MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST
REGION

David G. Yee, Stephen F. Bailey,
and David Fix

Rare and unseasonally high numbers of
seabirds persisted asa warm water trend along
the West Coast continued. One of the major
themes of the Fall was the surge of tropical
species well into the northern portions of’
Cal-ifornia, especially among landbirds.
The Region also experienced major fallouts
of eastern vagrants, primarily among vireos
and warblers. It was a very poor fall for|
montane invasionary species such as
thrushes, Red-breasted  Nuthatch, and
finches. Golden-crowned Kinglet was the
exception, as they appeared everywhere en
masse.

Abbreviations: B.S.O.L. (Big Sur Ornithology
Lab., Monterey); C.C.R.S. (Coyote Cr. Ripar-
ian banding Station, Santa Clara); C.V. (Cen-

tral Valley); Cyn. (Canyon); El. (Southeast
Farallon Island); H.S. (Hayward Shoreline,
Alameda); PR.B.O. (Pz. Reyes Bird Observa-
tory); S.E. (San Francisco); ph. (photo on file
with Regional Editors). All records from EI
and Palomarin should be credited to Pt. Reyes
Bird Observatory.

SHEARWATERS TO FRIGATEBIRDS

A Streaked Shearwater was picked up in a
supermarket parking lot in Red Bluff, 7ehama
Aug. 5 (tBY, ph.SWH). Maybe this vagrant
strayed into S.F. Bay and up the Sacramento
R., then mistook the lot for water, perhaps at
night. The bird flew from its release site,
Humboldt Bay Aug. 13 (DFx). All other
North America records are from Monterey
Bay. The high count for Flesh-footed Shear-
waters was 17 at Cordell Bank Nov. 6 (RS,
DLSh, LLu).

The Manx/Townsend’s/Newell’s shearwater
problem has been the most controversial in the
history of the C.B.R.C., and no species has
been accepted to date. But this fall Manx

Shearwaters were definitively photographed

on at least 3 dates, and sight records reported
on at least 6 others! Plumage differences
proved that several birds were involved. All but
one report came from Monterey Bay boats.
Disgracefully, only s of the 9 claims were prop-
erly documented, despite the involvement of
hundreds of birders! After photos of a
“Townsend’s” Aug. 29 proved to be Manx
(DLSh, ph. RN, ph. JMD), JMD discovered
that a “Black-vented” photographed July 25
was also Manx. Photos helped reidentify a
“Newell’s” at EL, Aug. 31 (tPP, 1SNGH) as
Manx. Manx were also described Sept. 22
(1JLD, tB. Behrstock, 1D.]. Angell) and Oct.
25 (tDGY). Besides the 4 undocumented
claims, DLSh, RT ez al. have seen occasional
“non-Black-vented” black-and-white shear-
waters for years, but definitive characters have
not been seen or appreciated. Adding the 2
recent Washington State records and prior
California reports of Manx and Townsends, it
seems likely that Manx Shearwater is frequent
along the Pacific coast.
Black-vented Shearwaters became abun-
dant in October; in only 20 minutes 720 flew
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McAllister, (SMcA), Bard McAlister (BMcA),
Mac McCormick, Robert V. Merrill (RMrr),
Peter J. Metropulos, Joseph Morlan, Michael
H. Morris, Rod Norden, Michael Perrone, June
C. Persson, Peter Pyle, John Ranlett (JRa),
Harold M. Reeve, Jean M. Richmond, Robert
J. Richmond, Don Roberson, Mike M. Rogers,
SteveC. Rottenborn, RuthA. Rudesill, Ronnie
L. Ryno, Rusty Scalf (RSa), Greg Schmidt
(GSc), Donald E. Schmoldt, Jeff Seay (JSe),

Doug Shaw (DSh), Debra L. Shearwater
(DLSh), Daniel Singer (DSg), Rich Stallcup,
John C. Sterling, Bradley M. Stovall, Gary J.
Strachan, Emilie Strauss, David L. Suddjian
(DLSu), Richard Ternullo, Scott B. Terrill,
Ronald S. Thorn (RSTh), Robert E Tintle,
Dorothy Tobkin, Kent Van Vuren, Bruce
Webb (BWb), Larry Wheatland (L\Wh), Jerry
R. White, Jon Winter, Claire Wolfe (CWo),
David G. Yee, Bob Yutzy. Many more contrib-

utors were not specifically cited; all are appreci-
ated —STEPHEN E BAILEY (shearwaters to
frigatebirds, raptors, larids, and alcids),
Museum of Natural History, 165 Forest Ave.,
Pacific Grove, CA 93950; DAVID FIX (bit-
terns to ducks, rails to shorebirds), Box 4331
Arcata, CA 95521; DAVID G. YEE (doves to
finches), 2930 Driftwood Pl., No. 39, Stock-
ton, CA 95219.
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