SOUTHERN PACIFIC
COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

Drought conditions prevailed throughout
the season, leaving the Region dangerously
dry. Most coastal observers commented on
the lack of normal West Coast migrants, but
observers working the eastern portion of the
Region considered the numbers of these
birds passing through that area higher than
usual. Observers on a CAL COFI research
cruise between September 29 and October
12 reported on birds far offshore, where most
observers were unable to reach. We witnessed
a movement of Red Phalaropes and Sabine’s
Gulls through the interior in September and
were almost inundated with Red-throated
Pipits in October. Birders looking for rarities
were well rewarded with a better-than-aver-
age selection of stragglers that included some
real rarities, with a Little Bunting in San
Diego topping the list.

Abbreviations: CLNWC (China Lake Naval
Weapons Center, extreme n.e. Kern Co.);

EAFB (Edwards Air Force Base, s.e. Kern Co.);

FCR (Furnace Creek Ranch, Death Valley,

Inyo Co.); HDL (Harper Dry Lake, n.w. of
Barstow, San Bernardino Co.); NESS (north
end of the Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); SBCM

(San Bernardino County Museum); SCRE

(Santa Clara River Estuary near Ventura, Ven-

tura Co.); SDNHM (San Diego Natural His-

tory Museum); and SESS (south end of the
Salton Sea, Imperial Co.). As most S. Califor-

nia rarities are seen by many observers, only

the observer(s) initially finding and identify-

ing the bird are included. Documentation

for all rarities listed in this report is on file

with the California Bird Records Committee

(c/lo Michael A. Patten, B O. Box 8612,

Riverside, CA 92515). Records submitted

without documentation are not published.

LOONS TO PELICANS
A Pacific Loon flying S along the freeway
through Lancaster, Los Angeles, Oct. 26
(JLD), one that landed on a highway near
HDL Oct. 26 (FEH), another on the high-
way near Ridgecrest, Kern, Oct. 30 (MOC),
and a 4th on Klondike L. near Pig Pine, /nyo,
Nov. 7 (T & JH) were in the e. portion of the
Region, where very rare. A Horned Grebe at
the SCRE Sept. 15 (SEF) was early; seven
away from areas of normal occurrence in /nyo
and Kern between Oct. 16—Nov. 16 (T &
JH, MOC) occurred at the time this species
was migrating S through the Region.
Observers on the CAL COFI research
cruise off S. California Sept. 29—-Oct. 12 saw
at least two Cook’s Petrels in the vicinity of
30°30°N, 123°40°W (about 300 nautical mi
w.s.w. of San Diego) Oct. 1 (RRV), where
this species is undoubtedly regular, and four
Stejneger’s Petrels between 32°50°N,
123°54’W and 33°23’N, 124°19°W (about
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(KAR) was followed by up to six near Palm-
dale Nov. 9 through the end of the period
(MH, KLG), one in Irvine Oct. 29 (BED),
and another in the Tijuana R. Valley near
Imperial Beach Nov. 10 (REW). At least
eight Lapland Longspurs were in the n.e.
portion of the Region between Oct. 16-Nov.
27, but two near Imperial Beach Nov. 10-18
(REW) and another there Nov. 24 (GMcC)
were the only three along the coast. Chest-
nut-collared Longspurs were present in ex-
pected numbers, with about 60 in the Re-
gion’se. portion between Oct. 5 and the end
of the period, including a flock of 20 at HDL
Nov. 26 (RMcK), at least 15 near Palmdale
Nov. 24 through the end of the period
(KLG), and at least 40 along the coast be-
tween Oct. 29 and the end of the period, in-
cluding a flock of about 30 in Irvine Nov. 17
(SM) and one photographed on the CAL
COFI research cruise ship 15 mi w. of San
Clemente I. Oct. 3 (RRV). Undoubtedly the
most unusual bird was the Little Bunting,
Emberiza pusilla, well photographed on Pt.
Loma in San Diego Oct. 21-24 (GMcC,
REW); there are only 3 previous records of
this Asiatic bunting in North America, two
from the extreme w. end of the Aleutian Is.
and the 3rd on a boat in the Arctic Ocean,
some 150 nautical mi w. of the n. Alaska
coast.

Bobolinks numbers along the coast have
declined in recent years, with up to two at Ar-
royo Laguna Oct. 36 (TME), one in Goleta
Sept. 19 (PEL), another near Glendale Oct.
2 (KLG), and a 5th in Huntington Beach.
Sept. 29 (LRH) being the only ones report-
ed; inland single birds were at FCR Sept.
28-Oct. 4 (KAR) and Oct. 17-19 (T & JH);
up to three were near Independence Sept.
27-29 (AKi); four were in e. Kern between
Sept. 26-Oct. 3 (MTH, DVB); another was
in Baker Sept. 25-Oct. 5 (RMcK); and one
was in Desert Center, Riverside, Oct. 25
(RMcK). The only Rusty Blackbirds were
one at FCR Nov. 15 (T & JH) and another in
Twentynine Palms Oct. 19 (EAC). A Com.
Grackle, a casual California straggler, was
well photographed at FCR Oct. 18 (JCS);
another was photographed there Nov. 15 (T
& JH). Orchard Orioles were less numerous
than usual, with only four along the coast be-
tween Sept. 14 and the end of the period; one
inland near California City Oct. 31 (MTH)
was Kern'sfirstdocumented record. The only
N. (Baltimore) Orioles were a male inland at
Stovepipe Wells Sept. 14 (GMcC), single fe-
males on Pt. Loma Sept. 9 (REW) and Sept.
15 (REW), and an imm. male in Irvine Nov.
29 (TM). A Scott’s Oriole in Lompoc Nov.
4-Dec. 7 (PR) was not only on the coast,
where considered rare, but was also unusual-
ly far north; one at FCR Nov. 5 (JLD) and
another at SESS Aug. 24 (GMcC) were both
in areas where virtually unrecorded.

Corrigendum: A Wilson’s Petrel off Ventura
May 17 (Gerry McChesney) is the first re-
ported off S. California in spring; and a Yel-
low-billed Cuckoo on Santa Barbara I. July

16-17 (Gerry McChesney) is only the 2nd
found on the Channel Is. These reports were
received too late to be included in the appro-
priate seasonal reports.
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