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Dry weather continued through 
most of the winter. Heavy rains 
at the end of February and early 
March brought the rainfall for 
most areas up ro near normal 
for the year, bur this did licrle co 
reduce the effect of five years of 
drought. 

Mountain birds were relative­
ly scarce in the coastal lowlands, 
with virtually no Mountain 
Chickadees present, and only a 
handful of Red-breasted 
Nuthatches a nd Golden­
crowned Kinglets reported. 
Numbers ofberry-eacers such as 
robins and Cedar Waxwings 
were in general unimpressive , 
although Hermit Thrushes were 
far more numerous than usual. 
Very few Purple Finches moved 
from areas of normal occur­
rence, and Pine Siskins were vir­
tually absent away from known 
breeding areas. 

An exceptional cold spell in 
late December undoubtedl y 
impacted a number of insectivo­
rous species such as Rub y­
crowned Kingl ecs, and clearly 
had an adverse effect on birds 
atte mpting to winter north of 
normal range, as was evident 
from che numbers of such 
species as Solitary Vireos, 
Nashville Warblers, Wilson's 
Warblers, Summer Tanagers, 
and orthern Orioles present in 
December compared to those 
still presen t in January and 
February. 

Abbreviations: B.V.R.A. (Buena 
Vista Recreation Area, s. w. corner 
of the San Joaquin Valley, Kern 
Co.); F.C.R. (Furnace Creek 
Ranch in Death Valley, I nyo 
Co.); H.D.L. (Harper Dry Lake, 
n. w. of Barstow, San Bernardino 
Co.); N.E.S.S. (north end of the 
Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); 
S.B.C.M. (San Bernardino 
County Museum); S.C.R.E . 
(Santa Clara River Estuary near 
Ventura); S.E.S.S. (south end of 
the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.); 
V.A.F.B. (Vandenberg Air Force 
Base, Santa Barbara Co.). As vir­
tually all rarities found in S. 
California are seen by numerous 
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observers, only the observer ini­
tially identifying the bird is 
included. Documentation is on 
file with ch e Ca lifornia Bird 
Records Committee (c/o 
Michael A. Patten, P .O. Box 
8612, Riverside , CA 92515-
8612) for all rarities listed in 
chis report , and records submit­
ted without documentation are 
not published. 

LOONS TO 
PELICANS 
At least five Red-throated Loons 
were found on large bodies of 
fresh water w. of che Coast 
Range, where small numbers are 
prese nt each winter. A Com. 
Loon on West L. near S.E.S.S. 
Dec. IO (JLD) was in an area 
where few winter records are 
known. Single Red-necked 
Grebes, unusual anywhere 
south of Pc. Concepcion, were 
in Ventura Jan. 7-25 (RJM ), 
Oxnard Feb. 23 (RJM ), and 
Marina del Rey Dec. 7-Feb. 10 
(BE). A bird believed co be a 
light morph Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater was seen near 32° 
45' N-120° 45'W, about 60 mi 
s.w.ofSanNicolasI.,Jan.15 
(RRV) ; there are only 2 accept­
ed records for this species in 
California. A few Short-tailed 
Shearwaters were along che 
coast as indicated by singles off 
Pismo Beach Feb . 3 (EVJ), off 
Newport Beach Dec. 21 
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(MT H ), off La J o lla Mar. 6 
(JO'B), and off San Diego Jan. 
1 (CGE). Most unusual for S. 
California waters was the pres­
ence of 15 Fork-railed Storm­
Petrel s in the a rea of 34 ° 
00 ' N-123° 00 'W, far off Pt. 
Conception,Jan. 21 (RRV). 
Eleven Ashy Scorm-Pecrels net­
ted on San Miguel I. during che 
n ight of Jan. 7 (JD) strongly 
suggested nesting at this locali­
ry. 

Four Red-billed Tropicbirds 
were seen far off San Diego, 
with cwo together at 31 ° 
l0 'N-118 ° 50'W on J an 9 
(RRV), and single birds at 3 1 ° 
20 ' N-120 ° 15 'W and 31 ° 
05'N-l 20 ° 45'W on Jan. I 0 
(RRV). Five Red-railed Trop­
icbirds a little more than 200 mi 
off San Diego Jan. 11-12 
(RRV) were in an area where 
this spec ies is reported some­
what regularly. Ten Brown Peli­
cans on che Salton Sea Dec. 13 
had declined co cwo on Jan. 13 
(WRR); these and an immature 
near Brawley, Imperial, Jan. 26 
(GMcC) may have spent the 
winter locally. 

HERONS TO 
RAPTORS 
Three Tricolored Herons were 
aro und San Diego with an 
immature at the mouth of the 
Tijuana Ri ve r near Imperial 
Beach found Dec. 7 (GMcC), 

an adult found there Jan. 1 
(GMcC), and a subadu lt near 
che mouth of the San Diego 
River found Jan. 26 (PJ), all 
present through February. The 
ad. Reddish Egret spend ing its 
9th winter around s. San Diego 
Bay was present through ac least 
Jan. 1 (GMcC), and the imma­
ture in the same area was pre­
sen c through ac lease Feb. 8 
(DSe). The ad . Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron near Imper ial 
Beach remained through Jan . 7 
(DA), and che individ ual pre­
sen c around La Jolla and San 
Elijo Lagoon si nce October 
1981 was in La Jolla Dec. 
18-Feb. 26 (JO'B) . Two Wood 
Storks near Escondido Dec. 
28-Feb. 13 (PJ) were along the 
coast, where very rare. 

At least 65 Greater White­
fronted Geese we re reported 
during December and January 
along the immediate coast, 
where now considered quite 
rare, including flocks of 20 at 
the Santa Ynez R. mouth , Santa 
Barbara, 15 near Del Mar, and 
11 at Point Mugu, Ventura. At 
least 40 Snow Geese were 
reported from che same area, 
including flocks of 13 at Point 
Mugu and 11 near Oceanside; 
an adult photographed at Sec­
combe Lake near San Bernardi­
no Feb. 24 (MAP) was of the 
blue morph, exceptional away 
from S.E.S.S. Twenty-seven 
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Ross ' Geese were also reported 
along the coast, including a 
flock of seven in Anaheim Dec. 
7-Jan. 1 (DRW); one at F.C.R. 
throughout the period (T & 
JH) and seven near Canril, 
Kern, Feb. 1 (MTH) were at 
interesting localities. Up to 
seven Canada Geese of the 
endangered race leucopareia 
were near Del Mar Dec. 
16--Jan. 21 (LS), and at least 13 
"Cackling Geese" were along 
the coast, including six together 
at S.C.R.E. Dec. 31-Feb. 10 
(LRB). 

Since Blue-winged Teal are 
rarely found away from the 
coast in winter, 12 s.e. of Bak­
ersfie ld throughout the seaso n 
(JCW) and 15 around the 
Salton Sea Dec. IO (JLD) were 
of interest. At least 28 Eur. 
Wigeon were reported, includ­
ing two males far inland near 
Helendale , San Bernardino, 
Nov. 11-'-Mar. 3 (MAP). Most 
significant was a o Common 
Pochard at Silver Lakes near 
Helendale Jan. 17-Feb. 23 
(EAC), undoubtedly the same 
bird as present here during the 
winter of 1988- 1989 (AB 
43:365). At least seven Tufted 
Ducks were in the Region this 

through the period (BLa), and 
an imm. male was present near­
by Dec. 30 through February 
(RW). 

Ten Oldsquaws were found 
along the coast, with a female 
on San Diego Bay Nov. 
20-Feb. 24 (JLD) the southern­
most; one photographed inland 
near Canril Dec. 8 (MTH) was 
apparently only the 2nd found 
in Kern; one shot at S.E.S.S. 
Dec. 22 (WRR) and another 
seen there Feb. 13 (WRR) were 
also inland. Since Black Scorers 
are quite rares. of Pt. Concep­
tion, the presence of six scat­
tered along the coast, including 
up to two together on San 
Diego Bay Jan. 8 rhrough 
February (DA) , were more than 
expected in recent years. Two 
Surf Scorers on the Salton Sea 
near Salton City Dec. 9 (JLD) 
and three more at N.E.S.S. Feb. 
18 (GMcC) were inland, where 
rare. A White-winged Scorer on 
the Salton Sea at the mouth of 
Salt Creek Dec. 10 (JLD), 
another at N. E.S .S. Dec. 16 
(MAP), and two more at 
S.E.S.S. Dec. 13-18 (WRR) 
were also rare in land. An ad. o 
Barrow's Goldeneye on Tin­
nemaha Res. near Big Pine, 

Tufted Duck at Ventura, California, February 9, 1991. At least seven 
individuals were found in southern California during the season. 
Photograph/ Don Desjardin. 

winter, with a female near 
S.C. R .E . Jan. 19-Mar. 5 
(RJM), a female at nearby Sari­
coy Dec. 23 (JLD), up to two 
males on Castaic L., Los Angeles, 
Dec. 28-Jan. 28 (KLG), a male 
on nearby Pyramid L. Jan. 
14-Feb. 7 (BJ), another male 
on Quail L., Los Angeles, Feb. 
I-Mar. 8 (DK), and a 5th male 
on Puddingstone Res., Los 
Angeles, for at least its 3rd win­
ter Nov. 17-Jan. 30 (MB) . The 
<i' Harlequin Duck at Point 
Mugu since Nov. 17 remained 
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Inyo, Jan . 5-6 (T & JH) was in 
an area where smal l numbers 
may be regular. 

Two Black-shouldered Kites 
near Westmorland Feb. 18 
(GMcC) and a nother at 
S.E.S.S. Feb . 22 (KLG) were in 
the s.e. corner of the Region, 
where still considered rare. At 
least four Zone-tailed Hawks 
were along the coast of San 
Diego this winter, with an adult 
near Oceanside Dec. 22 
(GMcC), another adult near 
San Marcos Dec. 22 (JO'B), an 

adult in Escondido Dec. 
19-Mar. 12 (MM) and an 
immature there Jan. 30-Mar. 
18 (MM). The fact that only 
one Rough-legged Hawk was 
reported from along the coast, 
and none was found in the n.e. 
portion of the Region, il lus­
trates just how scarce this 
species was this winter. A Mer­
lin photographed near Bishop, 
Inyo, Jan. 26 (T & JH) 
appeared to be of the dark race 
suckleyi, considered very rare in 
S. California. 

CRANES TO 
ALCIDS 
An imm. Sandhill Crane pho­
tographed at N .E.S.S. Dec. 29 
(MAP) was away from any area 
of regular occurrence; up to two 
immatures near San Juan Capis­
trano Dec. 20-Feb. 10 (RAE) 
and another over Orange Feb. 
25 (SG) were along the coast, 
where now considered casual. A 
Black-bellied Plover at Edwards, 
Kern , Feb. 16 (MTH) was 
unexpectedly early for this area. 
Reports of wintering Lesser 
Golden-Plovers included two 
near Santa Maria still present 
Mar. 9 (JSR), six on V.A.F.B. 
Jan . 18 (KH), five near Point 
Mugu Feb. 9-Mar. 1 (RJM), up 
to 12 at Seal Beach through the 
period (DRW), and one near 
Del Mar Feb. 7 (DP), all iden­
tified as the Asiatic fulva, the 
only form known to winter in 
the State. The only Mountain 
Plovers found along the coast, 
where they have become rare, 
were the usual flock of up to 30 
near Santa Maria (KH), up to 
13 on V.A.F.B . (KH), 15 near 
Point Mugu Jan. 26- Mar. 10 
(DDJ), and 10 near Imperial 
Beach (GMcC) . 

Two Ruddy Turnstones near 

Salton City Dec. 9 (JLD) and 
another at S.E.S.S. Dec. 18 
(GMcC) were in land where 
unusua l in winter. A Wi lson's 
Phalarope , most u nusual in 
winter, was at S.E.S.S. Feb. 11 
(HEC). 

Four ad. Laughing Gulls, rare 
in California in winter, were at 
N.E.S.S. Dec. 29 (KR), one was 
on Finney L. near S.E.S.S. Dec. 
10-17 (JLD), and another adul t 
was photographed near West­
morland Jan. 30 (BRZ). A first­
winter Franklin's Gull, very rare 
anywhere in California in win­
ter , was on V.A.F.B. Dec. 16 
(KH), and another was in Santa 
Barbara Feb. 5 (FS). The Mew 
Gull found at the B.V.R.A. 
Nov. 24 was still present Dec. 
22 (SF), and first-winter birds at 
S.E.S.S. Dec. 18 (GMcC) and 
N.E.S.S. Dec. 9- Feb . 2 (JLD) 
were a lso far in land. An ad . 
Herring Gull on Klondike L. 
near Big Pine Dec. 30 (T & JH) 
was among very few ever found 
in Inyo. Even rarer in this gener­
al area was a first-w inter Thay­
er's Gull in Victorville, San 
Bernardino, Jan. 1 (MAP). Since 
W. Gulls are considered casual 
inland, up to three at N .E.S.S. 
Dec. 17-Feb. 18 (JLD) were of 
interest. A 2nd-winter G lau­
cous-winged Gu ll at N.E.S .S. 
Dec. 29 (KR), and an adult at 
S.E.S.S. Dec. 18-Jan. 26 (JLD) , 
were far inland where consid­
ered rare. An ad. Glaucous Gull 
standing on the ice at Tinnema­
ha Res. near Big Pine Dec. 
23-25 (MTH) was the first 
found inland away from the 
Salton Sea; along the coast at 
least 11 first-winter birds were 
found , including nine along the 
Santa Barbara coast (AA, SEF, 
BKH, KH, MAH, JSR, KJZ) 
and up to two at S.C.R.E. Jan . 

First-winter Glaucous Gull at the Santa Clara River Estuary, California, 
February 19, 1991. Photograph/Brad Silleson. 



14-Mar. 2 (RJM). 
A Com. Tern in Goleta Nov. 

18-Jan. 15 (RGJ) was clearly 
arrempring to winter locally. Up 
to 175 Black Skimmers at Point 
Mugu Jan. 3-Mar. 2 (RJM) and 
up to 16 in Santa Barbara Jan . 
1-Feb. 4 (FS) were by far rhe 
largest numbers ever north of 
Orange, and surprising for this 
rime of year. 

Reports ofXantus' Murrelers 
included one off Santa Barbara 
Dec. 29 (JLD), two off New­
port Beach Jan . 20 (MTH) , one 
off La Jolla Jan. 1 (DJ ), a nd 
another off San Diego Jan. 28 
(BRZ). A few Ancient Murrelers 

Ancient Murrelet at the Ventura 
Marina, California, January 1, 
1991. Photograph/Bob Hefter. 

moved south into S. California 
waters as indicated by up to two 
in Ventura Jan. 1-7 (DDe), one 
off Newport Beach Dec. 15 
(MTH), two off La Jolla Dec. 
12-16 (JO ' B), and three more 
there Mar. 6 QO'B). 

DOVES TO 
WOODPECKERS 
Three White-winged Doves 
near Santa Ynez, Santa Barbara, 
Dec. 12-15 ( CP), another near 
Solvang Jan. 27 (HPS) , and one 
near Imperial Beach Dec. 9 
(REW) were away from thew. 
edge of rhe low desert, the only 
area in the Stare where this 
species regularly winters. Two 
2 Ruddy Ground-Doves were 
sti ll ar F.C.R. Dec. 14 (T & 
JH ), probably attempting ro 
winter. Since Shorr-eared Owls 
have become alarmingly scarce 
in this Region in recent years , 
one on Upper Newport Bay 
Dec. 3-30 (PK) and another 
near S .E.S.S. Dec. 29 (BM) 
were of interest. Two Lesser 
Nighthawks, very rare in winter, 
were near Lakeview, Riverside, 

Jan. I (DLD) and two more 
were over Lower Oray L. nea r 
San Diego Jan. 5 (KR). A Com. 
Poorwill in Randsburg, Kern, 
Dec. 13 (DVB) and another at 
H .D.C Dec. 9 (EAC) were 
among very few ever found in 
rhe e. portion of the Region in 
winter. 

Four Vaux 's Swifts near 
downtown Los Angeles Mar. 16 
(KLG), 50 over El Monte Jan. 
22 (DRW), another group of 
about 50 near Oceanside Dec. 
22 (GMcC) , an d one near 
Imperial Beach Dec. 8 (GMcC) 
were all undoubtedly wintering. 
A o Broad-billed Hummi ng­
bird in Orange Feb. 11 (D RW) 
was the first to be found in Cali­
fornia in 2 years. Well described 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
included an immature near San 
Luis Obispo Dec. 13-Ja n . 8 
(DR) , ano th e r in Arroyo 
G rande, San Luis Obispo, Dec. 
20 (M B & NM), and another 
inland ar Desert Center D ec. 8 
(CMcG). A Downy Woodpeck­
er at H.D.L. Jan. 16 (EAC) was 
away from any area of normal 
occurrence. 

FLYCATCHERS TO 
SWALLOWS 
The Greater Pewee spending its 
3rd winter in San Diego was 
sti ll present ar the end of rhe 
period (B & IM ), and another 
near Tustin Feb. 10-13 
(GMcC) was on ly the 2nd to be 
found in Orange. Wintering 
Gray Flycatchers included one 
in Santa Barbara Dec. 29-Jan . I 
(BS), another in Riverside Dec. 
27 (C-TL), and a 3rd near 
Rubidoux, Riverside, Feb . 8-9 
(CMcG). A "W . Flycatcher" in 
Mission Viejo Dec. 16 (BED), 
another in Irvine Dec. 30 
(DRW), and a 3rd in Del Mar 
Dec. 16 (JO'B) were the only 
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ones reported this winter. Four 
E. Phoebes were present wit h 
one spend ing its 3rd winter in 
Santa Barbara Oct. 30-Feb. 8 
(RWH) , another in Grand Ter­
race , San Bernardino, Nov. 
I-Feb. I (DG ), a 3rd in the 
Prado Basin near Corona Feb. 3 
(EAC), and rhe 4th along rhe 
San ta Ana R. near Riverside 
Dec. 16- Jan. 6 (SJM). A Ver­
mil ion Flycatcher spending its 
2nd winter near Santa Maria 
Oct. 21-Jan. 13 (SFB) was 
un usuall y far north . The only 
Ash-th roared Fl yca tcher was 
near I mperia l Beach Dec. 2 
(REW) . A Tropical Kingbird at 

near Corona Feb. 8-9 (DRW) 
was only the 5th ever found in 
S. Californ ia in winter. 

A . Rough-winged Swallow 
over El Monte Jan. 18 (D RW), 
another in Irvin e D ec. 2-30 
(D RW), one in Anaheim Dec. 
21-Feb. 10 (J P), anoth er in 
CostaMesaJan.11 (JP),a nd 
two nea r Imperial Beach D ec. 
15-Feb. 3 (GMcC) cl ea rl y 
spent the winter locally. 

JAYS TO 
VIREOS 
The presence of seven Sreller's 
Jays in th e area of Sa n Marcos 
Pass above Santa Barbara , and 

Los Serranos L. near -----------------~ 
Chino Jan. 29-Mar. 
3 1 (H EC) and 
another in Anaheim 
Nov. 13-Feb. 16 
(DRW) were away 
from rhe immediate 
coast, th us most 
unusual; o ne on 
V.A.F.B . Jan. 
30-Mar. 15 (KH) 
was ap parently the 
same bird prese nt 
here the past 2 win­
ters, and another in 
Goleta Sept. 27-Feb. 
5 (RGJ ) was appar­
ently rh e sa me bird 
present here the past 
4 winters. A Cassin's 
Kingbird at Finney 
L. near S.E.S.S. Jan . 
19 and Feb. 10 
(HEC) was among 
very few eve r foun d 
in chis area. A T hick­
billed Kingbird near 
Tustin Dec. 16-Mar. 
16 (DRW) was clear­
ly rhe same bird that 
spent the lasr 8 win­
ters at this loca t ion. 
AW. Kingbird in the 
Prado Basin Park 
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three more in Santa Barbara 
itself, indicated some moved 
from the mountains into the 
coasta l lowlands; one in Bak­
ersfield Dec. 28-29 (MOC) 
suggested a few may also have 
moved down into the Central 
Valley. A Plain Titmouse of the 
coastal race transpositu s in 
Mecca Dec. 29-31 (GH, 
*S.B .C.M.) was the first ever 
found "in the vicinity of the 
Salton Sea. Single Winter 
Wrens near Lakeview Dec. 16 
(SJM) and D ec . 18-Jan. 27 
(SJM), and another near Impe­
rial Beach Dec. 3- 15 (DP), 
were the southernmost report­
ed; the latter was thought to be 
a bird from the e. population on 
the basis of its call. 

A Brown Thrasher , a rare 
straggler, was near Ca lexico 
Dec. 13 (WRR). A Sage 
Thrasher at L. Los Cameras 
near Goleta Jan. 8 (JPH) , 
another in Irvine Dec. 24 OB), 
and a 3rd in Orange Feb. 2 
(BED) were along the immedi­
ate coast, where unusual in win­
ter. The ad. White Wagtai l 
found in Saticoy Nov . 8 was 
still present Mar. 9 (RJM). A 
Bohemian Waxwing was well 

Bohemian Waxwing at Big Pine, 
California, January 8, 1991. 
Photograph/Tom Heindel. 

photographed in Big Pine Jan. 
8-13 (T & JH), and up to three 
were present in Bakersfield Jan. 
16- 19 OCW), indicating a few 
reached S. California chis win­
ter. The only N . Shrike reported 
was an adult at Tinnemaha Res. 
near Big Pine Feb. 14 (T & 
JH). 

A Bell 's Vireo, most unusual 
in winter , was near Imperial 
Beach Dec. 2-Jan. 5 (REW) 
with a 2nd nearby Dec. 15 
(GMcC). Fifteen Solitary Vire­
os were along the coast in 
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December, including at least six 
along the Tijuana R. near Impe­
rial Beach, but with only three 
remaining past che end of 
December; inland four were 
around Bakersfield in December 
with only two remaining lacer, 
and one more was in Brawley 
Jan. 20-31 (EAC); all but three 
cassinii near Imperial Beach and 
two more in Orange were of the 
gray form plumbeus. 

WOOD WARBLERS 
A 9 Golden-winged Warbler 
along the Tijuana R. near Impe­
rial Beach Dec. 15 (REW) may 
have been an exceptionally late 
fall vagrant, since much looking 
by a number of interested 
observers failed to locate it 
again. A Lucy 's Warbler in 
Goleta Nov. 22-Dec. 23 (RPH) 
was attempting to winter local­
ly, but evidently succumbed to 

the cold spell in late December. 
Seventeen Nashville Warblers 
were reported in December, but 
with only five of these remain­
ing past the New Year. A Vir­
ginia's Warbler in Riverside 
Ocr. 28-Mar. 3 (MAP) and 
another in Brawley Nov. 
10-Jan. 31 (MAP) were both 
returning for their 2nd winter. 
AN. Parula in San Diego Dec. 
2-Jan. 18 (B & IM) was appar­
ently the same bird present here 
during the past 2 winters. 

A Chestnut-sided Warbler , 
very rare in winter, was present 
in Pacific Beach , San Diego, 
Dec. 13-Jan 31 OO'B); another 
near Imperial Beach Dec. 1-3 
(REW) was probably a late fall 
vagrant. A Magnolia Warbler in 
Lompoc Nov. 18-Dec. 7 (KH) 
appears to have been an excep­
tionally lace fall vagrant. A 9 
Cape May Warbler in Cosca 
Mesa Feb. 9 into March (RAH) 
was about the 7 th known to 
have spent the winter in S. Cali­
fornia. Only 12 Black-throated 
Gray Warblers were found 
along the coast, and singles were 
inland in Brawley Dec. 10 
(JLD) and Jan. 26 (MAP). 
Thirteen Hermit Warblers were 
reported between Morro Bay 
and San Diego, now being 
found regularly along the coast 
in small numbers at this season. 
A Black-throated Green War­
bler in Lompoc Nov. 18-Dec. 5 
(KH) may have been attempt­
ing to winter locally but was 
more likely a late fall vagrant. 
T he Grace 's Warbler found in 
Santa Barbara Sept. 23 was still 

present Feb. 25 (HPR). A 9 
Pine Warbler in San Diego 
Mar. 3-21 (DP) undoubtedly 
spent the winter locally, and was 
about the 12th known to have 
wintered in S. California. Nine 
Palm Warblers along the coast 
were fewer than expected, but 
one at N.E.S.S. Dec. 29 (SJM) 
was among very few ever found 
inland at chis time of year. 

Eight Black-and-white War­
blers were reported: singles in 
San Luis Obispo Dec. 1-15 
(JSR), Goleta Dec. 21 (RGJ), 
Carpinteria Nov. 30-Jan. 26 
(LRB), Ventura Dec. 17-Jan. 9 
(BL), Long Beach Dec. 22 
through February (DSc), Hunt­
ington Beach Nov. 3-Feb. 9 
(BED), Escondido throughout 
the period (PJ), and near Impe­
rial Beach Dec. 3-9 OO'B). An 
Am. Redstart present for its 3rd 
winter in Santa Ana Nov. 
15-Dec. 30 (DRW), one near 
Oceanside in December (PU), 
anot her in La Jolla Dec. 2 
(JO ' B) , one in San Diego all 
winter (REW) and two more 
along the Tijuana R. near Impe­
rial Beach in December (REW) 
were all along the coast where 
rare in winter, but four or five 
around S.E.S.S. were in an area 
where small numbers regularly 
winter. 

At least five N. Wacerthrush­
es were along the Tijuana R. 
near Imperial Beach in Decem­
ber (REW) but only two were 
still there at the end of the peri­
od, suggesting some may have 
been late fall migrants or failed 
to survive the late December 
cold snap . A MacGillivray' s 
Warbler , very rare in winter, 
was seen in Ventura Dec. 25 
(RL), another was found in San 
Marino Feb. 18 (DC), and a 
3rd was near Imperial Beach 
Dec. I (REW). A 9 Hooded 
Warbler in El Toro , Orange, 
Dec. 15-16 (LRH) was appar­
ently a very lace fall straggler. 
Forty Wilson 's Warblers along 
the coast in December was an 
above average number for win­
ter, but fewer than half of these 
remained into the New Year. 

TANAGERS TO 
FINCHES 
A o Hepatic Tanager in Santa 
Barbara Oct. 23-Apr. 3 (HPR) 
was undoubtedly the same bird 
present here during the past 8 
winters, and another ad. male 
was present nearby Nov. 
29-Dec. 29 (BLo). Twenry-two 

Summer Tanagers were report­
ed, but only seven of these were 
found after the first of the year. 
Western Tanagers appeared 
scarcer than usual with only 26 
reported along the coast. The 
only Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
reported was in Santa Barbara 
Dec. 29 (KB). A Black-headed 
Grosbeak, most unusual in win­
ter, was in Oceano Dec. 6 (KJZ) 
and another was in San Diego 
Jan. 8 (D & MH) . A o Indigo 
Bunting inland in Brawley Jan. 
19-20 (EAC) was among very 
few ever found in S. California 
in winter. 

A Clay-colored Sparrow, very 
rare in winter, was present in 
Lompoc Nov . 12- Jan. 20 
(KH). Th ree Large-billed 
[Savannah] Sparrows (Passercu­
lus [sandwichensis} rostratus) at 
S.C.R.E. from fall through Feb. 
23 (RJM) were the northern­
most reported . A Grasshopper 
Sparrow, rarely found in winter, 
was near Valencia, Los Angeles, 
Dec. 29 (KLG), and another 
was on the Plano Trabuco, 
Orange, Jan. 11 (LRB). A Le 
Conte's Sparrow at H.D.L. Jan. 
6 (EAC, * S.B.C.M.) was only 
the 3rd ever found in Cal ifornia 
in winter. Swamp Sparrows 
appeared to be more numerous 
than usual with 20 reported 
along the coast, and at least 12 
more inland including seven 
around the Salton Sea. White­
throated Sparrows appeared to 
be a little more numerous than 
usual with at least 35 reported. 
The only Harris ' Sparrows 
found chis winter were one in 
Goleta Dec. 29-Jan. 11 (TW), 
another in Long Beach Nov. 
17-Dec. 19 (MH), and a 3rd in 
Irvine Jan. 1-30 (BED). 

Two McCown 's Longspurs, 
rarest of the regularly occurring 
longspurs in California, were on 
the Plano Trabuco Dec . 16 
(RAE), two more were near 
Lucerne Valley, San Bernardino, 
Jan. 26-Feb. 3 (RMcK), an d 
four were near S.E.S.S. Dec . 9 
(JLD). Reports of Lapland 
Longspurs included up to six 
near Lucerne Valley Jan. 
26-Feb. 6 (RMcK), one in 
Encino Dec. 23 through Febru­
ary (JSR), one on the Plano 
Trabuco Dec. 16-Jan. 11 
(RAE), and three at S.E.S.S. 
Dec. 9 OLD). More Chestnut­
collared Longspurs were found 
than expected with a flock of up 
to 50 near Lucerne Valley Jan. 
26-Feb. 6 (RMcK) and another 



Hock of up to 30 on rhe Plano 
Trabuco D ec . 16-Jan. 11 
(DRW); one in Irvine Dec. 30 
(BED) was probably a late fall 
vagrant. 

A Rusty Blackbird in Malibu 
Dec. 11 through February (BP) 
was rhe only one reported this 
winter. Ao Com. Grackle, 
casual to accidental in Califor­
nia, photographed near Big Pine 
Dec. 12 (T & J H) is best treated 
as a very late fall vagrant. A <j> 

Orchard Oriole on Pr. Loma in 
San Diego Mar. 9-15 (GMcC) 
had undoubtedl y wintered 
locally. A Hooded Oriole, rare 
in winter, was found in Ventura 
Dec. 31 (RGJ), another was in 
nearby Simi Valley Jan. 30 
(FH), three were together in 
San Marino through the period 
(DC), and another was inland 
in Bakersfield Dec. 29-Feb. 15 
QCW). Northern Orioles were 
scarcer rhan usual with only 53 
found along the coast, including 
a "Baltimore" in Goleta Dec. 14 
QEL), another in Ventura Dec. 
31 (PEL), and a 3rd on Pr. 
Loma Jan . 13 (REW). 

Two Purple Finches in Braw­
ley Jan . 26 (MAP) were in an 

area where considered rare bur 
proving to be regular. A few 
Red Crossbills were reported 
including two in Big Pine Dec. 
13 (T &JH), two in California 
City Feb. I (MTH), and ar lease 
12 on V.A.F.B. Dec. 22-Feb. 
18 (KH), along with Hocks of 
up ro 50 in rhe San Gabriel 
Mrs. of Los Angeles during Jan­
uary and February (KLG). A 
Hock of 20 Evening Grosbeaks 
present in Big Pine all winter (T 
& JH) and five more in Ridge­
crest Jan. I (DM) were in rhe 
n.e. portion of rhe Region 
where sma ll numbers can be 
expected; up to 50 around Big 
Pines in the San Gabriel Mrs. 
during January and February 
(KLG) were rhe only ones 
reported from the mountains; 
one in Ventura Dec. 25 (VK) 
was along rhe coast where unex­
pected, and another in Brawley 
Dec. IO (JLD) was in rhe s.e. 
corner of the State, where acci­
dental. 

Contributors: (county coordi­
nators in boldface) Alex Abela, 
Doug Aguillard , Stephen F. 
Bailey , Larry R. Ballard , 

Suzanne Barrymore , Louis R. 
Bevier, Milt Blare , David V. 
Blue, Mike Bondello, Jeff Boyd, 
Karen Bridgers, Eugene A. 
Cardiff ( San Bernardino), Mark 
0. Chichester (Kern), Henry E. 
Childs, Daniel Cooper, Eliza­
beth Copper (San Diego), Brian 
E. Daniels, Deborah L. David­
son, Don Desjardin (DDe), 
Dale Dillon (DDi), Jenny 
Dugan, Jon L. Dunn, Tom M. 
Edell (San Luis Obispo), Claud 
G. Edwards, Barbara Elliott, 
Richard A. Erickson, Shawneen 
E. Finnegan, Sam Fitton, Sylvia 
Gallagher, Kimball L. Garrett 
(Los Angeles), Dave Goodward, 
Robb A. Hamilton, Robert W. 
Hansen, Don & Marjorie Hast­
ings, Loren R. Hays, Gjon Haz­
ard, Fred Heath, Marr T. Hein­
del, Mitch Heindel , Tom &Jo 
Heindel, Brad K. Hines , John 
P. Hirth, Ken Hollinga, Mark 
A. Holmgrem, Richard G. Jef­
fers, Bob Johnson , Dick John­
son, Eric V. Johnson, Patrick 
Johnson, Virgil Kerner, Mark 
Kincheleo, Paul Klahr , David 
Koeppel, Brad Lane (BLa), Cin­
Ty Lee, Paul E. Lehman (Santa 
Barbara and Ventura) , Joan E. 

Lentz , Roger Linfield , Bob 
Logan (BLo), Nancy Mann , 
Berry & Ida Mazin, Chet 
McGaugh , Robert McKernan 
(Riverside), Don Moore, Randy 
J . Moore, Bill Moramarco, 
Merwin Munsum, Stephen J. 
Myers, John O'Brien, Bob 
Pann, Dennis Parker, Michael 
A. Patten, Wilson Percival , 
Cruz Phillips, Jim Pike , Kurr 
Radamaker, William R. Radke, 
Hugh P. Ranson , David 
Richardso n, Geoffrey Rogers, 
Jim S. Royer, Florence Sanchez, 
Luis Santaella, Brad Schram, 
David Seals (DSe), Gregory P. 
Smith, Hugh P. Smith, Don 
Sterba (DSr), Philip Unicr, 
Richard R. Veit, Richard E. 
Webster, Robert Weissler, Dou­
glas R. Willick (Orange), John 
C. Wilson, Mark C. Wimer, 
Tom Wurster, Barry R. Zim­
mer, Kevin J. Zimmer. An addi­
tional 65+ observers who could 
not be individua lly acknowl­
edged submitted reports chis 
season.-GUY McCASKIE, 
San Diego Natural History 
Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. 
Box 1390, San Diego, CA 
92112. 
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