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More Pterodromas graced our
ocean waters, Swainson’s
Hawks were confirmed winter-
ing in the Central Valley, and
Yellow Rail was again found
along the north coast. However,
amid these highlights were the
Region’s fifth straight year of
drought, and an Arctic blast
that set record low temperatures
during the last week of Decem-
ber. These events appeared to
have a profound effect on local
wintering waterfowl popula-
tions, distributing them in large
numbers over atypical areas.
Most striking was how the Big
Freeze affected insectivores and
nectarivores. The length and
severity of the freeze caused
massive vegetation and insect
die-offs. Many noted the drop
in hummingbird, Tree Swallow,
and warbler numbers during
and after the freeze. Rich Stall-
cup felt Townsend’s Warblers
and Ruby-crowned Kinglets in
coastal Marin County may have
suffered mortality rates in excess
of 90%!

Abbreviations: C.A.S. (Califor-
nia Academy of Sciences); C.V.
(Central Valley); D.F.G.
(Department of Fish and Game);
E.O.P. (End of Period); F.I.
(Southeast Farallon Island); S.F.
(San Francisco); ph. (photo on
Sfile with Regional Editors). All
records from F.I. should be
credited to Point Reyes Bird
Observatory. Place names in
stalics are counties.

LOONS TO

CORMORANTS

Inland Pacific Loons were at L.
Shastina, Siskiyou, Dec. 14 (RE)
and O’Neill Forebay, Merced,
Dec. 30 (RAE). Thelone docu-
mented Yellow-billed Loon fre-
quented Moss Landing Jan.
10-Feb. 13 (REM, {DR,
tm.ob.). A Red-necked Grebe
was rare away from tidewater at
Overfelt Gardens, San Jose,
Dec. 18 (D. Johnson). Roughly
500,000 Eared Grebes were still
on Mono L. Dec. 30 (D. Banta,
ES). Such large numbers last

lingered into December—]Jan-
uary in 1987-1988. The S.
Marin CBC total of 536 Clark’s
Grebes Dec. 29 set a new conti-
nental CBC record.

The 1140 N. Fulmars count-
ed from Pigeon Pt. Dec. 29
(BS) established a new high for
San Mateo. Eight Mottled
Petrels from 39 mi w.n.w. of
Patricks Pt., Humboldt, to 36
mi w.s.w. of Point St. George,
Del Norte, Dec. 10 were almost
expected, but a Murphy’s Petrel
at the latter location (all tM.
Force, T. Staudt) was seasonally
unprecedented (see AB 43(3):
400-415 and AB45(1):146).
Flesh-footed Shearwaters off-
shore MontereyFeb. 2 (RLCL)
8 9 (DLSh) may havebeen the
same bird. Ashy Storm-Petrel is
rare in winter, especially near
shore, but one was off Bodega
Head Jan. 27 (M. Williams).

Double-crested Cormorants
were extraordinarily abundant
in San Joaquin, with maxima of
1500 at the Stockton sewage
ponds Jan. 30 (WRH) and
2200 roosting on Empire Tract
Feb. 22 (DGY). The drought
and strong shad runs in the San
Joaquin R. were possible expla-
nations (DGY). Two Brandt’s
and three Pelagic cormorants
were deep inside south S.F. Bay
(PJM, RJR, ES) and another
Pelagic was found inland to

Benicia, Solano, Dec. 17 (ABtt,
G. Karr, V. Cobum).

EGRETS TO

DUCKS

A most unusual Snowy Egret
with entirely yellow legs was
found at L. Earl, Del Norte, Feb.
2-3 (ph. ADB). This could
complicate identification of
young Little Blue Herons! The
hybrid Snowy Egret X Little
Blue Heron spent its 4th winter
at the south end of S.F. Bay
(m.ob.). A flock of 90 Cattle
Egrets on Bouldin I., San
Joaquin, Dec. 1 (DGY, WRH)
was the only large group noted.
The Sebastopol/Santa Rosa
Wood Stork remained until
Dec. 28 (ph. DN, m.ob.), was
seen at Pt. Reyes Dec. 29 (D.
Weintraub), and was found
dead near Pigeon Pt. Jan. 2 (P.
Gandy-Jaureguy, *C.A.S.), a
first for San Mateo.

Over 47,000 Tundra Swans
counted on the Stockton CBC
set a new national CBC record.
As many as four “Bewick’s”
Swans wintered in the Sacra-
mento—San Joaquin Delta
(MJL,SNGH, LJP ez al.) and
another was seen at Pt. Arena,
Mendocino, Dec. 27 (R. Alexan-
der). An adult and four imm.
Trumpeter Swans were present
in the Arcata Bottoms Dec.
24-Jan. 6 (S. Miller, 1F]B,
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