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Signs of the El Nifio mounted. The trends
noted in the winter season continued, and
our Region received its first Dark-rumped
Petrel and Great Frigatebird. As in the 1983
El Nifio, storm-petrels appeared close to
shore. Many seabirds at the Farallon Islands,
Castle Rock, etc., skipped breeding or failed
early.

Apparently as a response to the continuing
drought, many species of dabbling ducks
nested in unusual numbers at sewer ponds
throughout the Central Valley and coastal
areas.

However the most noted events of the sea-
son were among landbirds. Many observers
felt most migrants moved through earlier
and in smaller numbers than normal. The
early migation was epitomized by the March
19 fallout on southeast Farallon Island that
set early arrival island records for many
species. As for the small numbers, it has been
suggested that lush vegetation to the south,
especially in the deserts, caused by healthy
rains during late winder, despersed migrants
wider than normal. But where regular mi-
grants were few, vagrants, especially among
warblers, were many. What is notable besides
the sheer numbers, with little exception,
were their early arrival dates.

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C. (California Bird
Records Commitee); C.C.R.S. (Coyote Creek
Riparian banding Station, Santa Clara Co.);
C.V. (Central Valley); E1. (Southeast Farallon
Island); 1.C.R. (Inner Coast Range); S.E. (San
Francisco). All records from EIl. and Palo-
marin should be credited to Point Reyes Bird
Observatory. Place names in italics are coun-
ties.

LOONS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS

Although tens of thousands of Pacific Loons
migrate along our coast on some spring days,
enormous staging flocks are not common.
Up to 3400 staged in Drakes Bay, Marin,
May 10 (RS, m.ob.). Three Pacific Loons
strayed inland, two at L. Almanor Mar. 14
(tL)) and one at Fall River L., Shasta, Mar. 7
(BY, JW). A Horned Grebe lingered to May
31 at Hayward Shoreline (RJR). With the 6-
year drought, Eared Grebe no longer breeds
in Sierra Valley (L]).

Another Laysan Albatross was found in a
street, this time in S.E, Apr. 6 (B. Good).
Three were far offshore S.E May 2 (SBT,
BHi). A Dark-rumped Petrel Pterodroma

phaeopygiathat flew close pasta boat 69.2 mi
s.w. of Pt. Reyes May 3 (1SFB, m.ob.) was
the first for North America within the 200-
mi limit. One had been seen 226 mi w.s.w. of
San Miguel I., California, Aug. 2, 1991 (48
45:1160). This year’s bird was probably re-
lated to El Nifio and was at least as likely to
have been a “Galapagos Petrel” as a “Hawnai-
ian Petrel.” The same day only two Murphy’s
Petrels were seen w.s.w. of EI. (SFB), in con-
trast to the 34 Murphy’s and one “Cookilar-
ia” petrel in the same area the day before
(SBT, BHi).

Pink-footed Shearwaters remained nu-
merous off Monterey (DLSh), and a remark-
able spring count of six Flesh-footed Shear-
waters was there Apr. 4 (DLSh, RN). A
Flesh-footed was far s.w. of Pt. Reyes May 3
(SFB) and another was off Monterey May 30
(DLSh), but even rarer was the one seen from
Pt. Pinos during high winds Apr. 21 (fDR).
Four late Short-tailed Shearwaters were seen
far s.w. of Pt. Reyes May 2 (SBT, BHi). Up to
200 El Nifio Black-vented Shearwaters were
at Pigeon Pt., Mar. 24 (JMR) and Monterey
BayApr.4 (SBT, DLSh), with lesser numbers
until the last one was at S.E May 9 (E.
MacLochlainn).

Storm-petrels in Monterey Bay showed
clear signs of El Nifio, in being unseasonally
numerousand inshore. Three Leach’s werein
Monterey Bay May 21 (RT) and singles were
only 8 mi off the Monterey Pen. May 27 &
30 (DLSh). Two Fork-taileds and 75 Ashys
May 30 were unseasonal so far south, and an
Ashy was at Moss Landing Pier May 29
(REM fide DLSh). Topping these were our
first May Black Storm-Petrels, three on May
27 and 20-25 on May 30, with onejust overa
mile offshore (DLSh).

Brown Pelicans were far above average at
EI. A subadult ? Great Frigatebird buzzed
EI closely Mar. 14 (PP, tLeE). This was
North America’s 2nd, following one at Perry,
Oklahoma, Nov. 3,1975.

RAPTORS

A pair of Bald Eagles built a nest at L.
Berryessa (M. Kirven) but later deserted it
(RLCL), reportedly as in previous years.
Three N. Goshawks were reported with
marginal details in the hills of Alzmeda and
Contra Costa Mar. 27-Apr. 8. A Broad-
winged Hawk passed San Bruno Mt., San
Mateo, May 9, and a coastward Swainson’s
Hawk passed there Apr. 28 (both HBr). A
“Harlan’s” Red-tailed Hawk was s.e. of Hol-
lister, San Benito, Mar. 9 (1GFi), and others
were in Modoc (RR) and Lassen (RJR) in
March.

SKUAS THROUGH ALCIDS
Two S. Polar Skuas off Monterey May 27
(DLSh) were rare in spring. Ten Franklin’s
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