
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUN­TAIN REGION.-The most salient 
observation from this varied region of different 
climates and altitudes 

is that the drought is broken, even if temporarily. 
We had a long, hard, snowy winter-second only to 
the great blizzard of 1949. Ruby Lakes, Nev. had 
26 per cent more snow than usual in the mountains 
of its watershed. Bear River Refuge, north of the 
Great Salt Lake, expects enough water to supply the 
whole refuge. Durango, Colo. reports double last 
year's snow pack in the San Juan Mountains, and so 
it goes. Therefore, the great federal refuges of the 
Great Basin expect to be back in business again, and 
there will be abundant water in the Central Rockies 
as well. The Monte Vista Refuge is adding another 
320 acres in the San Luis valley of southern Colorado. 
There is enough water to do the job. 
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Swans-Thirty-eight Trumpeter Swans wintered 
beside the highway on Flat Creek in Jackson Hole, 
Wyo. in the Nat'! Elk Refuge (RLM). This Jack­
son Hole group, in spite of poor breeding seasons, as 
last year, has steadily increased and before long most 
of the suitable nesting sites, such as relatively small 
permanent ponds, will be in use. These ponds are 
mostly in Grand Teton Nat'! Park and the sur­
rounding national forest. Clair Aldous reported 23 
Trumpeters wintered at Ruby Lakes, eastern Nevada. 
Whistling Swans normally spend the winter in the 
Klamath Basin, but this year, with the cold and deep 
snow cover, they were fed by army helicopters in 
late January. Over 3 tons of feed were dumped to 
1100 swans and 2000 geese. The swan peak at 
Klamath (Tule Lake) came on March 11 with 4020 
birds (EO'N). 

Ducks and Geese--The abundant moisture flooded 
the whole Bear River Bay at Bear River Marshes. 
Consequently, the spring migration of ducks in 
February and March was spread out, but there were 
fewer birds than last year in almost every species, ex­
cept Am. Widgeon, Ruddy Duck and Canada Goose. 
This is probably a result of last year's poor breeding 
season. The highest number of a given species was: 
Pinta:il, 51,450; Am. Widgeon, 19,000; Canvasback, 
12,850; Green-winged Teal, 12,250 (usually second 
most common-last year 43,100) (RD/). Most of the 
Central Rockies were still frozen up at the end of 
this petiiod because of the tough winter. 

Owing to the increased number of geese and lack 
of water and food on contiguous areas, the number 
of waterfowl on the great Klamath Basin refuges was 
71 per cent higher than in 1960 (EO'N). The high 
in ducks was 275,060 on Dec. 2. Duck totals at 
Bear River were: Pintail, 123,200; Am. Widgeon, 
40,400; Shoveler, 38,700; Ruddy Duck, 19,800; Mal­
lard, 6790; Bufflehead, 5580, with lesser numbers of 
other ducks. The spring peak for geese was March 11 
with: 280,400 Snow, 30,000 White-fronted, and 5590 
Canada. 

Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, this year, unlike last, froze 
completely. The high count of ducks the first week 
in December was 366,000. As always, these were 
mostly Mallards, but this peak is about half of last 
year's ( GC). At Monte Vista, Colo. the peak in ducks 
was early in December as usual, but there were not 
as many as the year before. Mallards peaked at 46,698, 
representing the bulk of the ducks. The Pintail was 
the next most common with 4800 ( CRB). Therefore, 
ducks are much reduced in this area but geese have 
increased or are holding their own. Few rarities were 
reported. Mrs. Lambertsen had a Hooded Merganser 
at Saratoga Lake, Wyo. in February. Three Wood 
Ducks wintered at Monte Vista ( CRB). 

Eagles-The greatest excitement this winter was 
provided by the Bald Eagle survey. This bird lends 
itseLf to counting since it is strictly confined to Ofen 
water, a limited commodity in this Region .in winter. 
Therefore, the Bald Eagles are concentrated, unlike 
the Golden Eagles, which are scattered. The count 
has shown many more Bald Eagles than was thought 
possible. There were 56 along the Colorado River 
from Dotzero at the headwaters down 200 miles 



(;\/r.<. LE). Bur Ri,·,r Marshes h:1d :1 ,c:0,1..l •o,intering 
p,>puL1tilln with :l hi,c:h uf -1.\ ,·n i\Lird1 15 (RD/). 
Thert: wt:rt: ;- on the ·' ,c:re.1t rciu,c:ts pf the Kl.1111ath 
8:1sin: Tult: Like. Luwer Klarmth and l'pper 
Kl.umth, Jan. :21 (E()'S). There wert .it lt::ist 1-i 
on a 7'i-111ilt: stretch "f the :--:(lrth Platk Ri,·LT in 
e.isttrn \\'yornin,c: (OKS): 9 un tht Sn.1ke RiYtr ne:ir
:--:.1111r:1. Idahu. J.in. 1., (Mrr. /-/f.S): 9 wintere,I at 
tht: i\luntt: Vistt Refu,c:e. Slluthtrn Ccdor.1cln ( Cl?B):
•I (ln the Ani111.1s Ri,·er nt:.lr Duran,c:u ( fJI?): ; at 
P,mnvan. l·tah ( S,\I). ,ind other sc,itttre,I hi rds. If 
.111 the upen wat1:r in this Regiun were c .. ,ered. this 
;trc:�1 \\·ntill.l turn nut tP he .1 n1.1j{lr wintc:nn_!.! J!fOUnll 
of the B.1icl L11.:le. sin,·e :nanr nf tht: stre,1111s art
fast 111,win,s: and rt111ain upen in srite uf ,·cry culcl
\\"e:tther. All 111:tj(lr ri,·ers (lf this Re,c:iun .1rre:1r tu 
winter Bald Eagles. Only ,1 s111:111 part "f the area 
h:1s heen Ccl\'ere,I s" far. 

Hawks-There was a ,uncentrJti,,n ,,f -.; Rnu1.:h­
le,:.:s at Tule Lakt: .in,1 Ln\\ ·er Kl.11n.1th c•n Jan. :21 
( [J)'S). :--:o other ,c:re,1t c"net,ntr,1tiuns \\·ere re­
p(lrte,I. Three Pere1.:rine falcons wintereJ ,1t .\lunte 
Vist.1. Coh (CR/3). and � at Bear Ri1 ·er ;\Lushes 
(RD/). This sh,n, s tl1.1t this hird \\ ·intt-rs in this 
Rei:i,:n in small nu111hers. few rare birds "ert re­
pu;·ted this winter. hut we h,1H· ,1 rerun (li ,1 H.1rl.1n·s 
H,1wk .It Huney Like. nurtheastnn C.tlifnrni.t. Jan. 
:26 ( ROP & TC. .fr.). This is he! ie,·td tu he the 7th 
reu>rd for C:tlifornia. Hcl\,·e,c-r. 111am· nhseners are 
not familiar "·ith this bir,I. 

Owls-;\;,, important numbers \\·trt re;)c1rtt,I hut 
tht nu111her and Sf'tcies are aYail:thle ni ,,11·!, wintering 
at i\l()nt<: Vista Refuge: (CRB). These were: Hc>rne,I 
O,d. 1(,: Sh"rt-1:.ire,l O,d. 1:2: fl:i111111,tl.tt<:d Owl. 2: 
H;irn O,d .. '\: Lc>n,,:-eared Owl, 8. 

Waxwings-Bc>hemi,rns wen, n,p"rte,I in numh<:rs. 
,ts usual. L ;\[. Badc>r estimate,! SOllll in th<: cm·irnns 
c>f Pucatl-llc>. IdaJ;.,, Howe1·tr. they S<:t1rn::cl tn .l!"
f.trth<:r south th,111 usual: .,'\ at Chey<:nne. \\'y,, .. J.111.
9 (J\lrs. RDH): numbers .It Hlltchkiss. Culc,r.1cl,1 mesa 
,,,untry (Mrs. //C). At Dur.111,,:0. Colo. flocks of up 
t" 150 wue seen (OR): also flocks nf up t« 'iO Ced:tr 
\Vaxwin,:s. B,,hc111ians an,! Cedar \\',1xwin'"s re,:ularlr 
()(cur at 'th<: samt time during the "·inttr ,;t Sait L1k� 
City (JLK).

Grosbeaks-All r<:purters this winttr hacl E,·enin,c: 
Grnshcaks .tnd in mc>rt ahund.rnt numbers than usu.ii. 

Sparrows-Two Harris' Sp:irwws \\'tr<: reported 
winttrin,l! at Grand Juncti"n (Mrs. FSC). An"thtr 
was Sten at Honey Like. J,111. 26 ( TC. fr.). The 
bir,I w,1s rcporteJ frnm there last winter. anJ perhaps 
is nut ,1s rnr<: at tht \\·tsttrn cd,l!e of the Gre:1t Basin 
as haJ been belie,'t:LI. 

Contribucors-L.\IB. L ;\I. Baylnr: CRB. Charles 
R. Bry:tnt: l'llrs. fSC. ,\!rs. frank S. Carrn,111: TC. Jr..
Thtod"rt Chase. Jr.: GC:. Gene Crnwford: .\!rs. JJC.
i\lrs. J. J. Crews: ;\[rs. LE. i\lrs. Luci· Ela: i\lrs. RDH, 
l'llrs. R()btrt D. H,tneswmth: RDJ, Rubert D. J"hn­
scrn; GLK. G. L Kashin: RU,!. Rubert L. l'llc.rns:
Si\L Stewart Murie: E0 '::-1. Eckard O 'l\'eill: ROP.
R. 0. Paxton: OR. Oppie Rea111es: OKS. Oli1·cr K. 
Scott: i\lrs. HES. J\lrs. Hugh £. Shaw-D1t. O1.1vrn
K. SCOTT. -i37 E.11t I.3th St .. C.1rf,,r. ir·.10.
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