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Rare and occasionally high numbers of
seabirds reflected a persisting warm water
pattern along the coast. The breaking of the
drought led to extensive waterfowl produc-
tion in several areas. Forexample, 1350 chicks
from more than 200 broods were found at
one lake east of the Sierra Nevada. The
emphasis on breeding birds reflected the
work of countrywide atlasing projects. Read-
ers are encouraged to participate in local
efforts.

Continuing the pattern set in spring,
vagrant landbirds were few and far between.
If not for a decent May, the vagrant warbler
season would have been a washout.

Abbreviations: B.S.O.L. (Big Sur Ornithology
Lab., Monterey); C.C.R.S. (Coyote Cr. Ripar-
ian banding Station, Santa Clara); C.V. (Cen-
tral Valley); Cyn. (Canyon); El. (Southeast
Farallon I, S.E); PR.B.O. (Ps. Reyes Bird
Observatory); S.F. (San Francisco); ph. (photo
on file with Regional Editors). All records
from EI. and Palomarin should be credited
to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory. Place names
in stalics are counties.

LOONS TO FRIGATEBIRDS

Many loons summer along our coast, but
few go inland. Trinity had an alternate-
plumaged Pacific Loon on Lewiston Res.,
and a basic-plumaged Com. Loon on Trinity
Res., both July 31 (R.W. Hewitt, tGjH,
DFx). Conversely, the alternate-plumaged
Horned Grebe at the Elk R. mouth, Hum-
boldt Bay July 4 (BED) was rarer because it
was coastal. A count of 1080 Eared Grebe
nestsat Crowley L., MonoJuly 20-21 was the
highest ever at that locale (PJM). Three W.
Grebe nests and a Clark’s nest at Calaveras
Res., June 10 (SCR, MMR) were firsts in
Santa Clara. Most of the 496 W. Grebes and |
233 Clark’s Grebes counted on L. San Anto-
nio, Monterey June 14 were nesting or court-
ing in now-flooded brush that grew in dur-
ing the 6-year drought (SFB). These were the
first nestings in Monterey since the species
were distinguished.

Two Laysan Albatrosses were scarce in
summer, but we now find a few year-round.
Two hours of seawatching at Pigeon Pt., San
Mateo July 18 rallied 125 Pink-footed Shear-
waters, an exceptional number from shore
(RSTh). As in recent years, Black-vented
Shearwaters arrived early. The first one was
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