MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST
REGION
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The season started and ended as did the pre-
vious 6—very dry. The drought has had pro-
nounced effects on breeding birds and bird
distribution throughout the Region, but
whether it contributed to a lackluster migra-
tion is speculatory. Except for the Coyote Cr.
Riparian Banding Station, which had some
all-time banding highs, all areas, including
the coast, Central Valley, and Great Basin,
had very low numbers of waterbird and
passerine migrants. Winter irruptives were
in small-to-average supply, except for Pine
Siskins.

Effects of El Nifio continued, as many
pelagics were seen again from shore, and
warm-water rarities abounded. El Nifio may
also have been responsible for a relatively
fogless coastline, which allowed the Marin
Headlands to experience its greatest number
of migrant raptors ever.

The vagrant season was shy in terms of
total numbers of passerines, but sparkled in
terms of quality, especially among shore-
birds. There was also a definite surge of rari-
ties from the tropical Southwest. Was it
related to the forces that displaced Southeast
rarities to this Region this past Spring and
Summer? Of course, we can always blame it
on El Nifio!

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C. (California Bird
Records Committee); C.C.R.S. (Coyote Cr.
Riparian Banding Station, Santa Clara);
C.S.U.H. (California State University, Hay-
ward); C.V. (Central Valley); E.O.P (end of
period); E1. (Southeast Farallon I); H.R.S.
(Hayward Regional Shoreline, Alameda); S.F.
(San Francisco); ph. (photo on file with
Regional Edstors). All records from EI. and
Palomarin should be credited to Pt. Reyes
Bird Observatory. Place names in izalics are
counties.

LOONS TO CORMORANTS

A Yellow-billed Loon at Crescent City, Del
Norte, Nov. 2 was mostly in alternate
plumage (ph. ADB). Grebes nested very late
at O’Neill Forebay; on Nov. 14 about 10 ad.
Westerns and 40 Clark’s tended at least one
and 5 broods of downy young, respectively
(DS, PJM).

Cook’s Petrels were found on all 4 boat
trips far offshore, with 30 total 57-125 mi off
Pt. Sur to Pt. Reyes Aug. 8-Nov. 14 (JLD,
SFB, DR, THK). Another Cook’s Petrel was
only 8 mi s.w. of Cordell Bank Nov. 1 (RS,
DLSh). This species is regular over warm
waters deeper than 1800 fathoms, at least
from April to November (AB 45:1067-1068).

The Region’s 6th Streaked Shearwater was
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TANAGERS TO FINCHES

A fall record nine Summer Tanagers were
recorded Aug. 16-Sept. 18. All were coastal,
save one in Sacramento Sept. 5 (fGEw). Nine-
teen coast-hugging Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
Aug. 13-Nov. 24 gave us our best fall in 15
years. The possible hybrid Rose-breasted X
Black-headed Grosbeak that summered in Del
Rey Oaks, Monterey (mentioned last season),
was confirmed as a first-year Rose-breasted

Red-faced Warbler on Southeast Farallon Island,
CA., August 25, 1992. Photograph/Peter Pyle.

and remained until Sept. 3 (DR). Painted
Buntings at Bonny Doon, Santa Cruz, Sept.
15 (tK. Kellman) and at EI., Oct. 6 (+PP),
spiced the season’s s.w. flavor. An above-aver-
age three Dickcissels were found: L. Earl, De/
Norte, Sept. 18 (ADB), EI, Oct. 1, and San
Rafael, Marin, Oct. 31-Nov. 1 (L. Stewart).
Coastally, six Am Tree Sparrows Oct. 27-Nov.
20, 46 Clay-colored Sparrows Aug. 23—Oct. 31
(a lone straggler was seen on EI., Nov. 24-26),
and 13 Brewer’s Sparrows Aug. 28-Nov. 15 con-
stituted a strong Spizella showing. The C.V’s
first Clay-colored Sparrow was in Stockton
Oct. 8 (tDGY). Fourteen coastal Lark
Buntings Aug. 23-Sept. 26, with a late bird at
Bodega Bay Nov. 1-3 (RAR ez al.), was above
average. FI. scored yet another Le Conte’s
Sparrow Sept. 18-19 (fPP). White-throated
Sparrows are the least reported Zonotrichia in
the Great Basin region, so birds at Tule L.,
Siskiyou, Nov. 21 (K. Spencer) and Sierra Val-
ley (Plumass first) Sept. 29 (fLJ]) were note-
worthy. Single Snow Buntings were seen at L.
Talawa Nov. 2 (ph. ADB) and at FI., Nov. 18
(TL. Gilbert), and up to two were at Bear R.
Ridge Nov. 22-25 (MM, tAME).

A modest 15 coastal Bobolinks were
picked up Aug. 1-Oct. 27, including Contra
Costass first in Martinez Aug. 1 (tEHa), and
two at Mono L. County Park Sept. 9 (PJM).
A Rusty Blackbird at the Scott Cr. mouth,
Santa Cruz, Nov. 24-Dec. 2 (GJS, DSLu)
and three Orchard Orioles was a poor show-
ing for these species. Finches wandered
widely. A wayward Cassin’s Finch was
observed at Pt. Reyes Aug. 23 (RS). Two
Lawrence’s Goldfinches at Bridgeport,
Mono, Oct. 19 (DS) were very rare e. of the
Sierra, while six on EIL, Sept. 16-Oct. 29,
were the first “numbers” there since 1974
(PP). Finally, Pine Siskins were in the “hun-
dreds everywhere.”

Corrigenda: In AB 45:146, the following text
was omitted at the beginning of the page:
Low water in Crowley Res. Mono., stimulated
four grebe species to nest....

In AB 45:147, a Sabine’s Gull was at Tule L.,
not Rule L. Addenduma: Received late was a
description of an ad. Royal Tern at Crescent
City, Del Norte, Sept. 22, 1990 (tADB).
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