SOUTHERN PACIFIC
COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

The Region finally received a reprieve from
the five years of drought, with most areas re-
ceiving above-average rainfall by the end of
the period. In general, most observers com-
mented on the low numbers of many species,
such as Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Hermit
Thrushes, and Fox Sparrows. There was no
influx of winter finches, minimal numbers of
montane species into the lowlands, and
unimpressive numbers of berry-eaters such
as American Robins and Cedar Waxwings.
However, we were blessed with a remarkable
number and variety of “quality” birds, mak-
ing itan exciting season. Observers ona CAL
COFI research cruise off the coast January
28-February 13 reported a variety of
seabirds, giving us valuable information
from this rarely-visited area.

Abbreviations: FCR (Furnace Creek Ranch,
Death Valley, Inyo Co.); NESS (n. end of the
Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); SCRE (Santa
Clara River Estuary near Ventura); SESS (s.
end of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.). As virtu-
allyall S. California rarities are seen by many
observers, only the observer(s) initially find-
ing and identifying the bird is included.
Documentation is on file with the California
Bird Records Committee (c/o Michael A.
Patten, PO. Box 8612, Riverside CA 92515)
for all rarities listed in this report. Records
submitted without documentation are not

published.

LOONS TO FRIGATEBIRDS

A Red-throated Loon photographed on Diaz
L. near Lone Pine Dec. 21-Jan. 10 (JWi) was
the 2nd for Inyo; another photographed at
SESS Jan. 25-27 (MBS) was the first for Jm-
perial. An Arctic Loon photographed on
Morro Bay Dec. 7-23 (TME) immediately
followed California’s (and the Lower 48’)
first, on Point Reyes in November. I suspect
Arctic Loons will be found regularly along
the Pacific coast now that observers know
what to look for to identify this species. A Pa-
cificLoon on L. Isabella, Kern, Nov. 28—Feb.
15 (RL) was inland, where considered rare.
Since Red-necked Grebes are very rare any-
where in S. California, one in Ventura Dec. 5
(SE), another in nearby Oxnard Dec. 8-23
(BS), and a 3rd on a small pond in Manhat-
tan Beach, Los Angeles, Dec. 11-24 (DSt)
were all of interest. At least 120,000 Eared
Grebes died on the Salton Sea in late winter
(RMcK); the cause is still unknown.

Eleven Laysan Albatrosses were seen well
offshore Feb. 5-11 (PP) during the CAL
COFI cruise, with nine between 119 and 58
naut. mi w. of Pt. Arguello, Santa Barbara,
Feb. 11. Two Mottled Petrels were seen Feb.
11 (PP), with one at 34°10°N 122°41°W (109
naut. mi w. of Pt. Arguello) and the other at
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Clay-colored Sparrow in Goleta, California, o Feb-
ruary 22, 1992. Photograph/Shawneen Finnegan.
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