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Highlighting the spring season
were heavy rains in “Miracle
March.” It did not put an end to
the state’s five-year drought but
brought local relief to water-
related nesting birds, such as
waterfow! and Tricolored
Blackbirds. The Region logged
its greatest number of hours on
far-offshore waters this spring.

As expected, Murphy’s Petrel was
the most common bird; interest-
ing information was obtained on
their timing and distribution.
Introduced Red Fox continued
to ravage waterbird nesting
colonies. More will be said on
this issue next season. Among
landbirds, most observers felt
that many wintering birds

departed late and that spring
migrants arrived about two
weeks later than normal.
Mentioned by many were the
exceptional numbers of
migrants, especially among
war-blers and empids. It was
widely felt to be one of their best
springs ever.
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THRUSHES TO

WOOD WARBLERS

Nearly all our April Swainson’s
Thrush records are from the
coast; one along Patterson Pass
Road, Alameda, Apr. 13 (RJR, R.
Cimino) was very early for the
interior. Over 30 Swainson’s at
Oak Grove Regional Park, San
Joaquin, May 8 (WRH) on an
overcast morning showed their
regularity in the C.V. when con-
ditions are right. A Varied
Thrush at Mt. Diablo May 28
(KGH) was exceptionally late,
especially inland. The Brown
Thrasher s. of lower Carmel
Valley May 5 (SAL, P. Williams)
was only the Regions 4th in
May. A singing Le Conte’s
Thrasher was again seen in the
Kettleman Hills, Fresno, May 12
(DR, R. Canatello). Ouronly N.
Shrike away from traditional
locales was an adult w. of
Delevan N.W.R., Colusa, Mar.
18 (+GFi, KGH). For the 2nd
consecutive spring, a Yellow-
throated Vireo was found on the
c. coast: Inverness May 26-June
3 (tDDeS, RS).

A Virginias Warbler was
unexpected in the Kettleman
Hills May 12 (DR, R
Canatello); all previous spring
records were either from EI. or
the e. side of the Sierra. Another
on EI. May 29-30 played a more
traditional role. A & N. Parula at
Sweetwater Cr., £/ Dorado, May
11 (SMS, VLV, WEH) was very
rare for the Sierran foothills,
while single males at S.F. May 21
(D. Kelly), Olema May 26-30
(DaS, m.ob.), and Stinson
Gulch, Marin, May 30 (DaS)
were at more expected sites.
Townsend’s Warbler epitomized
the impressive warbler waves in
the [.C.R.and C.V. in early May,
illustrated by 250 on Mt. Diablo
May 3 (R. Cimino), 65+ in the
Sutter Buttes May 4 (PBS), and
60 along the Stanislaus R. at
Ripon, San Joaquin, May 6
(DGY, WRH). Single coastal
Palm Warblers at McKinleyville
May 7 (RLeV) and aboard a
research boat in Monterey Bay
June 3 (tD. Hunt) were fewer
than in past springs; one inland
in the Killgore Hills May 12
(tRE) was Siskiyou’s first. Rare in
spring, Blackpoll Warblers were
at Pt. Reyes May 16 (D. Wallace)
and EI. May 19 & 21-23.

The Black-and-white
‘Warbler at Arcata Bottoms Mar.
2 (R. Hewitt) certainly wintered,
while three other n. coastal birds

Apr. 10-May 25 were spring
migrants. Our usual quota of
Seiurus was fulfilled by an
Ovenbird at Palomarin May 22
and single N. Waterthrushes at
the n. spit of Humboldt Bay
May 22 (BA) and EI. May 23. A
Kentucky Warbler at Lee Vining
May 27-28 (tM. Findling, S.
Miller) was only the 2nd for the
interior in spring.

TANAGERS TO

FINCHES

The 4 Summer Tanager in
Oakland Mar. 11-Apr. 5 (N.
Dutcher, MFi, tHG) likely win-
tered. Despite W. Tanager being
a common migrant throughout
most of the Region, it is surpris-
ingly rare along the S.F. East Bay
coast: one at Hayward Shoreline
May 4 was “one of few records”
(RJR); three in an Alameda yard
May 3-24 were the first since
1977 (P. Donato), and none
were caught at C.C.R.S. Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks at
Woodside, San Mateo, Mar.
31-Apr. 5 (B. Bessey, AdW) and
Redwood Valley, Mendocine,
Apr. 16 (P. & S. Baldwin) were
probably checking out from a
local winter visit, while a male in
Lee Vining May 30-31 (JMHu,
M. Findling) wore the vagrant
label. For the 2nd year in a row,
an extremely early Blue
Grosbeak was at San Luis
N.W.R. Apr. 7 JMR). A female
returned to Monterey's newly dis-
covered nesting site in the upper
Salinas Valley Apr. 14 (DR,
BGE). Blue Grosbeak was sus-
pected of breeding in Shasta for
the 2nd straight spring, as
Redding had a pair May 15 (BY)
and a persistently singing male
May 16 (RE). The birds n.
breeding frontier in the C.V. has
generally been Glenn and Butte.
A Lazuli Bunting in Sonoma
Apr. 5 (K. Nagel) was almost
record early.

Mount Diablo served up sin-
gle Green-tailed Towhees May
14-19 (KGH, E. Burhmann) &
26 (D. Wight); they are rarely
detected in migration. The win-
tering Clay-colored Sparrow at
Half Moon Bay lingered until
Apr. 28 (G. Deghi), and one of
the wintering birds at Pine
Gulch Cr., Marin, remarkably,
remained until May 28 (Da$).
Coastally, Brewer’s Sparrow
made its best spring showing
ever, with four at EI. Apr.
22-June 6 and two along the n.
coast May 13-19. Single birds e.

of Galt Apr. 18 and at Rancho
Seco Park May 12 (both TDM)
were the 7th and 8th recent
records  for the  greater
Sacramento area (TDM).

Breeding bird atlassing at
Sherman Island W.M.A. pro-
duced a Savannah Sparrow Apr.
27 (fTDM) that strongly resem-
bled the resident coastal form,
never recorded in Sacramento. A
singing Grasshopper Sparrow
just s. of Jamestown, Tuolumne,
May 16 (DES) had little prece-
dent from this area. Their status
in the Sierran foothills is very
pootly understood. A Swamp
Sparrow s. of Tracy, San Joaquin,
Apr. 20 (RJR) was probably a
genuine spring migrant, very
rare away from EI. An apparent
White-crowned X White-
throated sparrow that wintered
in Sacramento Dec. 28-Apr. 8
(tTDM, AM) was banded and
well studied. Among winter’s
rare juncos, the assumed winter-
ing “Gray-headed” at Tom’s
Place, Mono, was last seen Mar. 9
(CDHa); the “White-winged”
Junco in San Rafael departed on
a stormy Mar. 23 (CLF). A
Lapland Longspur at Point St.
George May 17 (JKi, ABD)
became the Region’s latest by a
day, though there are question-
able birds in June and July.
Singles at Redwood Shores Apr.
5-9 (RSTh et 4l) and
Mendocino Headlands Apr. 29
(SCa) were additional notewor-
thy migrants.

The rains of “Miracle March”
were felt to be responsible for a
new colony of 50+ Tricolored
Blackbirds in Pancho Rico
Canyon, Monterey, May 18
(DR). But the overall drought
conditions seemed ripe for
Brown-headed Cowbirds, as
1000+ in the lowlands of Del
Norte Apr. 27 (ADB) had little
precedent this late into the sea-
son. A & Scott’s Oriole in San
Antonio Valley, Santa Clara,
Apr. 20 (tH. Karr, C. Morris)
was the Region’s 10th. Our only
extralimital Cassin’s Finch was a
male e. of Ft. Ross, Mendocino,

Mar. 31 (DnB).

Addendum: Concerning the
Spotted Owls nesting in 2nd-
growth forests mentioned in AB
45:317, it should be noted that
these nestings occurred where
the 2nd-growth forests were very
similar to ancient forests; e.g.,
where there was at least a 60%
canopy.
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