MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Heavy
rains, and what some folks term “an old-fashioned
winter,” came at last in February to end the long-term
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drought in California. Storm after storm swung in
from the northeastern Pacific Ocean, pelted down on
thirsty forest and soil, and drenched the Region good
and proper. There was little let-up—the more usual
pattern of winter—and since the rains seemed heavier
than normal, one might wonder that the land could
continue to make good use of the watery bounty. But
it did—and still is, very definitely! The precipitation
for a good part of the state took, of course, the form
of snow which piled higher and deeper on our moun-
tain ranges. An excellent and long-needed runoff
from the Sierra is expected—a most important factor
in general well-being of the Central Valley for all
forms of life there, avian, botanical, and human. The
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River Canyon (AJE). Hooded Mergansers were pre-
sent in good numbers: 8 on the Marchbanks Pond
near Walnut Creek on Dec. 2 (EAP); 6, Dec. 7 near
Freedom. Santa Cruz Co.. and from 1 to 4 there until
Feb. 2 (GPL, e ul.): a pair apparently wintered
near Tahce City (GAlcC), and 2 were present on
Lake Almanor in Plumas County on March 15 (AJE).
Two Red-breasted Mergansers were at St. Mary's Col-
lege, March 26 (ASC).

Hawks, Eagles, Cranes, Rails—A fair flight of
Rough-legged Hawks into central California appar-
ently occurred. for numbers were present. but fewer
than last year's good flight. Perhaps as a result of the
January inventory of Bald Eagles, we are becoming
more eagle-conscious; at any rate. there were more
than the usual reports of both Golden and Bald
Eagles throughout the northern Region: for instance,
12 Bald Eagles at Lake Tahoe was the highest count
ever (GMcC). Single Pigeon Hawks that allowed
close views were at Inverness, Feb. 15 (GAl), and at
Soquel, Santa Cruz Co. on March 16 (FEH). An
estimated 4500 to 5000 Sandhill Crancs were seen
foraging and courting, and flying in and out of open
fields near Goshen. Tulare Co., east of Highway 99
on Feb. 25 (Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Webb. fide MEA).
These may have been birds on migration from the
Carrizo Plains, which probably harbors the largest
wintering population in the state. Nicely correlating
with this was the sighting of "flock after flock™ of
cranes flying north and northwest over Yolo By-Pass
about noon on March 4 (BK). A flock of 15 was
noted over Olema. Marin Co. on Jan. 4 (AlN7)—
a coastal area seldom visited by these striking birds.
One of the most secretive of rails, the Bluck Ruil,
allowed 14 lucky birders a close and rare view in the
San Francisco Bay Salt Marsh Sanctuary en Jan. 6
(GM. GMcC. G.G.AS)!

Shorebirds—An unusual concentration of 23 Black
Oystercatchers was seen at Point Lobos, Feb. 7 (AIF).
An carly Killdeer nest. with warm eggs, was located
along a road within the Sacramento Refuge on Feb.
26 (JH). Am. Golden Plorers, rare enough in the
fall are even more unusual as winter visitors, vet there
were numerous sightings (extended from last fall’s
spectacular migration?): From 1 to 3 were seen on
cight different dates from Dec. 28 through April 6 at
Bodega Bay (GPL. BDP, MS, AW’): one inland at
Woodland on Dec. 9 (GAMcC); and three sightings
were reported from the Santa Cruz area (fide DBH ).
Ruddy Turnstones are becoming increasingly common
during the winter months: among other records, 16
were at Bodega Bay on Jan. 21 (BDP). An estimated
500 Whimbrels (300 in one flock) were in the vicin-
ity of Los Banos on March 24 (MAM & Pd.B). but
none were found a week later in the middle Sacramen-
to Valley (where they are rarely reported). In keep-
ing with older records, they seem to stop over in the
San Joaquin Valley. but largely pass over the north-
ern valley on their way to the breeding grounds. The
presence of Knots during every winter month in the
past 3 years in this Region—and in good numbers—
may indicate pussible extension of their winter range:
2 at Moss Landing on Dec. 16 (GPL): 4 at Bay
Farm Island, Alameda on Dec. 30 (GAMcC. & RS);

5 on Feb. 5 at Moss Landing (GPL): 81 on Feb. 18
at Alameda Southshore and B. F. Island (MM &
PdeB); and 30 there on March 10 (MM). An excel-
lent description of a Rock Sandpiper. seen at the end
of December (Mrs. Beth C. Snyder. fide AIM). 2
identified on Jan. 7 (MAl). and 1 on Jan. 14 (HA.
LF, G.G.A.5.)—all records in the same general area
of rocky coastline south of Jenner in Sonoma County
in company with Surfbirds and Black Turnstones—
place the species there this winter. These birds of
the northern Pacific coast have been reported regularly
from Humboldt Bay in recent years. and casually as
far south as Baja California. Although we have
knowledge of only one sight record en the central
Regional coast (1957), scattered individuals may
cccur more regularly than assumed on our coast in
winter. Now supported by a recent San Diego speci-
men, an excellent sight record of a Rxff in fall plum-
age (reported to us last fall, but for obvious reasons
net included in the report at that time) seems advis-
able to record. Both birds were recognized by well-
qualified European observers who knew the species
in its native haunts. Our Regional record was ob-
served at Bodega Bay on Sept. 10. 1961, for a total
of 135 hours at distances from 10 to 50 feet. The
observer carefully checked every mark. took notes in
the feld, and compared with Pectoral Sandpipers,
Knots. and other shorebirds (MM). By virtue of its
cemparatively large size the bird was believed to be a
male. This species has thus proven its west coast
occurrence south of Alaska. An attempt on the next
day and subsequently to obtain confirmation was un-
successful, for the bird was gone.

Gulls, Alcids—An immature Glaucous-winged
Gull. confirmed from the Sierra Nevada near Tahoe
City on Jan. 9 (GAMcC) is a most unusual inland
record. Two Herring Gulls were at the same lo-
cation 2 days later (GALcC). Black-legged Kittiwakes
were present in good numbers (up to 50) from Jan-
uary to March on the Monterey Peninsula shoreline
(EAA. GPL, ATN). Rhinoceros Auklets were noted
close to the Monterey shore: on Dec. 28 to Jan. 1
when nuptial plumes and horn on a single bird were
evident (GPL). and on Feb. 24 when 5 were seen
(MM & Pd.B).

Pigeons, Owls—Bund-tailed Pigeons were notably
scarce in the East Bay, and in almost every other arca
were reported in numbers below 10—or none. With
these exceptions: During the winter. about 1000 were
in the Boulder Creek area, Santa Cruz Co. where
there were acorns (FEI1): on Jan. 12 near Colfax, at
least 1500 were observed coming in small greups from
the North Fork of the American River Canyon and
heading for the vak belt in the lower Sierran foct-
hills (FGE). During the third week in March,
though. they were noted foraging in the tops of the
Grand Firs near Fort Bragg, increasing in numbers to
75 (RC): they also returned to the central Regional
coast during the same month. A Roadrunner was
observed. Jan. 2, in Pt. Lobos State Park (MF).
Eighteen Long-cared Owls were flushed from the
“famous” pine tree near Courtland. Jan. 16. that
offers winter haven regularly (GAcC).

Poor-wills, Hummingbirds, Flycatchers—A Poor-
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