
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.-The 

m:stin,i.: season in southern Californi,1 (which wm­
mences here for some species as early as the end oi 

January) was extremely dry, and this was reflecte,I in 
the oYerall success of nesting landbirds. The drought 
produced little herbage and seed foods for the birds, 
and as a result, nesting success was generally poor for 
the birds of the chaparral and mountain forests. i\[ost 
observers reported poor nesting successes and smaller­
than-normal broods. Lack of water in the foot hi I ls and 
mountains induced m,1ny birds to seek relief from the 
drought in ,!.!ardens and irrigated areas. Certain springs 
which continued to flow thrnughout the summer at­
tracted larger numbers ot birds than usual. There was 
no measurable precipitation during June and the first 
half of July. Howe,·er. durin,s: the latter part oi July 
and the first three weeks of August some relief from 
the drought w.1s affected hy a series of tropical storms 
that raised the humidity level and hrllught much­
need<:d rains to parched desert and mountain areas. It 
is si,i.:niticant that for the past three summers ( follow­
in,i.: seasons oi se,ere drought) we have had a rash 
"f mid-summer thunderstorms. "·hich originated in 
trupical waters to the south of us. F"r example. almost 
_; inches oi rain fell in Joshua Tree N,1fl Monument 
,lurin,i.: the first three weeks of August. These summer 
storms were centere,I mer the dc:serts and mounuin 
ranp::s to the east of the LllS Ang<:les hasin. and al­
thu,1gh thc:y diL! little to affect the succc:ss of nestin,L: 
landhirds. they sucn:nkd in reducing the- fire-hnad 
in the forcsts. 

Loo1/f through Cormor.1J1ls.-No loons \Vere re­
ported summering along the coast. A single \X'estern 
Greh<: remained at Bolsa Chic.1 ,1s during the past 5 
years. Bl,1ck-footecl Albatrosses were present in small 
numbers ( maximum \ at once) during late July and 
thruugh August west of Point Luma and near San 
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Clemente Island. Similarly. small numbers of Sooty 
Shearwaters were present thruugh,,ut the summer, 
primarily ne,1r San Clemente Isl.ind. A single 11.inx 
Shearwatc:r "·as seen near Los Coronados Islancls about 
July I (Jay :.\1. Shepparcl). and a iew Pink-footeL! 
Shearw.1ters were founcl in that \'icinity thrnugll(lut 
August. This \\·,is Dne of the puurest summers for 
petrels that I can rec.ill. Nurm.illy one can find hun­
dreds of Black Pc.:trc:ls cluring July and August hc.:tween 
the mainlancl anLI the islands. From July 28 to Aug . .J 
Sherr,ucl s,1w only -, Le.1ch·s Petrels, .J Ashy Petrels 
and 2 Black Petrels ne,u Los Cornnadus Islands. On 
Au,g. 12 only a single Ashy and .1 single Bl.ick Petrel 
were founcl between San Pedro an,! a point some 12 
miles west oi San Clemente Island (Eo.). No other 
retrels were reportecl. ND W'hite Pelirnns were re­
ported nesting in the Region: Bnrn·n Pelicans seemed 
to ha'"e had fair nesting success. A Brown Booby 
w.1s again seen near Prince Islet. off San 1[iguel 
Island. July 25-26 (Don Bleitz) where it has heen 
reported on se,·eral previous occasions. During the 
summer cormorants oi all srecies were verr scarce 
along the co.1st. but their nesting succc:ss on the off­
shore islands appeared guod. 

Hu-011s .111d Ibises.-Great Blue Herons (with three 
nests at each location) were reported nesting near 
Mum, B.11· (Alma Stultz) and Rancho Santa Fe 
( i\!inta R,;binson). Snowy Egrets again nested suc­
cessfully near both the north and the south ends of 
the Salton Sea. Three Am. Bitterns were found at Lt. 
1[axtun Brown Sanctuary near Oceanside, Aug. 29 
(i\lR). A small group of \X'oocl Ihis a,i.:ain returned 
to the several coastal lagoons north of San Diego 
during late August. Eighteen wc:re counted near 
Solano Beach. Aug. 29 (Guy i\lcCaskie. Richard Stall­
cup) and a group of 1-1 was reported over Lt. i\faxton 
Brown Sanctuary ahout Aug. 10 (fide i\fR). Nt> repl>rt 
was ren,i,·ed of the nestin,i.: success of \X'hite-facecl Ibis 
at the south end of the Salt"n Se.1. and 1 hird w'1s 
fnuncl near Oceanside. Aug. 29 (G1fcC. RS). 

w·.,1er{otl'i thmugh Qu.iil.-Ruddy Ducks and Cin­
namon Te.ii had fair nesting results. but Fulvous Tree 
Ducks were helow normal in the Imperial Valley. A 
pair of Surf Scoters was still at Lower Newport. July 
9 (G. Shumway Suffel). \X.hite-tailed Kites were 
diflirnlt to find during the summer. proh,1hly because 
of their rc:tirin,L: habits cluring the nesting period. An 
Osprey was seen at l'pper Newrort Bay. Aug. 28 
( Gi\kC. RS), and a Pere,c:rine Fakon flew over Mt. 
\X'ilson, Aug. 12 ( Russell and i\!ariDn \X'ilson). 
Chukars were reported .is abundant and followed hi" 
many n1ung in the higher regions of Death Valle1· 
Nafl i\Ionument (Roland \X'auer). Quail generalh· 
haL! a poor m-stin,s: with small co,e1·s reported, and 
many flocks appeared in ,L:,udens and other urban an:.1s. 

Shor,hirdr.-Fllr re,lSllnS as yc:t Llitlicult to explain. 
shorebirds of a numher nf species "·ere abundant 
throughout the summer rnunths de-spite the continued 
Llestruction of suitable habitat. Some species. such as 
Black Turnstones and \X'ilsnn·s PhaL,rnpes. appeare,I 
very early ,lion,!.! llur slrnr::s. while other species. nllta­
hly Knuts. Lesser Yellowlegs. and Slllitary Sandpipers. 
were rnmmllner than usual. BlaL·k Oysterc.1tchc:rs 
nesteLI in snul I numbers along the gr.n·elly beaches 



south of ,\l<lrrn B.ty. Snowy Plo,·ers had a ,Ii/limit 
nestin�L: st;.1son btL�lUSl· uf the Ltinstant intrusion of 
people into their habit.it. Black-bt:llied Plo,·er were 
present in snull numhers throughout July and Au,,:ust. 
Three Black Turnstnnes \\'c•re Seen ,it sea ahout 60 
miles soutlrn·est of San Die,,:o .1h<lut July 1 (Ji\lS) 
,rnd one hirJ \\·,1s at i\l.llihu. Au,,:. '\ (ED.). T\\·ent,· 
Ruddy Turnstones were foun,I ,it S.rn Dieµo Bay and 
'i more at SoLino Beach. Aug. 29 ( G,\kC, RS). One 
S"litary Sandpiper was .1t S<llano Be,1ch. Aug. 29 
(Gi\lcC, RS). and :; \\·ere .1t l'pper Ne\\'port Bay. 
Aug. 26 ( Da,·id Rohison). The only \\'anderin,t: Tat­
tler repurte,I flcw by \X'ill R<lgers State Beach. Sept. :', 
(ED.). i\kC.1skie ,rn,I Stallcup fL>und I Lesser Yellow­
legs at S.indylanJ_ Aug. 28: 20 ,tt S<llano Be,1ch. an,! 
30 at Oceanside. Aug. 29. In ,1,l,lition. on Aug. 29. 
they found 5 Knots at S,in Dit/.!O B.1y anJ 20 ,lt Ocecrn­
side. A Pector.il Sandpiper \\·,1s ,1t ,\l.ilihu La,,:oon. July 
22 (DR). N11 Baird's S,in,lpipc·rs were repnrte,l. 
D<lwitchers "f hoth species and snull nu,nbers of 
,\l.ubleJ Go,h,-its were: found throu,c:h"ut the su,nmer. 
S,nall 1.:rnups "f Am. Arnccts an,! BIJck-necked Stilts 
"·ere founJ nesting ,1t S.in,lyl.in,I. nc,u Ventura. Bolsa 
Chica. and some of the L1go<>ns in cu,1st.li San Diego 
C:,iunty. while the majoritv of these hirds ha,! success­
ful nestings in the Imperi,11 Valley: no ncstings were 
reporteJ from the dried-out l.1kes of the San Joayuin 
V.illey. \X'ilson's Phalaropes appured ,·ery e.1rly this 
summer: 1200+ were counte,1 ,1t l'pper Newport Bay. 
July 8 (R\\', ;\f\X'). They als<l were .1hunJant on the
l,1goons of coastal San Diego Count)· and in Death
Valley during this time. Along with them. howe,·er.
\\·ere only a ,·ery few Northern PluLu,ipes. By the last
week of July only a few hundred \X'ilsnn's remaine,l 
hut the nu,nbers of Northern Plulawpes had swelled 
to se,·eral thousand at Upper Newport Bay and at Lt. 
,\Llxton Brown Sanctuary. It was estimated th,11 there
were nwre than 7000 Northern PhaLuopes at Lt. 
;\[axton Brown Sanctuary. Aug. 26 (R\\'. ;\[\\').
Only ahout 20 Re,! Phalaropes were found het"·een
San Pedro and San Clemente Islan,I. Aug. 12 (ED.).

J.1cgtl'S 1hro11gh Tcms.-Owing perhaps to the scar­
city of Elegant Terns co,1st\\·ise during the Lite summer, 
the flight of jaegers was one of the poorest in memory. 
Only one Pumarine Jaeger was seen ne.u San Cle,nente 
Island, Aug. 12 ( ED .. George A. Hall. In·in,i: Burr). 
and one off SandylanJ. Aug. �8 ( Gi\lcC RS). A Skua

was sighted near San Clemente Island, Au,.::. 12 (ED .. 
GAH. IB). Early Sabine's Gulls were seen-1. 'i5 
miles west of San Diego. Aug. I (]MS). and another 
near San Clemente Island. Aug. 12 (GAH. IB). Gull­
hilled Terns had a \'try poor nesting season at the 
Salton Sea. where only 11 pairs cnuld he found ( Fred 
Gallup). Royal Tcrns \\·ere unreporte,l during the 
summer, hut Caspian Terns again nested successfully 
on south San Diei::o Bay. Only about 1 -l nests of 
Elegant Terns were found there ( Robert Blackstone). 
Away frnm the San Diego are.1. mi Eleg,int Terns were 
found aside from 2 at i\falihu. Aug. 28 (GMcC. RS). 

. �lcid.r.-Pigeon Guillemots ha,! a good nesting 
season near Morro Bay (AS). Only 'i Cassi n's Auk lets 
were seen near Los Coronados Islands durini:: the first 
week in August (Ji\fS). On Aug. 12 we had a singu­
L1r experience with Xantus· i\lurrelets about 8 miles 

southwest of the western end of San Clemente Island. 
At -l: :;o .-\.�!. "·e counted and estimateJ more than .,'iO 
circling the lights ,ind settling into the: \\·,1ter arnun,l 
our drifting hoat. They appean:,I to be attracted to the 
lights and then moYe,I on, and were replace,l by 
others_ This was stran,c:e since on the following morn­
inc; and for the relllain,ler of the Jar \\·e saw not 
an

.
other murrclet. This experience was ·difficult to ex­

plain in light of the following facts: Xantus· i\lurre­
lets normally finish nesting h1· mid-July: the young 
lel\·e the nest and seek the water ahout 2 Jays after 
hatchinc;: the birds normalh- are not nocturnal. hut 
le,1\'t tl1e nestinc; hurrn\\·s ;hortlr hc·fore da,Yn an,! 
return to them a't twilight or just ·.ifter ,lark: they are 
rclatil'eh· non-mic;ratofl'. 

Pi.!.f.to�rr. Dor:.r. H;1J11111in,!,;hird1.-Band-t.1ilc.:..I Pi­
c;eons ne.u Claremont nested as earlr as the end of 
J,1nu,11'1'. ,1s an injurt:,I fle,l.din.� was- foun,I there on 
Feh. 22 ( L. A. Sht:lton). A Groun,I Do\'e "·.1s found 
near Furnace Creek Ranch. Death V,illey Nat'I ;\[onu­
ment. July 9 (R\\'). Both Grnun,I and \X'hite-winge,l 
DoHcS had successful nestin,:s in the C,iachell.1 Valle1· 
durin,c: i\lay and June. In ·general. hoth Ann,1·s an:l 
BL1ck-chinned Hum,ninghirds had only fair nesting 
SUL(<:SS. 

Fl_1utch,n. S1l'.illo11 ,.-An Eastern Kingbird "·as 
reported near i\lar i\lonte Slou;:h. S,inta Ihrhar,1 in 
i.lte August (fide Egmont Z. Rett) ,ind another w:1s 
collected ne,u Oceanside, Au,c;. 29 (G,\lcC, RS). Ash­
throated Flyc,1tchers appeared in ,c;ood numhers in resi­
dential parts of Los Angeles (although no nests \\'Ue
tounJ). The OliYc-sided Flycatcher is prohahlr a 
re;:ular nesting species now at the Santa Barhara
Botanic Garden, as a,lults were feeding 2 young there.
Aug. 2 (EZR). Swallows of all species apparently
fared better with their nesting actil'ities than did most
Lindbirds. Purple i\!artins were found at Chilao. June
10 (R\V, i\I\X'). and at Irl'ine and O'Ncil Parks, July
8 (RW. j\[\X1). On July 30 a lone Purple i\lartin was
seen flying o,·er the Long Beach Freeway in Long 
Beach (ED.). 

R.n·, 11s 1hro11gh Ph.1i110J>, J>l.1.r.-An albino R,1Ven
was seen throughout the summer at Furnace Creek 
Ranch. Death V,1lle\' Nat'I Monument ( R\X'). Both 
Pigmr and Red-hre:1sted Nuthatch<:s "·ere found in 
San i\larcos Pass near Santa B.uhara. Aug. 22 ( EZR). 
,\fore Robins nested in lo\\'land urban are,1s during 
this scason. A fcw Cedar \X'axwings remained near 
Santa Barbara as late as )une 17 (EZR)-,ind this 
seemed to confirm this _gen�ral condition. Pluinopeplas 
were scarce in the desert areas but appeared in unex­
pected coastal areas an,I in unusual numhers in the 
foothill areas a\\·ar from the deserts. 

S1.irli11g.r, ]l",1rhler.r. T.111.1ga.r.-P,rnnu V,1lley was 
added to list of nestin_g sites of the Starling in south­
ern California this year (FG). Late Townsend's. 
Hermit. and i\facGilliua(s \X'arblers were found at 
Buckhorn Flats in the San Gabriel i\fount.1ins. June 
10 (R\X', ;\f\X'). A Northern Waterthrush "·as 
collected at Furnace Creek Ranch, D.V.N.i\l .. Aui:: . 
18 (R\X1). Bullock's Orioles had emir moderate nest­
ing success while Hooded Orioles brou,ght off very 
few youni:: hirds. After a superb sprini:: flight a small 
number of \\' es tern Tanagers lingered in San Marcos 
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until at least Aug. 1 (EZR) and through August at 
Morro Bay (AS). but no nest was found. 

Grosbe,1ks, Fi11che.r .111d Sp,rrmu·.r.-Black-beaded 
Grosbeaks seemed to have had a good season as manr 
young were reported. A male Rose-breasted Gros­
beak came daily to .1 feeder at ldyllwild. May 16-23 
( Marguerite Courtney. Jid, Norman H. Mellor), and 
• 1 nule Cardin.ii was reported from Santa Ana, Aug. 
19 ( Jid, Margaret Harding). A pair of Pyrrhuloxias 

were again reported from Cottonwood Springs, hut 
indications are that these were released cage birds. 
Lawrence·s Goldfinches were fairly common along 
mountain streams and at springs throughout the sum­
mer. Black-chinned Sparrows were reported by a few 
observers tu have had a very successful nestin_t!.­
ARNOLD SMALL. 302R C.11, 11di.rh Dri1,, Lo.r ,·lng,ler 
6.j, C.rlif .

494 


