SOUTHERN PACIFIC
COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

Southern California experienced a storm-
free season with relatively normal weather
for this time of year. Migrant landbirds were
considered by most observers to be in
smaller-than-normal numbers, with alarm-
ingly low numbers encountered along the
coast. A minor influx of finches was evident
in October, with Pine Siskins the predomi-
nant species.

Abbreviations: C.L. (China Lake Naval Air
Weapons Station, extreme n.e. Kern Co.);
E.A.EB. (Edwards Air Force Base, s.e. Kern
Co.); EC.R. (Furnace Creek Ranch, Death
Valley Nat! Monument, Inyo); H.D.L.
(Harper Dry Lake, n.w. of Barstow, San
Bernardino Co.); L.A.C.N.H.M. (Los Angeles
Co. Natural History Museum); N.E.S.S. (n.
end of the Salton Sea, Riverside Co.);
S.B.C.M. (San Bernardino Co. Museum);
S.C.R.E. (Santa Clara River Estuary near
Ventura, Ventura Co.); S.D.N.H.M. (San
Diego Natural History Museum); S.E.S.S. (s.
end of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.);
S.EK.R.P. (South Fork Kern River Preserve
near Weldon, Kern Co.); W.EV.Z. (Western
Foundation of Vertebrate Zoolsgy). As virtu-
ally all rarities in s. California are seen by
many observers, only the observer(s) initially
finding and identifying the bird are
included. Documentation is on file with the
California Bird Records Committee (c/o
Michael A. Patten, P.O. Box 8612, Riverside,
CA 92515), for all rarities listed in this report.
Records submitted without documentation
are not published.

LOONS TO FRIGATEBIRDS

A Red-throated Loon, most unusual far
inland, was on Klondike L. near Big Pine,
Inyo, Nov. 2 (T & JH), then on nearby Tin-
nemaha Res., Nov. 3-14 (T & JH). Four
Pacific Loons were found in the e. part of the
Region, with one photographed on North L.
(el. 9255 feet) near Bishop, /nyo, Oct. 28 (T &

Immature Swainson’s Hawk near Santa Maria,
California, September 19-25, 1992. Now very
rare near the coast. Photograph/Ken Holinga.
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Female Hooded Warbler banded near Victorville,
California, September 5, 1992.
Photograph/Stephen J. Myers.

few Cassin’s Finches appeared to be associ-
ated with the Purple Finch movement, with
one at the Cactus City Rest Stop e. of Indio
Oct. 11 (MAP) at the most unusual locality.
Pine Siskins certainly invaded the Region, in
high numbers throughout most areas by late
October, as indicated by such counts as 325
in the Cuyama Valley of e. Santa Barbara
Nov. 9 (SEF). A RedCrossbill recently found
dead along the Colorado R., n. of Blythe
Aug. 20 (SC *S.D.N.H.M.), was certainly at
an unexpected locality. An influx of Evening
Grosbeaks into the n.e. portion of the
Region in October bought individuals as far
south as Iron Mt. Pump Station Oct. 9-12
(MAP), Victorville Oct. 11 (KLG), along the
Colorado R., n. of Blythe Oct. 19—20 (CMa),
and to Desert Center Oct. 16 (GH).

Addendum: T he Tufted Duck on L. Isabella
Jan. 17-18 (AB 46:314, 1992) was found by
Gjon Hazard, not by John Sterling.
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