








Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were found this
winter: a returnee to Woodside, San Mateo,
Nov. 13 through the end of the period (K.
Gilmartin, ez 4l), one in Ferndale Dec. 29
(GSL), one along Gazos Creek Rd., San
Mateo, Jan. 3 (SAG), and Napd’s first in St.
Helena Jan. 12-19 (L. & R. Bertoli, ph.
RLCL, m.ob.).

Exciting news from the CV was the Re-
gion’s 2nd winter record of Blue Grosbeak on
Bouldin I., San joaguin, Dec. 14 (1M]L,
MFe). The Green-tailed Towhee at the Smith
R. mouth, Del Norte, Dec. 8 (ADB, ]. Gart-
land) was the first coastal winter record n. of
Sonoma. Conversely, an Am. Tree Sparrow at
Pigeon Pt. Nov. 11-Jan. 31 (RSTh, m.ob.)
appeared to be the first truly wintering bird
along the coast s. of Humboldt. A mild influx
of wintering Chipping Sparrows manifested
in the greater SF Bay region, as Marin, Napa,
Solano, Contra Costa, Santa Clara, and San
Benitoall claimed small numbers (fewer than
10). These counties list this sparrow as casual
at best in winter. Once again, truly wintering
Clay-colored Sparrows were found: singles at
Wilder Ranch SP, Santa Cruz, Jan. 20-Feb. 5
(DEG), Mendocino Jan. 25-Feb. 25 (S.
Cardwell etal),and Ukiah SP Feb. 29 (DT).
The latter two were Mendbcino's 2nd and 3rd
records. Four other birds were found coastally
through December.

Lake’s first Black-throated Sparrow at the
Clearlake Landfill Dec. 21 (tJRW, NWh)
was only the Region’s 2nd in winter in 10
years. San Mateo’s first winter record of
Grasshopper Sparrow at Pigeon Pt. Jan. 27
(CBe, a roadkill) was only the Region’s 3rd in
January. Our only Sharp-tailed Sparrows
were singles at Palo Alto Baylands Nov.
23-Feb. 18 (LLu, m.ob.) and SF Bay NWR,
Alameda, Dec. 29 (fide RJR), traditional
wintering locales. The high number of
Swamp Sparrows reported (110+) appears to
be an annual event; six at Grizzly Island
WMA, Solano, Dec. 23 (tRS, D. Wight)
were the farthest inland. Four Harris’ Spar-
rows were scattered throughout the Region
Nov. 25-Feb. 23.

A well-described “Pink-sided” Junco in
Sierra Valley Dec. 11-12 (tL] & KL) was
probably accurate. However, as mentioned
in the past (4B 40:328), the status and iden-
tification of this form is still poorly under-
stood. Plumas’ first McCown's Longspur in
Sierra Valley Dec. 1 (1DS, L)), tMMC) was
the Region’s first in 3 years. Up to 20 Lapland
Longspurs in Sierra Valley Dec. 1-14 (L],
DS, KL, MMC) and 20 at Pt. Reyes Feb.
25-Mar. 8 (BDP, m.ob.) were noted winter
concentrations. Our only Chestnut-collared
Longspurs were up to 11 all winter at Pt.
Reyes (JiD, m.ob.). A Rusty Blackbird was at
King Salmon, Humboldt, Feb. 13-Mar. 1
(BBA). It was a very poor winter for orioles: a
Hooded at Smith R., Del Norte, Dec. 15
(ADB, R. Bauman), and Northerns in Fern-
dale Dec. 29 (LPL) and Carmel Jan. 24
(BJW).

A ? Brambling in the Ferndale Bottoms
Dec. 29-Feb. 28 (FJB, TWL, tm.ob.) was

the Region’s Sth. Red Crossbills went virtual-
ly unreported all fall/winter except in
Plumas/Sierra, where an exceptional cone
crop brought “unprecedented large num-
bers” and “100s” into the area (L]). A wan-
dering Lawrence’s Goldfinch in Fall R. Valley
Jan. 24 (1KvG) gave Shastaits 2nd.
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