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Signs of the El Nifio continued, with more
storm-petrels seen from shore, single Masked
and Brown boobies visiting, and Craveri’s
Murrelets arriving almost 2 months early.

Our drought condition severely affected
waterbird habitats on the managed refugesin
the northeast. Several were virtually dry,
while water deliveries for agriculture contin-
uedalmost unabated.

Among landbirds, the “East goes West”
show that started during mid-spring contin-
ued well into summer. It has been hypothe-
sized that unique weather patterns over the
Gulf of Mexico played a major role in many
vagrant landbirds streaming into the west,
including thrashers, vireos, warblers, tan-
agers, grosbeaks, buntings, and possibly
thrushes.

County Breeding Bird Atlas projects con-
tinued to roll along and are now the last word
on local bird populations, while statewide
censuses of Burrowing Owl and Tricolored
Blackbird are now being conducted. We en-
courage all to participate.

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C (California Bird
Records Commitrtee); C.C.R.S. (Coyote Creek
Riparian banding Station, Santa Clara); C.V.
(Central Valley); F1. (Southeast Farallon Is-
land); S.E. (San Francisco); All records from
El. and Palomarin should be credited to
Point Reyes Bird Observatory. Place names
in Ztalicsare counties.

LOONS THROUGH BOOBIES
An apparent Arctic Loon in basic plumage
was at the mouth of Bolinas Lagoon May 28
(tSNGH, tKH). Three alternate plumaged
Horned Grebes at Bridgeport L., Mono, June
5 (RS) included a courting pair there July 5
(fRS), but nesting was not established.
Three alternate-plumage Horned Grebes at
Ano Nuevo July 1-30 (GJS, fideRSTh), one
at Hayward Shoreline June 6 (RJR), and two
very worn basic-plumage stragglers at Mono
L., June 15 (R]JI) were all far from nesting
habitat but summed to a record summer
total. A count of 808 Eared Grebe nests at
Crowley L., Mono, July 22-23 (PJM) was up
from 121 in 1991. These may have been con-
centrated by the loss of other lakes to the 6-
year drought, but no similar increase of Aech-
mophorus grebes was seen there. Western and
Clark’s grebes were courting on L. San Anto-
nio, Monterey, but the lake was drained for ir-
rigation water so any nesting was aborted
(B]W).

A Flesh-footed Shearwater was offshore
Monterey June 27 (DLSh). Rare far inside
S.E. Bay, a Sooty Shearwater flew S past Hay-
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