
MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.-Summer 
weather this year was so very hot and dry that it 
seemed dismaying to birds and bird observers alike. 

N E V. 

Following the pattern started during the spring season, 
rain, even coastal drizzles or mountain thunderstorms, 
was almost non-existent from March on through July. 
Temperatures soared, and stayed high. As a result, 
vegetation dried up, setting the scene for many and 
disastrously fast-spreading forest and brush fires. What 
all this has done to the distribution and production 
of the next generation of birds largely remains to be 
seen and interpreted. 

Those who take note of nesting in particular com­
mented that the birds seemed to arrive early in the 
lower areas, nest hurriedly, and leave for parts else­
where much sooner than in other summers. Very few 
second nestings of the smaller birds, such as Plain 
Titmouse, House Wren, House Finch, and Song Spar-
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row ocrnrred. Funds ,ind snrnll Like, Jried up, reser­
n1irs lowered alarming! r fast in nuny are,is. and bird 
baths were hi�hly attractiq, t,1 summtring birds that 
seldom visit yards and g,1rdens. In tht Santa Rosa 
.,rea. l:llue-winged Teal were prt::Sent on a snull pond; 
}-[r. Bolander was hoping tu follu"· ntsring, but tht 
ducks ltft when tht pond e,·,ipor,,ttd. This was the 
local itr rtferrtd to later on whtrt a rnncentr.,tion of 
herons harvested the crayfish, bullfr11 . ..:s. and c.1tfish 
that concentrated during the drying-up process. The 
Sierra foothills, too, were so hot and dry that wattr 
w,,s hard for birds to find-and much apprtciated 
when provided. This seemed mure tllltrnble, howevtr, 
rhan in the valleys. for many successful ntstings were 
noted. and consequent youn,: birds wnspicuous. By 
far the most enthusiastic comments ab()ut ntsting 
v.iriety ,ind success c.ime from the lucky peoplt who
were able tP foll,,w the apparent mo,·ements of birds 
tu higher. cuoltr, and wetter habitats in the: moun­
tains. F,1rtun,1tt ue wt. too: for mnrc observ,Hions of
nestin,i.: in the mountain meadu\\'S ,,nd slopts were
the result of the mass migration uphill. Activities uf
species such as Green-tailed To"·hees. Lincoln's Spar­
rows, Dippers. Blut Grouse. Spotted Sandpiptrs, 
Cal I iope Hummingbirds. warblers, and sevtral kinds
,,f woodpeckers wtrt under more observation than
usual. In addition, appartnt post-breeding up-moun­
tain moveme:nts of \X1estern Kingbirds, Black-headed
Grosbeaks, Bullock's Orioles, Band-t,1iled Pigeons,
,ind. possibly, Sage Sparrows in the: Trinity Alps were
nottd. In the Fort Bragg ,1rea, j\[rs. Coy comments 
about the "unusual numbers of nesting birds here."
A Swainson's Hawk way up in Hope Valley, Alpine
County on the edge of the Great Basin. on May 31
w,is early for being so high ( FGE), but was probably
another indication of the birds' reaction to heat and
dryness in the lowlands.

Pelagic Birds, Pelic,111s.-An offshore boat trip 
from San ta Cruz on June 2 2 presented observers on 
board with sightings of several interesting birds: 8 to 
12 Black-footed Albatrosses were clustered around 
the boat taking hand-outs. and 2 of them later fol­
lowed the boat toward shore for several miles; a total 
of 18 Pink-footed Shearwaters were noted, a good 
u,unt from this locality; a verr earlr New Zealand 
Shearwater was spotted 5½ miles offshore (VLY); 
,1bout 520 Sooty Shearwaters. close: to 20 Fork-tailed 
Petrels, 5 Ashy Petrels, and 4 Black Petrels were 
tallitd. Then, after the passengers had debarked, 3 
more Fork-tailed Petrels could be seen swinging 
ovtr the beach and water close to the pier ( HLC & 
EAP). Six White Pelicans at McClusky Slough, Moss 
I.anding, on July 2-i and present to the end of the
month (CA & VA. JH & CCH) wtrt unusual for
this summery date. Brown Ptlicans nested at Point
Lobos Reserve St,1te Park as follows: 27 nests were 
noted on !\lay 24, fewer than the 5 2 counted at the 
s,,rne time last year (MF); on June: .,0, 600+ were 
resting on Bird Island, while a ftw still were on 
nests (EAP); by July 19, there: were just 2 nests with 
-i young. while many adults and i1111natures remained 
necirby (_JH, CCH. FB). l\le:anwhile. the first of the 
fall Brown Pelicans to appear ne,,r the San Francisco
Be,1ch w,1s sighted on July l �- number increasing to 

50 by tht tnd of the month ( BDC). 
Hauns. Gene, "nd D11cks.-About 20 Great Blue 

Herons. and several Black-crowned Night Herons, 
were attracted to a pond about 8 milts west of Sant,i 
Rosa during the season for foraging (GLB); on June 
21, at le.1st 10 Gre:at Blue Herons, at least 80 Clllll­
mon Egrets and 12 0 Snowy Egrets, and 6 Black­
crowned Night Herons were part of a nesting colony 
on Little i\larin Island, east of San Rafael ( HLC) : 
and there were at ltast 40 Grtat Blues foraging in a 
lagoon, July 12, ,11 Bolinas Bar (JH. CCH & 
S.C.V.A.S.). Two Whistling Swans ,irrived at a pend
on tht Nielsen Ranch, near Red Bluff, on July 12, 
and staytd on through very hot weathtr during the 
month (BN). Two Black Brant on the same day at
Pillar Point on the north side of Half Moon Bay
were unusual summer stragglers. A nest of Pint,iils 
on an artificial island in Lake Merritt, Oakland, 
constituted the first successful nesting of these ducks
there (PC). An immature King Eider that appeared
decrepit through a 20 X 60 scope on June 24 and 
2 5 was observed in Monterey B,iy H,1rbor again ( or 
still') (HAA, GPL, L\X'. VLY).

Bird, of Pr�_)--A White-tailed Kite. June 12, near 
Fort Bragg (\X1l\lP) seems noteworthy. The nesting 
of Bald Eagles, for the second-known year's success, 
at McArthur-Burney Falls State Park was well-docu­
mented (RJ & LP): on March 10 an adult eagle 
Aew up, circled, and returned to settle back on the 
nest I ike a htn ovtr her eggs; by May 20. an e:aglet 
the size of a rave:n could be seen; on June -4, both 
adults were obstrved feeding 2 young what apptared 
tu bt decomposed carp picked up from the surface 
of nt.irby Lake Britton; on the same day photos were 
t,iken nf the: 2 well-ftathered eaglets. Single Ospreys 
were seen: on a nest, .May 24, near O'Britn's Rtsort, 
Lake Shast,1 ( A \1(1); at Boca Reservoir, north of Lake 
Tahoe, July .J to 12 (GMcC); at Lake Van Norden, 
July 11 (GMcC. CH, G.G.A.S., ALC); in the Trinity 
Alps on July 19 (AP & LP); and between Stewart's 
Point and Jenner, the same day (HLC). Sixteen 
wtre sighttd on July 29: 1 of 8 near Fort Ross 
was calling from a tree 2 miles east; the other 8 
were scattered along the coast, in pairs, to Stewart's 
Point (EAP). 

G,tlli11.1ffot1.r Birds.-Blue Grouse were rtported: 
from Clark Station, 2 miles west of Yuba Pass 
(BCS): from Yosemite in normal numbers (WJF); 
and on July 16 from Big Flat Campground (Elev. 
�llOO ft.), Trinity Alps, a female with 4 half-grown 
young ( LP & AP) . .Many observers indicated a su.:­
cessful nesting season for California Quail; and 
]\fountain Quail were noted with several broods at 
Clark Station (BCS), and in the Trinity Alps (AP & 
LP). Six Common Gallinules on July 5 \\'ere the 
earlitst sten at S,inta Rosa ( GLB). 

Shor<'hird.r.-A Snowy Plover nest with eggs, on 
July 7, and 2 earlier nests with eggs. were found 
on .1 salt pond dike at Alviso (EWS. /id� EDS). 
l\[eanwhilt, these birds began to appe,tr ag.iin: 1 at 
Bay form Island. July 5 (HLC); 12 on San Francisni 
Be,1ch on July '.26 (BDC); and 6 on Bodt_[:a B:ll 
outer sand spit, July 24 (AW). Twenty Black-btllied 
Plo,·e:r. June 20, on Bay F.irm Island, were e,.rly 
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(HLC). and 36 Long-billed Cur!tws the:t ,,n July 5 
wtr<: a good number (HLC). Commc>n Snipt were 
ptrchtd on fence posts along a highw,1y neu Sierra­
,·ille, June 21 (\X'.t\lP). Two \X'anderin_c: Tattlers at 
the Cliff House, San Francisco, July 18, were fol­
lowed hy another, July 30, and 4 on the 26th; ,1 
Surfbird on July 11, and Black Turnstone; 0n July 19 
were the first of the coastal stream of fa! I migrcmts 
(FP, BDC). Three hundred Short-hilled Dowitchers 
at Bay Farm Island on July 5 (HLC), and 200 to 
.\lJO dowitchers at the D,l\'is sewage-plant ponds on 
July 28 (AW) are good numbers at these d,itcs. A 
c·onstrvati ,·e estimate of at least 1000 \V es tern Sand­
pipers at B,iy FMm Island, Julr 5 (HLC), indicates 
that these birds are arriving in good numbers rather 
early. American Arncets nested in the San Leandro 
Bay area, but were so s<:creti\'e and picked such un­
reachable sites for nests, th,lt good estinut<:s of num­
bers of nests were difficult. However. 10 adults with 
I or 2 young apiece were present. July 5 (HLC); 
defensive t.1ctics nea,· a suspicic>us tussock were ob­
served on July 19 (J\X'K); while at Al\'iso, the 
11th nest was found along a one-half mile salt pond 
dike, July 7, for "fewer than usual" nests \\'ith eggs 
(EW'S). At least 75 \X'ilson·s Phalar,,pes ,1t the 
D.1vis sewer ponds, July 28. were the L1rgest number
Alice Williams has ever seen there.

Gulls .. Pigeons.�Summer sightings of gulls more 
usual in winter were odd: an immJture GL1ucous Gull 
on the Seal Rocks. near the Cliff H0ust. on July 28 
(ALC) (same as the April bird ,it Lake J\ferritt?); 
about 6 Bonaparte's Gulls on June 10. m>rth of 
Bodeg,1 BJ)' (WJ\IP); and sever,ll Glaucous-winged 
Gulls. Four adult C1lifornia Gulls. with _; young of 
,he year, arrived on San Francisco Beach by July 26 
( BDC). Band-tailed Pigeons did not stay to nest 
near Sonora ( where the concentr,1tion ,,·,is reported in 
,1 previous report), but 30 to 40 were rep0rted at the 
upper edge of vegetation at an estimated eleYation of 
7719 ft .. June 2 I, above Deer Creek Lodge. north­
west side of Lake Tahoe (Cora Riker & Alfrieda 
i\leuser, [id,., AW).

Owls.-A Great Horned Owl, ptrched on a stump 
at 2:00 P.l',-t., Aug. I, in l\fonterer County was J. 
start! ing sight (JH & CCH, FEH). A Pygmy Owl, 
feeding mice to 2 full-sized young, July 28. at Van 
D,imme State P,1rk, J\fendocino County, \\'JS e,·idence 
,,f success. About l 6 Burrowing Owls were ohserved 
foraging by hovering over grassland from 30 ft. up 
on June 12, and 3 more acting similarly on July 4 
were seen along the Freeway near J\lilpit,1s (HLC). 
Spotted Owls and Great Gray Owls have bern on 
h,rnd at Yosemite all summer (WJF). 

Swifts, J-[11mmi11,ghirds.-Black Swifts nested in sea 
c;l\'<:S neu Santa Cruz as usual (EDS), and at J\lc­
Arthur-Burner f;1lls St.He Park, 5 nests were be­
lie"ed under incuh.Hion by June 5, just a month after 
.1rrival. Twenty-five to 30 birds were ohserved in early 
nwrnin,c:s and evenings flying about the falls (RJ, fide 
LP). BL1ck Swifts were seen also: 2 above a meadow 
in Trinity Alps on July U (LP & AP): 1 with a 
\\'bite-throated Swift were over Veeder Mountain, 
Sunnma County, on June,[ (GLB): IO \l·trt � miles 
inLrncl from l.uci,1. i\[onterty Cuuntr. with Purple 

Martins and Violet-_c:reen Sw,lllows, and another. June 
8�the day after-12 milts south of Carmel (VLY); 
1 near Half Moon l:l.ty on July 3 (ALC); 1 at Born 
Reservoir, Nevad,1 County, July I 2 (Gi\lcC, CH, 
ALC, G.G.A.S.); and at least L' on July 21, 36 
milt's south of Carmel at Anderson Creek ( GPL). On 
Julr 27 and 28, an estimated 2000 to 3000 humming­
birds (spp.) "·ere obsern;d feeding during the eJrly 
morning and l.1te evening hours in meadows south of 
Silver Lake, Amador County (Rod Reynolds, /id<! 
ERP), and an Ann,i·s Hummingbird was found at 
the Sugar Bowl. ne,1r Donner Summit. on July l l 
(ALC & G.G.A.S.). Hummingbirds, Selas/>hom., 
(spp.), were found to be common in the Trinity 
Alps \X'i!derness Are,i (LP & AP) hetween July 8 
and 21. 

1Vood/>eckers.-Two males of the subspecies of 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker h,id roles tu play in an 
interesting experitnct reported from ntar the inter­
breeding range of the 1. J\(,1nz,1nita Lake, L1ssen 
Volctnic N,ttional Park on June 17 ; a clearly-nurked 
male th,1t appeared to be Sphyr,1pims r. nflch:1/is-the 
Red-naped-was ohsern·d luwking at swarming in­
sects that were attracting many other birds, and 
carried about a dozen insects at a time into a nest hole 
2 5 ft. up in a blasted pine at the edge of the lake. 
Good looks at this male and a "red-breasted" one, 
but unfortunatdv not of the fenule. were obtained 
(Wi\lP). A nc;t of \X'illiamson's Sapsuckers w,is 
located June �4 to 30 at Lake Tahoe (J'WK). and 
Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers turned up 
where our mountain-seeking contributors cou!J find 
them: 1 seen almost daily between June I 2 and 16 
at Squaw Valier (Gi\fcC); 1 along with a Yellow­
bellied Sapsucker ,ind White-headed Woodpecker at 
J\fanzanita Lake. June 16 (Wi\!P); another at Hat 
Lake, Lassen National Park, July 26 (VKC); and 
a pair nesting at Bridal Veil Campground, Yosemite 
(WJF). At Clark Station, a pair of Black-hacked 
Three-toed Woodpeckers built a nest just 19 inches 
from the ground in a Lodgepole Pine, June 9; in­
cubation was under way by June 17; the young 
hatched and their voices were heard, but on July 8, 
the nest was deserted ( BCS). 

Flycatchers, Swallou•s.-\¥/esttrn Kingbirds fed on 
an influx of grasshoppers near San Andreas, Calaveras 
County, in June (VLC); while at Lake Tahoe on 
July 10 an "up-mountain movement" of these birds 
was observed ( GJ\IcC). Black Phoebes, too, may have 
moved upward as a pair were seen at Coffee Creek, 
Trinity County (4500 ft. ele-·.). on July 17 (AW).
A Say's Phoebe was feeding rn:stlings on June 12 in 
Hernandei Valley, San Benitu Cnunty (EDS) for one 
of the few nesting records recently reported. A Kisb­
dee Flycatcher, first seen in November 1957. was still 
present in the Willow Glen district of San Jose on 
June 6 (GMcC & RS). Traill's Flycatchers were 
present in the willows in Big Flat Meado\\', Trinity 
Alps, between July 8 and 21, while Hammond's 
Flyc1tchers nested 25 ft. up in a White Fir in th� 
same vicinit;·. The young flew on July 9 (LP & AP). 
One of the few multiple nestings reported was that 
of a \X'estern Flyc1tcher that had 3 broods in coconut 
shell hah·es from April on, in Snquel. the second 



rn:st built on top of the: tirst .1fter the yuung had 
flown ( FEH). Tree Swallows were reportccd to hJw 
wised '>, or possibly .J. broods in the sJme nesting 
box near SJnta Rosa ( GLB), emphasizing the com­
ment about nesting success of ,di sw.dlows in gener,1I. 

/lf.1gpies, Chick,1dees, DiN1en. u-·ro1J, Thr,1shers.­
A Yellow-billed j\fagpie was found, June 7, on the 
north end of SJn Pablo Ridge, eJst of Berkeley, out­
side its normal local range. But in an area usually 
thick with magpies, south San Jo,1quin Valley along 
Route 152, none could be found on July 21, or 2 
other occasions (DBH). Chestnut-b.1cked Chickadees, 
within calling distance of i\Iountain Chickadees, were 
watched in Calaveras Big Trees State P,1rk camp­
ground from June 15 to 18, but no evidence of nesting 
could be seen ( EAP). At Whitehall, El Dorado 
Countr, Dippers apparent!)' had 2 broods, as 2 sets 
of fledglings with parents were s,c:n in front of the 
house in the first week in i\Iay, and again July 18 
(ERP). Other reports of Dippers be.u out this story 
of successful nesting in the Siem1. A \X1inter \X'ren 
was "squeaked" into view at Big Fl.it Campground, 
Trinity Alps, July 8 to 21 ( AP & LP). An account 
of a male California Thrasher that helped ,ilternJtc 
m,1:<:s raise ., broods of young, and "·,1s still feeding 
one youngster on Aug. I.', while molting heJ\'ily, 
came from Sara togJ (EDS) . 

f "ireos, 11 .. ,zrbl, rs.-A "noticeable: l.1ck" of Solitarr 
.ind \X'arbling Vireos at \X'hitehall (ERP), and the 
sJme for the latter species at Clark St,ltion (BCS) was 
reported. However. they were reported nesting, prob­
ably as usual, in the Trinity Alps ,ind co,1stal areas. 
A Black-and-white \X' Jrbler was seen singing in
Tilden Park, Contra Costa County, June 21 (ALC).
Hermit W'arblers were plentiful in the Sierra and 
Trinity Alps, and at Big Basin they rem,1ined until 
June 26 (EAP). \Vilson's \X'arblers Jlso were con­
tinned as numerous and conspicuous everywhere. A 
tenule Am. Redstart w,1s watched with other warblers 
in a pine near a patch of willows, June 28. at T,1hoe 
City (Gj\£cC). 

Orioles, Tanagers.-Hooded Orioles nes:ed in Fan 
P,dms in Oakland and Berkeley (HLC, RS, ASC), 
but a nest in a Vallc:r Oak in Los Gatos from which 
young were fledged o� i\Iay 2-4 w.1s followed by a nest 
under a palm leaf, 50 ft. away, which was also 
mccessful ( Lawrence Earle, fide EDS). Bullock's 
Orioles, nesting 3 pairs to the acre of trees near the 
lake. were gone by June .',O at i\Iillert,1n Lake State 
Park (FH\X'). \X'estern Tanagers continued to be 
seen abundantly, but seemed to remain in lowlands as 
late ,1s mid-June. arriving late in breeding locJlities, 
with the breeding population building slowly t,, 
normal in the Sierra locations of Clark Station ( BCS) 
and Whiteh.dl (ERP). 

Finches. Tou·he,r.-A small (family?) group of 
E\'ening Grosbe.1ks "·ere perhaps early migrants at 
Van Damme State Park, near Mendocino, July 28 
( EAP). and they were frequent visitors around Big 
Fl.it Meadow, Trinity Alps between July 8 and 21 
(AP & LP). A Melodious Grassquit, possibly an 
escape from ,1 de,der who lost some in late winter. 
w.1s observed in a Sacramento yard between July 10 
.ind 23, has frd on wild weed seeds. and "showed

e,·idtnce uf J brood patch" (FGE). LJwrence·s Gold­
tinches, seemingly so numernus and widespread dur­
ing the spring migration, were unreported as nesting 
birds, surprisingly. Green-t.1iled Towhee males, ,ing­
ing, and later feeding young, indicated nesting in the 
chap,ural near Clark Station, although no actual nests 
were found (BCS). Four Green-tailed Towhees also 
were noted on July 2 between Silver Lake and Carson 
Spur, along HighwJy 88 (i\ISH), and the species 
was considered common in Trinitr Alps Wilderness 
area in mid-July (LP & AP).

S/,arrows.-Two Savannah Sparrows were noted 
foraging with House Sparrows, June 17, on the 
planted strip of grass and shrubs on Great Highway, 
San Francisco (BDC). Four Grasshopper Sparrows 
were seen .ind heard on San Pablo Ridge, east of 
Richmond, on June 7 (ALC). Ano:her species at 
home in the Great Basin has mJde several appearances 
in the Region: a Black-thro,1ted Sparrow turned up in 
low brush near Lake Shasta, j\[,1y 24 ( A \X'); 2 were 
seen on June 6 in Santa Clara County. from the j\[t. 
H,unilton Road, near the Patterson Road turnoff (LS, 
RS, Gi\lcC) ; .mother of these "desert" sparrows was 
noted in .1 clearing among pines near Tahoe City, 
June �8 ( Gj\[cC). The presence of Sage Sparrows
in Big Flat i\Ie.1dow, Trinity Alps during the period, 
,11 least. hetwcen July 8 and 21 (LP & AP) may be 
another result of the extreme!)' dry conditions pre­
"'1iling throughout the Region. The same obser\'ers 
lud not found them in the same area the previous 
I.lie (,ind wetter) Julr, so they carefull)' observed
singing and markings to be sure of the identity of the
birds in this unusual moist meadow habitat. No
carrying of food that might indicate nesting was
noted, however. Lincoln"s Sparrows were observed in
nesting acti\'ities in the Sierra Nevada: at Lake Tahoe,
June 24 to 30. a nest with 4 eggs was located in a
me,1dow (JWK): and ,1t Clark Station 3 nests were
found in wet meadows, the !Jst brood of 5 leaving
the nest on Jul;- 6 (BCS).

Co11trib11101.1: (HAA) Hubert A. Arnold; (EAA) 
EJrl A. Albertson; (FB) Fred Beidleman; (GLB) 
Gordon L. Bolander; (ASC) Arthur S. Campbell; 
(HLC) Howard L. Cogswell; (PC) Paul Covel; 
(RC) Rachel Coy; (ALC) A. Lawrence Curl; (VKC) 
Vee K. Curtis: (BDC) Betsey D. Cutler; (VLC) 
Violet L. Cuslidge; (FGE) Fred G. Evenden; (i\IF) 
j\filtun Frincke; (WJF) W. J. Fitzpatrick; (FEH) 
Flurence E. H.us; (CH) Charles Hines, Jr.; (JH) 
Jessie Hooper; (CCH) Claude C. Hooper; (DBH) 
Dorothy B. Hunt: (RJ) Ralph Jones; (JWK) Junea 
W. Kelly: (GPL) George P. Lamont; (GMcC) R. 
Guy i\fcCaskie; (BN) Be,1trice Neilsen; (BO) B.ir­
b.1r,1 O'Neill; (GP) George Palmer; (AP) Anita 
Penhale: (LP) Leonard Penhale; (ERP) Edwin R. 
Pickett; (FP) Florence Plymel!; (EAP) Eleanor A.
Pugh; (\X'i\fP) \X'illiam i\L Pursell; (RJR) R. J.
Richardson; (j\[LS) j\[ilton L. Seibert: (i\[HS) Made­
line H. Sheridan; (EDS) Emily D. Smith; (E\X'S) 
Etta W. Smith; ( BCS) Beth C. Snyder; (LS) Lee 
StJ!lcup: (RS) Richard Stallcup; ( FHW) Francis 
H. \Yiget; (A\X') Alice Williams: (LW) l.aidlaw 
\X'illi,uns; (VLY) Vernal L. Yadon: (G.G.A.S.)
Golden G.1te Audubon Society; (S.C.V.A.S.) Sant.1
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Clara Valley Audubon Society.-BETSEY D. CUTLER, 
2128 Great Highway, San Francisco 16, Calif. and 
ELEANOR A. PuGH, Mt. Diablo State Park, P. 0. Box 
258, Diablo, Calif. 

 

454 


