MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST
REGION

David G. Yee, Stephen F. Bailey,
and Bruce E. Deuel

The state’s 6-year drought came to an abrupt
halt as heavy storms all period brought above-
average rain totals to all parts of the Region.
More importantly, the snow pack in the
Sier-ra/Cascades was the heaviest in 40
years. Heavy snow in Sierran valleys and our
Great Basin areas apparently forced many
bird species, especially waterfowl and
passerines, out of these areas (RE, L], RLR).
Effects of the lingering El Nifio were
shown by Black-vented Shearwater, Leach’s
Storm-Petrel, Brown Pelican, Heerman’s
Gull, and perhaps alcids. Winter
irruptives such as thrushes and
Red-breasted Nuthatch had aver-
age totals, while some, such as
Golden-crowned Kinglet, showed
poorly. Among the finches, only
Pine Siskin and Purple Finch had a
strong Season.

Abbreviations: C.B.R.C. (California
Bird Records Committee); C.C.R.S.
(Coyote Cr. Riparian banding Sta.,
Santa Clara); C.V. (Censtral Valley);
Cyn. (Canyon); E1. (Southeast Far-
allon 1.); M.B.O.S.P (Monte Bello
Open Space Preserve, San Mateo);
PG.M.N.H. (Pacific Grove Muse-
um of Natural History); PR.B.O.
(Pr. Reyes Bird Observarory); S.E.
(San Francisco); ph. (photo on file
with Regional Edjtors). All records
from EI. and Palomarin should be
credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observa-
tory. Place names in iralics are
counties.

LOONS TO CORMORANTS

A Pacific Loon misguidedly pad-
dled in a flooded field about 5 mi e.
of Pinnacles N.M., San Benito,

Feb. 11 (tGjH), and unusual numbers of all
3 common species were inland in Santa
Clara. Yellow-billed Loons were near
Hayward, Alameda, Dec. 22-Jan. 14 (D.
Reinsche, TRJR, MiF) and at Rodeo Beach,
Marin, Feb. 24 (TCLF). A Horned Grebe
at Mono L. County Park Jan. 3 was late
(DS). Red-necked Grebes at Clifton Court
Forebay, Contra Cos-ta, Dec. 8—9 (AWi, JM)
and Clear L., Lake, Jan. 30-Feb. 7 ( C.
Johnson, JRW) were scarce inland.
Decreasing from their fall irruption, Black-
vented Shearwaters were still numerous Dec.
26, when 316 were counted in 5.5 hours at Pi-
geon Pt., San Mateo (PJM, BS). Small num-
bers lingered into Spring. An intense early
morning storm undoubtedly drove to land
the Leach’s Storm-Petrel found dead in Pacif-
ic Grove, Monterey, Dec. 29 (DSg, T. Love,
*PG.M.N.H.) and the unidentified dark

storm-petrel seen from Pt. Pinos the same day
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(DSg). The Leach’s represented the first win-
ter record for Monterey and about the 4th for
the Region prior to this species’ late
February return to colonies. Unprecedented
numbers of Leach’s far offs. California in
January and February suggest an effect of El
Nifio (PP, fide DR).

Brown Pelicans wintered in numbers un-
usual n. of Monterey Bay. Exemplary maxima
were 450 at Princeton Harbor, San Mateo,
Dec. 29 (RSTh) and 100 at the same site Feb.
9 (PJM), 142 at Petaluma, Sonoma, Jan. 3
(BGr), 300 at Bird Rock, Marin, Jan. 18
(JCo), and six on Humboldt Bay Feb. 13
(GjH, DFx). Unseasonal so far into greater
S.E Bay were singles at Suisun Bay, Contra
Costa, Dec. 19 (EHa) and Palo Alto, Santa
Clara, Feb. 16 (JiC). A healthy ad. Pelagic
Cormorant swam a manmade lagoon at
Red-wood Shores, San Mateo, Jan. 8 (RSTh).

EGRETS TO DUCKS
| A Great Egret at the Hot Cr. Fish
| Hatchery (7000°) Jan. 4 was the
| firstin winter for the greater Mono
| L. area (DS). Only the 4th along
| the n. coast, an imm. Little Blue
Heron was at Crescent City, Del
| Norte, Dec. 5—24 (ADB, m.ob.).
| . Cattle Egrets were well reported
| with over >70 sightings, mostly
| coastal. A minimum of five White-
faced Ibises, which rarely reach the
coast in winter, were around Mon-
| terey Bay Dec. 3-Feb. 7 (m.ob.).
‘ Two “Bewick’s” Swans, a form

first recorded in the Region in
| 1975, were at Lower Klamath
| N.W.R., Siskiyou, Feb. 6 (1RE);
i another was near Nelson, Butte,
Feb. 25 (MMa). A transplant of
color-marked Trumpeter Swans
| from Idaho to Summer L., Ore-
| gon, resulted in the sighting of 18
| of these birds from Siskiyou to Yolo,
while a description of three un-
| marked birds seen at L. Almanor,
Plumas, Feb. 15 (1] Tr) was sent to
the CBRC.

Arctic nesting goose species
| made the coast in average to above
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winter. Another was near Pajaro, Monterey,
Jan. 1 (fide DR). A very impressive five W.
Tanagers were found along the coast Dec.
7-Jan. 4, with another in Sacramento Dec. 25
(GEw). Early winter records are expected. so
oneinS.F, Feb. 27 (MLR) was quite unusual.

GROSBEAKS TO FINCHES
A Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Stinson Beach,
Marin, Oct. 9-Dec. 27 (RS er al.) was proba-
bly attempting to winter. Another was in
Petaluma Dec. 6-12 (W. Nelson). Our only
Black-headed Grosbeak was in Pengrove,
Sonoma, Jan. 18 (H. Boysne, DN). The Re-
gion’s 2nd winter record of Lazuli Bunting
was a male at the Carmel R. mouth Feb. 4
(tHOs). Monterey continued to shine, as it
also held the Region’s 9th winter record of In-
digo Bunting at Elkhorn Slough Jan. 1
(tPJM, A. Demartini). Most of our winter
Green-tailed Towhee records are just one-day
birds, so one at a feeder in Martinez, Contra
Costa, Feb. 10-Mar. 2 (D. Kirshen) was note-
worthy. The extreme snow cover over the Re-
gion’s Great Basin areas likely forced many
passerines to non-traditional sites; species like
Am. Tree Sparrow were rarely noted (only
8-10). One Clay-colored Sparrow at Half
Moon Bay, San Mateo, Dec. 19-Feb. 28 (D.
Powell et al.) was our lowest total output for
the period in vears. A Lark Sparrow at Fr.
Dick, Del Norte, Dec. 15-20 (ADB, JGa) was
a vagrant to the n. coast, and the Lark
Bunting at Gustine, Merced, Jan. 30 (R]JR)
was a vagrant to the entire Region. The
Grasshopper Sparrow at Ano Nuevo Reserve
Dec 26 (1P Keel) was consistent with recent
winter records from the c. coast. Two Sharp-
tailed Sparrows were reported from tradition-
al S.F. Bay area spots.

Gazelle Flats, Siskiyou, gave us quite a show
of snowbirds this Season. Within a Y4-mi ra-

dius, reports included one McCown’s Long-
spur Jan. 14-16, <223 Lapland Longspurs
Dec. 17-Jan. 17, one Chestnut-collared Long-
spur Jan. 10-16, and a Snow Bunting Jan. 10
(all tRE). This area has produced impressive
numbers of longspurs in the past. Another
McCown’s Longspur at Tule L., Dec. 22-26
(K. Spencer, tRE) was added to the Region’s
less than 15 records. Additional Lapland
Longspurs were 14 at Lower Klamath
N.W.R., Jan. 18-23 (K. Spencer), 21at Ash Cr.
W.A., Lassen, Dec. 27 (T. Easterla), and <9
along the n. coast. Plumas’hirst Snow Bunting
was in Sierra Valley Jan. 15 (TL]).

Winter orioles included at least two Hood-
eds at Los Altos, Santa Clara, Jan. 15—Feb. 6
(V. Reynolds, PLN), and six coastal N. Ori-
oles Dec. 12-Jan. 3. An interior N. Oriole was
at Gray Lodge W.M.A. Dec. 5 (BED). Rosy
Finches away from traditional sites included
<3 “Hepburn’s” at Fall R. Mills, Shasta, Dec.
19—22 (R. Modine) and two at Indian Valley
Jan. 15 (G. Rotta, Y. Coulgoulat)— Plumass
first). A wandering Cassin’s Finch was seen
along Mines Rd., Alameda, Dec. 28 (RJR);
more unusual were three on the C.V. floor in
Stockton Feb. 12-28 (DGY, WRH). A no-
table die-off of Pine Siskins at bird feeaers was
noted in the greater S.F. Bay area and the c.
Sierra mid-December to early January. Sal-
monella was detected in recovered specimens.
Salmonella was also discovered in dead siskins
in the Northwest earlier in winter and appar-
ently followed birds as they invaded south.
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