SOUTHERN PACIFIC
COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

This was one of the wettest winterson record,
ending the 6-year drought with major flood-
ing in many areas. By the end of the period,
most southern California rivers were actually
running, and virtally all reservoirs were
overflowing.

Birdwise, this wasone of the most unevent-
ful winters in memory. A minimal number of
mountain species, such as Red-breasted
Nuthatches and Mountain Chickadees, made
their way down to the lowlands: berry-eaters,
such as Hermit Thrushes, American Robins,
and Cedar Waxwings, were present in only
about average numbers. Pine Siskins were
widely scatrered in large numbers, but other
finches, such as Purple Finches, were scarcer
than normal away from breeding areas.

Abbreviations: F.C.R. (Furnace Cr. Ranch,
Death Valley, Inyo Co.); H.D.L. (Harper Dry
L., nw. of Barstow. San Bernardino Co.);
N.E.S.S. (n. end of the Salton Sea, Riverside
Co.): S.B.CM. (San Bernardino Co.
Muse-um), S.C.R.E. (Santa Clara R. Estuary
near Ventura, Ventura Co.); S.E.S.S. (s. end
of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.); S.EX.R.D
(South Fork Kern R. Preserve near Weldon,
Kern Co.).

As virtually all rarities in s. California are seen
by many observers, only the observer(s)
inidially finding and identifying the bird are
included. Documentation is on fle with
the California Bird Records Committee
(c/lo Michael A. Patten, PO. Box 8612,
Riverside, CA 92515) for all rarities listed in
this report. Records submitted without
documentation are nor published.

LOONS TO STORM-PETRELS

A Red-throated Loon on L. Isabella, Dec.
21 Jan. 5 (MTH) was the first to be docu-
mented in Kern.. Two Pacific Loons, rare bur
regular on the larger inland lakes, were also
on L. Isabella, Dec.” 22 Jan. 5 (JCW). Two
Yel-

low-billed Loons were found, with one on
Morro Bay, San Luis Obispo, Dec. 10 (TME,
CAM), and the other photographed in Santa
Barbara harbor, Dec. 11 (J&PC): there are
only 2 previous records for the coast of s.
Cali-fornia, and 2 more for inland lakes
within the Region. The Red-necked Grebe in
Santa Bar-bara, Nov. 21-Feb. 10 (JMG), one
on Morro Bay, Dec. 7 (KAH), and another
in Malibu, Los Angeles, Jan. 4 (BE) were the
only three re-ported in the Region.

Only five Laysan Albatrosses were seen
during the Jan. 12-27 CalCOFI Scientific
Cruise offs. California, with the closest one 53
nautical mi SW of San Nicolas 1., Jan 17 (PP).
Three Laysans were sighted 70-80 nautical
mi W of Pt. Arguello, Santa Barbara, during
an organized pelagic birding trip, Feb. 6
(SJS), and one flew over the same waters
dur-ing a similar trip, Feb. 15 (KLG). The
only Cook’s Petrels seen within 200 mi of the
coast were one 172 nautical mi WSW of San
Nico-las 1., Jan. 16 (PP); another 147
nautical mi WSW of San Miguel I, Jan. 21
(PP); and a 3rd, 65 nautical mi W of Pt.
Arguello, Feb. 15 (BKS, SEF). Eight Black

Storm-Petrels con-
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Adult male Orchard Oriole at Irvine, California,
January 3, 1993. Photograph/Matt Heindel.

Wildlife Area, Riverside, Dec. 19 (MAP) is
one of a very few found in California in win-
ter. Twenty-four Solitary Vireos were report-
ed from along the coast, 16 of the interior race
plumbeous; one seen in Arroyo Grande, San
Luis Obispo, Jan. 30-Feb. 28 (KAR) was iden-
tified as solitarius; another in Independence,
Dec. 5 (AK) was unusually late for the area. A
Warbling Vireo in Santa Barbara, Dec. 18
(HPR) was thought to be wintering locally.

WOOD-WARBLERS

Twelve Nashville Warblers along the coast was
a less-than-normal count. A N. Parula, rare in
winter, was at NESS, Jan. 2-Mar. 6 (HK). Yel-
low Warblers appeared to be scarcer than usu-
al, with <20 reported. A Chestnut-sided War-
bler in Niland, Dec. 22 (PAG) was the 6th
found in this general area, this time of year.
The only Hermit Warblers reported were one
near Pr. Buchon, San Luis Obispo, Dec. 14
(MC) and another in Newport Beach, Feb. §
(JB). Sightings of 10 Palm and of 10 Black-
and-white warblers alongthe coast this winter
were disappointing. Eight Am. Redstarts
along the coast was a little less than average,
and only three were found around S.E.S.S.,
where small numbers are expected. An Oven-
bird near Hansen Dam, Feb. 17-14 (DA) isone
of a very few to be seen in California in winter.
A N. Waterthrush in Newport Beach, Dec.
10-Mar. 7 (RAE) was the only one reported. A
very late, or possibly wintering, MacGillivray’s
Warbler was found injured in Santa Barbara,
Dec. 5 (ED), and another was present in San
Diego, Dec. 19-20 (PU). One of the two
Hooded Warblers at Hansen Dam at the end
of November was last seen Jan. 6 (DA). Twen-
ty-one Wilson's Warblers on the coast was cer-
tainly less than we have become accustomed
to. A Painted Redstart, a rare but regular strag-
gler to s. California, was in Costa Mesa, Or-
ange, Dec. 5-Feb. 5 (RAH).

TANAGERS TO FINCHES

The 3 Hepatic Tanager found in Irvine, Nov.
21, was still in evidence Mar. § (MTH), an-
other known to have been in Santa Barbara
for the past 10 winters was again present, Nov.
13-Mar. 5 (SEF), and a female was seen else-
where in Santa Barbara, Jan. 3-Feb. 13 (PEL).
Eight Summer Tanagers along the coast was
less than expected, and W. Tanagers were far
less numerous than in recent years. A Rose-
breasted Grosbeak in Niland, Dec. 22 (PAG)
was only the 2nd seen in this area of Califor-
nia this time of year; just three more were
found on the coast. Single Black-headed
Grosbeaks, normally much scarcer than
Rose-breasteds in winter, were in Carpinteria,
Santa Barbara, Dec. 26-Feb.25 (P& GZ) and
in Santa Barbara, Dec. 28-Jan. 14 (JL). An In-
digo Bunting, most unusual in winter, was
seen in Santa Barbara, Jan. 9 (ph. SEF).

A Clay-colored Sparrow, rare in winter,
was in Santa Barbara, Dec. n-Jan. 13 (PEL),
another in Anaheim, Omnge, Feb. 1320
(BED), and a 3rd somewhat inland near
Lakeview, Dec. 22 (GH). The only Lark
Buntings were onein Niland, Dec. 22-Feb. 13
(PAG), another at H.D.L., Feb. 1 (EAC,
*S.B.C.M.), and a 3rd near Soda L., San Luis
Obispo, Feb. 2 (KH). A LeConte’s Sparrow
photographed near Malibu, Dec. 20-Jan. 21
(SH, KLLG) was the first to be found in Los
Angeles, and only the 7th along the coast of
California, away from the Farallon Is. Twenty
Swamp Sparrows scattered throughout the
Region was about average, a similar number
of White-throated Sparrows was a little less
than average, and six Harris’ Sparrows was
near average. A flock of Horned Larks near
Palmdale contained s2 McCown’s Long-
spurs, two Lapland Longspurs, and six Chest-
nut-collared Longspurs, Dec. 15-Jan. 1
(JKA); the only other longspurs reported
were aLapland at SESS, Feb. 20(GMcC) and
a Chestnut-collared on the Plano Trabuco,
Nov. 21-Jan. 30 (DRW).

A Rusty Blackbird, a rare straggler to Cali-
fornia, was in Malibu, Dec. 31 (SJS) and an-
other in Long Beach, Feb. 24 (ph. MH). The
only Orchard Orioles were a male in Irvine,
Dec. 19-Jan. 30 (BO’C) and another male in
Goleta, Jan. 14+ (ZL). Six Hooded Orioles,
normally very rare in winter, were found
along the coast, December—January. North-
ern Orioles, scarcer than normal, included
five galbula; a bullockii near L. Isabella, Jan.
24 (JS) andanother in nearby Weldon, Feb. 2
(JE) were inland, where they are unexpected
in winter. As appears normal, small numbers

of Scott’s Orioles were found wintering along
the extreme w. edge of thedesert in San Diego;
however, the presence of 215 along the coast
was far more than expected.

Three Red Crossbills in Cambria, Jan.
13-15 (BB) were the only ones found, but very
few finches, other than Pine Siskins, were
noted away from breeding localities.
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