sept. 8 
OCW) were exceptionally rare in­
land away from the Salton Sea, and 
one at N.E.S.S. Sept. 30 (MAP) 
was the only one reported on the 
Salton Sea. A juv. Red Knot at 
C.L.N.W.C. Sept. 4-9 (DVB) was 
the only one found inland away 
from the Salton Sea. Reports of 

Sanderlings inland and away from 
the Salton Sea included single birds 
on Tinnemaha Res. Sept. 11 (T & 
JH) & 26 OLD), four on Owens 
L. Sept. 26 (PEL), 19 different in­
dividuals in e. Kern between Aug. 
14 and Sept. 27 (MTH, DVB), 
and six more at H.D.L. berween 
Sept. 30 and Ocr. 14 (EAC). 

At least 30 juv. Semipalmared 
Sandpipers were found throughout 
the Region between Aug. 1 and 
Sept. 30, about an average number 
for this time of year. An ad. White­
rumped Sandpiper in Irvine Sept. 
9-13 (LRH, DRW) was only the 
2nd ro be found in s. California in 
fall. Baird's Sandpipers were 
slightly less numerous than usual, 
bur included a late individual in 
Irvine Oct. 26-28 (DSi). Pectoral 
Sandpipers were decidedly rare this 
full, but included a late individual 

Juvenile Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Montana 
de Oro state Par11, California, November 
11, 1990. Photograph/Brad Schram. 

at Finney L. near S.E.S.S. Nov. 24 
(IW). Two Sharp-railed Sand­
pipers were found with a juvenile 
at Montana de Oro S.P. Nov. 
11-27 (P & SG) and another ar 
rhe Santa Ynez R. mouth Oct. 
4-1 I (KH). Reports of Stilt Sand­
pipers away from the Salton Sea in­
cluded up to rwo at T.L.E.P. Aug. 
31-Sepr. 2 (MTH), a very late one 
at G.B. Nov. 10 0CW), one near 
Santa Maria Sept. 30 (DSr), an­
other at S.C.R.E. Sept. 7 (RJM), 
one in Anaheim Sept. 12 (DRW), 
another on San Elijo Lagoon, San 
Diego, Sept. 7 (DP), two there 
Sept. 30 (SM) , and a late bird near 
Imperial Beach Nov. 4 (REW). 

Four Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
were found with a juvenile inland 
at Edwards Sept. 16 (MTH), one 
photographed on Morro Bay Sept. 
1 (EVJ), a remarkably late juvenile 
near Imperial Beach Oct. 21-25 
(D & MH), and possibly the latest 
ever in North America at the same 
location Nov. 17-23 (REW). Re­
ports of Ruffi included an adult re­
maining in Goleta through Sept. 8 
(SEF), single juveniles at S.C.R.E. 
Sept. 15-24 (RJM), at Pr. Mugu 
Oct. 3-8 (RJM) and in Long 
Beach Sept. 8 (BED), and a re-

Buff-breasted Sandpiper at MOITO Bay, Cal­
ifornia, September 1, 1990. 
Photograph/Brad Schram. 

markably late individual for the 
n.e. portion of rhe Region at 
C.L.N.W.C. Nov. 22 (DVB). A 
juv. Shorr-billed Dowircher near 
Canril Oct. 21 OLD) was at least a 
month later than the previous late 
dare for a full migrant in the n.e. 
portion of the Region. Two Red 
Phalaropes were found inland, one 
photographed at Edwards Aug. 4 
(MTH) and the other seen on 
Owens L. Oct. 6 (T &JH). 

JAEGERS TO 
ALCIDS 
Ar least five Parasitic Jaegers were 
found Sept. 3-30 on the Salton 
Sea, where small numbers occur 
each full, and one on Tinnemaha 
Res. Sept. 13-17 OLD) established 
rhe 2nd record for Inyo. An ad. 
Long-railed Jaeger photographed 

Juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger over the Tulare 
Lake Evaporation Ponds, California, August 
31, 1990. Photograph/Matt Heindel. 

on Owens L. Aug. 18-19 (LRB) 
was the first for lnyu, a juvenile at 
T.L.E.P. Aug . 26-31 (JCW), 
joined by a 2nd Aug. 31-Sepr. 2 
(DVB), were the first for Kern, and 
another juvenile on the Salton Sea 
near Salton City Sept. IO OO'B) 
was only the 2nd for Imperial. 
Seven Franklin 's Gulls scattered 
throughout the Region between 
Aug. 3 and Nov. IO were fewer 
than expected. T orally unexpected 
was an ad. Heermann's Gull, the 
first ever found in Inyo, on Tin-
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nemaha Res. Oct. 13 (SEF); this lo­
cation is east of the Sierra Nevada 
Mrs., hence fu &om this species' 
normal range along the coast. An 
ad . Mew Gull far inland at 
B.V.R.A. Nov. 24 into December 
(MTH) was only the 2nd found in 
Kern, but was possibly the same 
bird as present here last winter. 
More than the expected number of 
Sabine's Gulls were found inland 
with a rather lace juvenile in Bishop, 
Inyo, Oct. 15 (T & JH), five differ­
ent birds on Tinnemaha Res. be­
rween Sept. 13 & 29 (T &JH), a 
juvenile on Owens L. Sept. 21 (T 
& JH), four birds at C.L.N.W .C. 
berween Aug. 24 and Sept. 28 
(DVB, MTH), an adult near Cali­
fornia City, Kem, Sept. 23 (BL), a 
juvenile at Edwards Sept. 29 
(MTH), and another near Imperial, 
lmperia~ Oct. 3-5 (RH). 

Over 100 Com. T ems passed 
through Tinnemaha Res. berween 
Aug. 24 and Sept. 29 (T & JH), 
showing this to be the time chat this 
species moves south through the 
n.e. portion of this Region. An ad. 
Arctic T em on Tinnemaha Res. 
Sept. 26 OLD) , a juvenile at 
C.L.N.W.C. Sept. 27-28 (MTH), 
and another juvenile near Cancil 
Sept. 30 OLD) were the first to be 
found inland in full away &om the 
Salton Sea. Up to three Black Skim­
mers on Morro Bay Sepe. 21-0ct. 
28 (FS) were farther north than 
usual. 

Seven Marbled Murrelets off 
San Simeon Aug. 9 (TME) were 
near the s. limic of this species' nor­
mal range. Ten Craveri's Murrelets 
were found off Morro Bay Sept. 22 
(TME), this species undoubtedly 
being regular in these waters at this 
time of year. An Ancient Murrelec 
near Anacapa I. Nov. 15 OLD) was 
the only one reported. 

DOVES TO 
WOODPECKERS 
As usual a few White-winged 
Doves reached the coast, with the 
northernmost being singles in 
Montana de Oro S.P. Sepe. 7 
(KAH) and Oct. 9 (TT). Up to 
four Inca Doves at F.C.R. after 
Oct. 19 OLD) were well north of 
this species' normal range. Three 
Com. Ground-Doves near Lom­
poc Nov. 28 (SEF) were unusually 
fu north, and one at Galileo Hill 
Oct. 12 (MTH) was the first for 
Kem. Ruddy Ground-Doves again 
pushed north into this Region with 
a female near Imperial Beach Sept. 
8 (GMcC) for our earliest fall 
reco rd, and a male at Deep 
Springs, Inyo, Sept. 26 (PEL) for 
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Male Ruddy Ground-Dcwe near Cantil, Cali­
fornia, September 30, 1990. At least nine 
indmduals reached southern California 
during the 1990 fall season. Photo­
graph/Matt Heindel. 

our northernmost record; others 
included a male at F.C.R. Oct. 
14-17 (KLG) followed by four 
there Nov. 17 into December 
(GMcC), and single males near 
Cancil Sept. 30 (MTH), in Desert 
Center, Riverside, Nov. 23 
(CMcG), and on Pc. Loma Oct. 
14(REW). 

A N. Saw-whet Owl at 
C.L.N.W.C. Nov. 28 OS) was 
obviously a migrant. Five Chim­
ney Swifts over Glendale, Los An­
geles, Aug. 21 (KLG) were 
believed to have summered lo­
cally. Up to 10,000 Vaux's Swifts 
roosting on call buildings in 
downrown Los Angeles Sept. 
30-Occ. 4 (KLG) made a remark­
able concentration, and one over 
Big Pine, Inyo, Nov. 2 (T & JH) 
was very late for chis area. Reporcs 
of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers in­
cluded a juvenile in California 
City Nov. 1 (MTH) and another 
photographed near Oxnard Oct. 
20 (DD). A o Williamson's Sap­
sucker in California City Oct. 7 
(DK), a female in Mojave Nov. 
2-25 0CW), another female in 
Morongo Valley Oct. 27 (MAP) , 
single individuals on Figueroa Mt. 
near Santa Barbara on Oct. 17 
(CP) and Nov. 15 (SEF), and one 
more photographed in Piru, Ven­
tura, Oct. 20-30 (RJM) were all 
outside areas of normal occur­
rence. 

FLYCATCHERS 
A Greater Pewee in San Diego a&er 
Oct. 18 (B & IM) was apparently 
the same individual known to have 
spent the past 3 winters at this loca­
tion. A W. Wood-Pewee on Pc. 
Loma Oct. 18 (REW) was the lat­
est reported this full. Five Least Fly­
catchers were reported, with singles 
inland in California City Sept. 30 
(MTH) and near Cancil Oct. 4-6 
(MTH), and along the coast in 
Oceana Sept. 21-22 (KZ), near 
Oceana Oct. 6 OSR), and on Pc. 
Loma Oct. 7 (EP). The only E. 

Phoebe reported was one in Santa 
Barbara a&er Oct. 30 (RWH) for 
its 3rd winter. Up to rwo Vermil­
ion Flycatchers near Santa Maria 
a&er Oct. 21 OSR, RPH), another 
at Pt. Mugu Sept. 23-29 (RJM), a 
female in Irvine Oct. 5 through 
November (DSi), and another fe­
male on Pc. Loma Oct. 12 
(GMcC) were on the immediate 
coast where now considered rare; 
another at F.C.R. Oct. 12 (PEL) 
was near the n. limit of this species' 
range. 

A Great Crested Flycatcher, an 
exceptionally rare scraggier to Cali­
fornia, was in Oceano Oct. 7-10 
(KZ) , another was in Santa Bar­
bara Sept. 22 OH), and a 3rd was 
photographed in Wilmington, Los 
Angeles, Oct. 31-Nov. 2 (MH). A 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher well 
photographed in Goleta Sept. 
23-28 (RJ) was the 6th co be 
found in California. Fifteen T ropi­
cal Kingbirds along the coast be­
rween Sept. 23 and Nov. 24 were 
about average, bur one at H .D.L. 
Sept. 27 (EAC, *S.B.C.M.) was in­
land where considered accidencal. 
Nine E. Kingbirds were found 
along the coast berween Aug. 1 and 
Sept. 29, but one in Big Pine Sept. 
14 OLD) and another at S.E.S.S. 
Sept. 21 (RH) were the only rwo 
found inland. Scissor-railed Fly­
catcher, a casual scraggier co Cali­
fornia, was near Big Pine Sept. 
29-0cc. 13 (T &JH). 

WRENS TO 
VIREOS 
Winter Wrens were found in 
above average numbers in the n.e. 
part of the Region, and single birds 
on Pc. Loma Oct. 14-16 & 24 
(REW) were unusually fu south. 
Small numbers of Golden­
crowned Kinglecs were found 
through most of the Region during 
October and November with one 
at Finney L. near S.E.S.S. Nov. 10 
(MAP) being the southernmost in 
the e. part of the Region. 

Single Townsend's Solitaires in 
San Marino Nov. 10 (DC), in La 
Jolla Oct. 9 (REW), and on Pt. 
Loma Nov. 18 (REW) were in the 
coascal lowlands where considered 
rare. A Gray-cheeked Thrush 
banded on Pt. Loma Sept. 10-11 
( G J) was the earliest of the four 
recorded to date in s. California. A 
Wood Thrush found in Long 
Beach Oct. 10 (MH) and another 
seen on Pt. Loma Oct. 21 (REW) 
furnished 7th and 8th records for s. 
California. A Gray Catbird, an un­
expectedly rare scraggier, was near 
Santa Maria Oct. 5 (SEF), another 

was in Cosca Mesa, Orange, Oct. 
19 (BO'C), and a 3rd was inland 
near Independence, Inyo, Oct. 23 
(T & JH). At lease eight Brown 
Thrashers were found chis full be­
rween Sept. 23 and Nov. 9, rwo 
coascal and the rest inland. An ad. 
White Wagtail in Saticoy Nov. 8 
into December (RJM) is believed 
to be the same bird chat wintered 
in chis area 1987-1988 and 
1988-1989. As expected, a few 
Red-throated Pipits were found 
along the coast during October, 
with one near Santa Maria Oct. 
6-7 (SEF), one in Goleta Oct. 1 
OLD), at least three on the Oxnard 
Plain near Ventura berween Sept. 
30 and Oct. 7 (LLS, PEL), at least 
rwo near Imperial Beach Oct. 
13-24 OO'B, REW) and one on 
Santa Cacalina I. Oct. 26 (LJ). A 
Bohemian Waxwing, a sporadic 
straggler, was feeding on rorting 
apples at Oasis, Mono, Nov. 4 
(RMcK). An imm. N. Shrike at 
Galileo Hill Nov. 3 (MTH) was 
somewhat early, followed by an­
other at Edwards Nov. 11 (MTH). 

A Bell's Vrreo, rarely found away 
from nesting localities, was near 
Santa Maria Sept. 10 (PEL) and 
another was studied in Long Beach 
Oct. 10 OKA). A Gray Vireo in the 
Chocolate Mrs. Sepe. 18 (RMcK), 
either a migrant or on its winter 
grounds, was the first ever found in 
Imperial and one of very few found 
away from known breeding locali­
ties. A Yellow-throated Vireo, a ca­
sual co acciden cal straggler ro 
California, at Panamint Springs, 
Inyo, Oct. 13-14 (GMcC) was the 
first found away &om the coast in 
full. Single Philadelphia Vireos, a 
species found once or twice a year 
in s. California, were at H.D.L. on 
Sepe. 30 and Oct. 11 (EAC, 
*S.B.C.M.), and a 3rd was on Pc. 
Loma Sepe. 22-26 (LSa) . Four 
Red-eyed Vireos were reported, an 
average number nowadays, with 
one inland at F.C.R. Sept. 8 
(MAP) and single birds along the 
coast near Santa Maria Sept. 9 
OSR), and on Pc. Loma Sepe. 30 
(D & MH) and Oct. 14-16 (DP). 
Three Yellow-green Vireos, re­
markably regular strays, were re­
ported with one in Newport Beach 
Sept. 29 (LJ), another in Cosca 
Mesa Oct. 18 OP), andasomewhac 
elusive bird on Pc. Loma Oct. 7-17 
(GMcC). 

WOOD WARBLERS 
Two Golden-winged Warblers 
were found, a male at L. Palmdale 
in n.e. Los Angeles Sepe. 21 OKA) 
and another male in Morongo Val-



ley Oct. 27 (MAP), this being one 
of the rarest of the wood warblers 
to reach California. Tennessee 
Warblers were scarcer than normal 
with only 27 reported between 
Aug. 25 and Nov. 9. Fifteen Vtr­
ginia's Warblers along the coast be­
tween Aug. 27 and Oct. 11 were 
fewer than expected, and the only 
two found inland were single birds 
near Santa Ynez, Santa Barbara, 
Sept. 27-28 (CP) and near Lan­
caster Sept. 3 (KLG). Repons of 
Lucy's Warblers on the coast, 
where quite rare, included single 
birds at Refugio S.B., Santa Bar­
bara, Sept. 13- 17 (SEF), in Go­
leta Nov. 22- Dec. 2 (RPH), at 
S.C.RE. Sept. 4 {RJM), and near 
Imperial Beach Sept. 30---Oct. 2 
(REW). Single N. Parulas, always 
scarce in full, were along the coast 
in Oceano Sept. 29--0ct. 10 (DF), 
near Santa Maria Sept. 22 (PEL) 
and Sept. 30---0ct. 5 (DSt), and in 
Wilmington Sept. 27-Oct. 7 
(MH), and inland at H.D.L. Oct. 
3 {EAC) and at Finney L. near 
S.E.S.S. Sept. 14 (AME). 

oases between Sept. 23 and Oct. 26, 
and a male on Point Lorna Nov. 3 
{EP). Six Black-throated Green 
Warblers along the coast between 
Sept. 29 and Oct. 16 were about av­
erage. Single Blackburnian War­
blers in Oceano Oct. 13 (BS), on 
Pt. Lorna Oct. 2 & 21 (REW), and 
near Imperial Beach Oct. 19-22 
OW) were fewer than expected 
along the coast, but one at H. D .L. 
Oct. 11 (EAC, *S.B.C.M.) was 
among very few ever found inland 
in this Region. A Yellow-throated 
Warbler, casual to accidental in Cal­
ifornia, was phorographed in 
Oceano Sept. 30---0ct. 2 (KZ). A 
Grace's Warbler present in Santa 
Barbara since Sept. 23 (HPR) was 
clearly attempting to winter locally. 

A S? Pine Warbler, an excep­
tionally good find in California, 
was in Oceano Oct. 27 (BS) and a 
male was near Imperial Beach Oct. 
17-19 (DP). Eleven Prairie War­
blers along the coast between Aug. 
26 and Oct. 20 were a90ut aver­
age, but one near Cami! Sept. 29 
(MTH) was among very few ever 

Chestnut-sided Wartiler near Oxnard, California, on October 13, 1990. Photograph/Don 
Desjardin. 

Nine Chestnut-sided Warblers 
were reported along the coast be­
tween Sept. 23--0ct. 15, along with 
very late individuals in Santa Maria 
Nov. 29 0SR) and Gardena, Los 
Angeles, Nov. 15-24 (MH), and 
single individuals found inland at 
Deep Springs Sept. 22 (MAP) and 
at Galileo Hill the same day 
(MTH), giving us an average num­
ber for chis time of year. Seventeen 
Magnolia Warblers scattered 
through the Region Sept. 15--0ct. 
21 were more than expected. A S? 
Cape May Warbler, a species that 
has become remarkably scarce in re­
cent years, was in California City 
0cc. 13 (MTH) and another was 
on Pt. Lorna Oct. 6 (GMcC). The 
only Black-throated Blue Warblers 
found chis fall were six at desert 

Prairie Wartiler in Big Sycamore Canyon, 
Ventura County, California, October 14, 
1990. Photograph/David Koeppel. 

found inland in this Region. Palm 
Warblers were scarce with only 27 
reported afi:er a somewhat early in­
dividual at S.C.R.E. Sepe. 21 
(RJM) . Four Bay-breasted War­
blers were found with one inland 
in California City Oct. 3 (CH), 

and singles along the coast in 
Oceano Oct. 7 OSR), Long Beach 
Sept. 22 (MH), and Huntington 
Beach Oct. 21-22 (BED). Black­
poll Warblers were certainly less 
numerous than normal, with only 
35± found between Sept. 17 and 
Oct. 17, but including three in the 
e. portion of Kem between Sepe. 
15 and 0cc. 12 (MTH), one at 
H.D.L. Sepe. 30 (EAC), and an­
other at L. Palmdale Sept. 21 
OKA), where considered most un­
usual in full. 

Ten Prochonotary Warblers 
were reported, far more than ex­
pected, with three at F.C.R be­
tween Oct. 10 & 14 (T & JH, 
JLD, KLG), one in California City 
Sept. 21-24 0CW), and another 
at H .D .L. Oct. 3 (EAC, 
*S.B.C.M.) being inland, and sin­
gles in Oceano Sept. 29-Oct. 1 
(OF) and Oct. 17-20 (FL), in Los 
Osos Oct. 23-31 (LT), and on Pt. 
Lorna Sept. 29 (REW) & 30 (D & 
MH) along the coast. The only 
Worm-eating Warbler found was 
on Pt. Loma Oct. 21 (REW). 
Twelve Ovenbirds scattered 
throughout the Region between 
Sept. 23 and Nov. 4 was about av­
erage. A o Kentucky Warbler, ca­
sual to accidental in California, was 
on Pc. Lorna Sept. 14-17 (DA). 

No fewer than five Connecticut 
Warblers were found with single 
birds inland at Stovepipe Wells in 
Death Valley Sepe. 22 (MAP), at 
nearby Scotty's Castle Sept. 22-27 
(MAP), and at Galileo Hill Sept. 
19 (RFC), and along the coast on 
Pt. Loma Sept. 14-15 (GMcC) 
and in Goleta Sept. 28-30 (DSt). 
Five Mourning Warblers appeared 
co be about normal with single 
birds at Oceano Oct. 3 OSR) , 
Gaviota Sepe. 13 (PEL), Carpinte­
ria Sept. 23 (PEL), Huntington 
Beach Oct. 8 (SM), and Pc. Loma 
Sepe. 19 (REW). Single Hooded 
Warblers in Irvine Sepe. 22 OT), 
near San Juan Capistrano Nov. 3 
(MD), and on Pt. Lorna Oct. 2 
(REW) were about average. More 
Canada Warblers than expected 
reached the coast with 10 reported 
Sepe. 17--0ct. 19; one at F.C.R 
Sept. 25-28 (KVR), another in 
California City Nov. 1 {MTH), 
and a 3rd banded near Victorville, 
San Bernardino, Sepe. 30 (SJM) 
were inland where few indeed have 
been found. 

TANAGERS TO 
FINCHES 
A o Hepatic Tanager, most un­
usual as a vagrant along the coast, 
was on Pt. Lorna Sept. 29--0ct. 1 

(REW) and a female was there 
Oct. 6 (GMcC). A Summer Tan­
ager at Oasis Nov. 4 (RMcK) and 
another at F.C.R Nov. 17 (MAP) 
were both exceptionally late for the 
n.e. portion of the Region. A o 
Scarlet Tanager, a difficult bird co 
come by in California, was on Pt. 
Loma Oct. 14-16 (REW), an­
other was in Costa Mesa Nov. 12 
(RAH), and Kern's first was pho­
tographed in Mojave Oct. 19 
(MTH). A Blue Grosbeak in Mo­
jave Nov. 18 (HB) was remark­
able, since the previous late dace for 
the n.e. portion of the Region had 
been in late September. A s> 
Painted Bunting, casual to acci­
dental in California, was at F.C.R 
Sepe. 25 (GHR), and another was 
photographed near Cantil Oct. 6 
(MTH). A Dickcissel in Big Pine 
Sept. 11 (T & JH), single individ­
uals at F.C.R Sept. 22 (MAP) and 
Nov. 2 QLD), one in Baker Oct. 6 
(MAP) , and another at H .D.L. 
Sept. 30 (EAC) were inland, and 
single birds in Goleta Sept. 8 & 14 
(PEL) and on Pt. Lorna Sept. 25 
(REW) were along the coast. 

A Green-tailed Towhee in Cam­
bria Nov. 1-6 (NW) was only the 
6th ever found in San Luis Obispo. 
As usual a few Am. Tree Sparcows 
pushed south into the n.e. portion 
of the Region, with six found in 
Inyo Oct. 26-Nov. 17. Clay-col­
ored Sparrows were much less nu­
merous than a year ago with only 
25 repotted between Aug. 28 and 
Oct. 21. A Black-chinned Sparrow 
ac Vail L., Riverride, Oct. 22 (SJM) 
was one of very few found in Cali­
fornia at this time of year. Single 
Lark Buntings at F.C.R. Sept. 8 
(MAP) and near Scotty's Castle at 
the n. end of Death Valley Oct. 27 
(GMcC) were the only two found 
this full. 

Large-billed Savannah Sparrows 
were again found along the coast of 
s. California with one at the Santa 
Ynez R. mouth Nov. 28-Dec. 1 
(SEF) being the first in years for 
Santa Barbara, and up co four as 
far n. as Morro Bay Sept. 21--0ct. 
5 (GPS) . A Le Conte's Sparrow 
photographed at S.C.R.E. Sepe. 
23-24 (RJM) was one of very few 
to be found in California, and the 
first ever along the coast of s. Cali­
fornia. A Sharp-tailed Sparrow at 
F.C.R Sept. 22 (KR) was the first 
ever found inland in this Region in 
full. Swamp Sparrows were a little 
more numerous than usual with 
35± reported afi:er Oct. 11. White­
throated Sparrows were also nu­
merous with 70± reported afi:er 
Sept. 29, but Harris' Sparrows 
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were scarcer than normal with only 
seven found afi:er Nov. 3. 

Up to two McCown's Long­
spurs, rare stragglers to California, 
were in Irvine Oct. 19-Nov. 3 
(DSi) and two more were near Im­
perial Beach Nov. 18-25 

Lapland Longspur at California City, Cali­
fornia, Ncwember 2, 1990. 
Photograplv.lohn Wilson. 

(GMcC). As usual a few Lapland 
Longspurs pushed south into this 
Region with at least 17 found afi:er 
Oct. 9. At least 55 Chesrnut-col­
lared Longspurs, the most nwner­
ous and widespread of the 
longspurs here, were found scat­
tered through the Region with the 
earliest at F.C.R. Sept. 25 OLD). 

Bobolinks were relatively scarce, 
with only nine found in the e. por-

tion of the Region and 18 more 
along the coast between Sept. 13 
and Oct. 25, along with a very late 
individual in Lompoc Nov. 10--18 
(KH). The only Rusty Blackbirds 
found were one in Balcer Nov. 11 
(MAP), another near Cantil Nov. 
15 (MTH), and four together at 
H.D.L. Oct. 25 (FAC). Orchard 
Orioles also appeared less nwner­
ous than normal with only four 
found along the coast between 
Sept. 15 and Oct. 28. A o Balti­
more Oriole at Finney L. near 
S.E.S.S. Sept. 9-11 (GMcC) was 
at an unusual locality and early for 
a vagrant. 

A Rosy Finch near Scotty's Cas­
tle Oct. 26 (PEL) was at a most un­
usual locality. A few Red Crossbills 
pushed south into this Region dur­
ing November, with 16 on 
Figueroa Mt. near Santa Barbara 
Nov. 9 (NS) and one in California 
City Nov. 6 (MT H ) being the 
southernmost. Single Lawrence's 
Goldfinches at F.C.R. Oct. 10 (T 
& JH) , Desert Center Sept. 23 
(MAP) , and Thousand Palms 
Sept. 30 (MAP) were in areas 
where few have been found. Small 
numbers of Evening Grosbealcs 
were scattered throughout the e. 
portion of the Region during Oc-

tober and November, with one at 
S.E.S.S. Oct. 17-18 (WRR) being 
the southernmost and only the 3rd 
ever in Imperial 
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