MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST
REGION

David G. Yee, Stephen E Bailey,
and Bruce E. Deuel

As northern California entered its sixth
year of drought, there appeared to be a
weak El Nino in the fall. Storm-petrels
unusually close to land and low numbers of
Brown Peli-cans, jaegers, and terns may have
been due to low ocean productivity. Among
western mi-grant landbirds, many felt
their numbers were low and late in
movement.

However, fall 1991 will best be remem-
bered as one of the most spectacular in
terms of rarities. In addition to a new state
record and 18 species worthy of being
boldfaced, there were the fantastic numbers
of many va-grant species that caused the
masses to pause in delight. It was as if the
forces of vagrancy were all working together
for a season so that avian gems from the
high seas, south, east, far north, and Siberia
could put on an amazing display in concert.
Perhaps leading the way
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were Wood Warblers, epitomized by 24
species on Southeast Farallon Island Septem-
ber 15, an island record. But read on, and
you be the judge.

Abbreviations: CCRS (Coyore Creek Ripar:-
an Station, Santa Clara); CV (Central Valley);
FI (Southeast Farallon Island); HRS (Hay-
ward Regional Shoreline, Alameda Co.); SF
(San Francisco); ph. (photo on file with Region-
al editors). All records from FI and Palomarin
should be credited to Point Reyes Bird Ob-
servatory.

LOONS TO FRIGATEBIRDS

The season’s highlight for many birders was
the imm. Arctic Loon at Abbott’s Lagoon,
Marin, Nov. 2-17 (+SNGH, 1D. Reinking;
tm.ob., Tph. DR). Only a few years ago the
field separation of Arctic and Pacific loons in
basic plumage was considered impossible,
but this individual was considered by nearly
all experts to be a “perfect” Arctic, according
to our current understanding. As such, it
would be the first for N. America outside of
Alaska. Inland Pacific Loons were at Co-
manche Res. Nov. 2 (2nd for San Joaquin—
DGY, WRH), L. Solano, So/ano, Nov. 13 (J.
Knight), and Rodman Slough, Lake, Nov.
20-Dec. 11 (JRW et al). A Horned Grebe at
Clearlake Park Oct. 25 was the first fall
record for Lake (JRW). There were few Red-
necked Grebe reports, and only one of even
two birds; one was inland on Kutras L., Red-
ding, Oct. 15 (J. C. Robinson).

Six single Laysan Albatrosses Aug. 4-Nov.
16 were eclipsed by 38 counted 62-90 mi
s.w.of Pt. Reyes Nov. 16 (BHi, AdW, m.ob.).
Even better, on that long boat trip were 17
Mottled Petrels
66-90 mi s.w. of Pt.
Reyes,  including
four lured into
point-blank range by
cod liver oil slicks
(tSFB, tph. SBT,
tJM, ph. AdW, ph.
M. M. Taylor).
These were the first
Mottled Petrels seen
on a boat trip for
birders off the w.
coast. Only six single
Flesh-footed Shear-
waters were found on
most coastal pelagic
trips Sept. 6-Nov. 3,
but three were 15 mi
w. of Fort Bragg,
Mendocino, Oct. 6
(RJK, RoM) and
three Flesh-footeds
outnumbered  two
Pink-footeds 62-90
mi s.w. of Pt. Reyes
Nov. 16 (SFB, M,
m.ob.).  Similarly,
Buller’s Shearwaters
were scarce except for
75 on the long Nov.
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Waterthrush was on Sherman 1., Sacramento,
Oct. 2 (TDM). For the 3rd fall in the past 4,
FI scored a Kentucky Warbler: Sept. 15
(1PP). Three Connecticut Warblers were on
FI Sept. 7-15 (all tPP), with another at
CCRS Sept. 25 (tph. SBT et al). Five
Mouirning Warblers were divided between FI
(four) Sept. 7-Oct. 6 (PP, TJCS) and Pr.
Reyes Sept. 14-17 (fDSg, tJM, m.ob.).
Four Hooded Warblers Sept. 11-25 along
the c. coast, and single Canada Warblers at
Pe. Reyes Sept. 15 (LJB SNGH) and
Pescadero Nov. 56 (1BS et al), were only
average totals.

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

Tanagers abounded: a record eight Summers
were along the c. coast (six in September/Oc-
tober, two in late November), and a Scarlet
visited FI Oct. 22-24 (tph. Da$). Coastally,
11 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, five Blue Gros-
beaks, and five Indigo Buntings in Septem-
ber/October were average totals. Another
Rose-breasted Grosbeak was at Mono L.
Aug. 20 (DS). The Region’s 8th Painted
Bunting at FI Sept. 15 (fPP) matched the
timing and locale of five of the previous
seven. A healthy three Dickcissels included
Alamedd’s first at the HRS Sept. 20 (TRJR).
The others were at FI Sept. 21 and Pt. Reyes
Sept. 22 (SBT). Spizella sparrows blazing a
hot trail along the coast included three Am.
Trees Nov. 1-19, 56 Clay-coloreds Aug.
21-Nov. 16, and 13 Brewer’s (10 on FI) Sept.
5—Oct. 10. Most impressive were a Chipping
x Clay-colored Sparrow hybrid at FI Sept.
13-16 (1PP) and what would be the Region’s
2nd Field Sparrow at Hopland Field Station,
Mendocino, Oct. 11-18 (fRJK, 1C.
Vaughn). Four Lark Buntings visited the c.
coast Aug, 28-Nov. 2.

A “Large-billed” Savannah Sparrow (4. s.
rostratus) was at Princeton Marsh, San
Mateo, Sept. 8 (TRSTh). Thisrace is making
a comeback in its s. California wintering
range after practically disappearing in the
late 1970s—early 1980s. The only other Re-
gional record is from Santa Cruz Aug. 27,
1895. a Baird’s Sparrow at FI Sept. 7 (1PP)
was the Region’s 3rd. And for the 2nd
straight fall the state cornered a Smith’s
Longspur: a striking male at Pt. Reyes Oct.
6-8 (G. Rosenberg, 1SBT, 1]JM, m.ob.). La-
pland Longspur gave us an interesting show
by going shy along the n. coast (11) and Pt.
Reyes (12) and going big on FI, with an all-
time high of 30 Oct. 17-Nov. 15. Singles
also pioneered new countries at Trinity L.,
Trinity, Oct. 9 (1RE) and near Long Barn,
Tuolumne, Oct. 27-28 (1S. Baldwin, ph. S.
Gershen). Four along Dyson Lane in Sierra
Valley Nov. 15-30 (DS, fL] et al) were
Plumas's 2nd. Single Chestnut-collared
Longspurs away from traditional areas were
at Chico State University, Buste, Sept. 27
(JHS, 1TDM et al) and Sierra Valley Nov.
15-24 (DS, tLJ—Plumas’s first).

Snow Buntings made an unprecedented
invasion into the Region this season, almost
doubling the previous high count in 1977.

At least /6birds were accounted for: sixon FI
Oct. 22-28; six at Pt. Reyes Oct. 22—Nov.
17; one at Ano Nuevo, San Mateo, Oct. 26
(1GJS); one at Ft. Funston, SE Oct. 27-30
(J. Becker, Tm.ob.); and two at Crescent
City, Del Norte, Nov. 5-6 (ph. ADB). In ad-
dition to 24 coastal Bobolinks Sept. 10—Oct.
6, one was at HRS Sept. 27 (RJR). Five Rusty
Blackbirds Oct. 17-Nov. 1 and six Orchard
Orioles Aug. 14—Oct. 17 were slightly above-
average sums for the coast. And as an excla-
mation point to this most eventful season,
the state’s 6th Common Redpoll was at Tule
Lake N.W.R., Siskiyou, Nov. 23-25 (fK.
Spencer).
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