
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

REGION.-The rnntwllin,t: fac"t,,r. water. for breed­
in,..: w.iterf"'d was set in the last two seas<>ns an,! in 

this ,t.is<>n the h'1nest ume. It appeare,l t<1 he a 
better breeding season than there has been in se,·eral 
re.trs. Juh· was hot and ren· dry. In many areas of 
the Great Basin. l'tah. \\'yoming and the central 
R.,ckies there w,1s no precipitation in July. but daily 
thunderstorms started in August. Landbirds as well 
. ,s ll"aterf"wl appeared to have a good breeding season. 
hut there are fewer substantiating figures. There was 
., ��per cent incre.1se in hreedin,; M�urnin,..: Doves at 
Ck-ar Lake in the Klamath Basin (EJO'N). 

Swans-Ruby Lakes reported rewrd production of 
th<: Trumpeter Swan with ..j nests and 1 I cygnets 
surriring (DEL). 

At ;\[ inidob Refuge on the Snake River, southern 
Idaho. the first go:,se nesting was 81) per cent 
destroyed hy e,1rly high water. but these birJs nesteJ 
.i_..:,iin successfully with near normal results (SRll"). 
The ducks there are nwstly i\bllards and Gadwall­
. ib<1ut �000, which is nnrm,il. By the end of July the 
p<1pubtion rose to 3�.000. bemuse of the influx c>f 
moltin,t: Am. \X1idgeons. Mallards and Gadwal,ls on 
Like \\'olcott (SRll"). 

Althm1,i.:h 1\[onte Visti Refuge was hit by a water 
,h.,rta,..:e. the numher of 1'1allarcls present has almost 
d,,uhled-up to I 1.800. Other spe(ies. whid1 are 
less numerous. were sr>mewhat 11ft (GP£). The 
rdui.:<: has grown. ,iccounting for the increase. Se,·eral 
bn,,;ds of ·Buffieheads were
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iouncl on Lake Yellow­
stone "n July 28 (OKS). Apparently this hir,l hreeds 
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more commonly in northwestern \X\oming than h,1s 
been supp,,sed. The onh- rare dm-ks reported were -! 
male and 2 female \X'ood Ducks at Deer Flat Refuce 
( ll"CR). This is the largest count in this regic>n f�1r 
this rare duck. 

Hawks-The Black Hawk nesting attempt near 
Springdale. southern Utah. raised no rnun,i.: (DLC). 
A Goshawk nested at Bryce Canyon Nat'! Park (DR). 
\X'e hope these rare mountain hawks will sun·i,·e. 

Eagles-In spite nf allnwable shooting 11f the 
Golden Eagle in central \\\11min,i.:. three nests just 
nnrth of Casper successfully r.iised 2 mun,.: e.ich. A 
nest just a mile north of the city. h11we,er. was 
destroyed (OKS). Three rnung birds of the year 
\\'ere seen in the Kolobara region of Zion Park, July 
2� (RJI'"). 

Swifts-Black S\\'ifts were reported at i\loraine 
Park and Bear Lake in Rocky Mountain Nat'! Park <1n 
four days in the third week of August, with up to 
, birds at a time (TC). It is known there are rela­
ti,·ely large cnlonies of these birds in the Colorado 
Rockies. hut the habitat is so inaccessihle that the,· 
,ire rarely reported. There were 5 Black Swifts ,;t 
Salt Lak<: City. June 18 (GK).

Hummingbirds-A Rivoli's Hummingbir,l was 
seen ,it a feeder on the eastern slope of the Rockies. 
just s,,uth oi Rocky ;\lnuntain N,1t'I Park, Aug. 'i 
(TC). The bird is casual in Colomdo. but this is f.ir 
east. 

Swallows-fifteen Purple ,\[artins-a r'1re bird 
in l"tah-\\·ere seen ne:ir Heher on July IO (GK). 
This points to a breeding wlony in the are,t. 

Warblers, Vireos-A Ri1·-breasted \X'arbler was 
wllect<:d on the west side of i. ·pper Klamath Lake on 
July 6 ( RGJ\frC). the first record for Oreg.,n. A 
Red-eye,! Vir<:11 was found east uf L'pper Klamath 11n 
the same date hy the same ohsen·er. This specimen 
als11 \\·as collected. 

Orioles-Srntt's Orioles were found at 2 different 
localities in the juniper forest just south of Salt Lake 
City. June 29-50 (RF. GK): this is far north for 
the bird. One was seen carr)'ing food . 

Grosbeaks and Buntings-A Rose-hreasted Gros­
heak was f.,und ,it 8000 ft. in the front range of the 
Rockies ( Ro(ky 1\lountaitNat'l Park), July 16 (TC). 
This is far west for this bird. Evening Grosbeaks 
turned up at Duran
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i.::o. July 12 (OR). An Indigo 
Hunting was handed in Oak Creek Canron, Zion Park, 
July 11 (RI/''). This seems remarkably far west for 
this bird. but it is the second record for this Park. 

Contriburors-DLC. Dennis L. Carter: TC. Ted 
Chandik: GPE. George P. Eustis: RF. Reed Ferris: 
GK. Gleb Kashin: DEL. Donald E. Lewis; RGi\lcC. 
R. G. i\lcCaskie: EJO'N. Edward J. O'Neill: OR . 
Oppie Reames; WCR. \X'illiam C. Retfalt: DR. Dick 
Russell; OKS. Oli,·er K. Scott: R\X'. Ronald \X'auer: 
SR\X'. Sanford R. \X'ilbur.-DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT. 
-1.n £.1.r/ 131/., St .. C.l.fper. Jl"_ ro. 

SOUTHWEST REGION.-The summer ""as un­
usu,tlly hot and dry in most of Ne"' Mexico. with 
water conditi,,ns the poorest in many years. The Rio 
Gran,le "·"is ,In· in much <1f its course after June I. 



and there was very little wa ter left at the Bosque 
de! Apache Nat'! Wildlife Refuge by ea rl y Jul y. 
At Roswell , there were 18 consecutive days of over 
100° F. Arizona. after an exceptionally arid wi nter 
and spring, fared much better. Generous rai ns sta rted 
fa lling in the Nogales area in early Ju ly, and la ter 
good rains fell in other parts of southweste rn Ari zona. 
In August the rest of the state benefited from heavy 
rains, and wa ter condi ti ons were vas tly improved. 

The lack of rai n in New Mexico resulted in a 
dearth of weeds, especially wil d sunfl owers. H owever, 
the acorn a nd berri' crop was reported as good to ex­
cellent. Ar izona reports, on the other hand , indicated 
a poor mast production. 

Cormorants, Herons, Ibis-Two O livaceous Cor­
mo rants were seen near N ogales, Ariz. , Jul y 28 
and Aug. 3 ( W'H) . A Little Blue Heron was ob­
served at Six-mi le Lake below Carlsbad, N. Mex. , 
Jul y 9 to 10 (RCB) . At the same locati on, at least 
30 you ng Snowy Egrets and 30 young Bl ack-crowned 
Night H erons were seen in nests (RCB). A Wood 
Ibis, extremely rare in New Mexico, was observed 
there from Jul y 9 to 22 (RCB. BKH) . 

Waterfowl- As many as 5 adult Black-bellied Tree 
D ucks, but no you ng, were present near N ogales in 
June (WH) . No Mexican Ducks could be fo und at 
the San Simon Cienega, Ariz.- N. Mex., during a vis,it 
there in April. Water conditions at the Cienega were 
extremely poor. The status of the M exican D uck, 
which is now extremely rare in the United States, 
warrants restoration efforts involvi ng the setting aside 
and development of suitable areas (SHL) . A female 
Am . Widgeon was seen at Ft. Baya rd , Grant Co. , 
N. Mex. , J uly 28 (BKH) . A pair of Common Golden­
eyes was observed at a stock pond on Beaver D am 
W ash, ex treme southwes tern Utah, June 11 (DLC). 

Hawks- Mi ssissi ppi Kites again nested in New 
Mexico ; one young was successfully reared at a nest 
in an elm at Roswell. It had left the nest by Aug. 11. 
At least 6 ad ults , other than the nesting pair, were 
noted in the vicinity during the nesting period ( V M). 
A Goshawk was seen on the N orth Rim of the Grand 
Canyon, Ariz., July 4 (DLC). A pair of Cooper's 
H awks nested at Pipe Springs Nat' I Monument, Ariz. , 
where an adu lt and 2 juveniles were found, July 25 
(DLC) . H arris ' H awk had a good nesting season in 

the Garlsbad area (RCB). 
Quails-The Gambel's Quail hatch in much of 

Ari zona was poor, owning to a dry w inter (SG). In 
New Mexico, they were plentiful at the Bosque 
Refuge (LAO ). Scaled Quail were unusually numer­
ous in the Roswell area (RD]) and at Carlsbad 
(RCB). 

Gallinules, Shorebirds- A brood of 5 young 
Common Gallinul es was fou nd at the Bosqu e Refuge 
(LA O) , and 2 well -grow n young were seen along 
the Pecos Ri ver blow Carlsbad, Jul y 20 (RCB). Two 

potted Sandpipers were observed at Rose Canyon 
Lake in the Santa Catalina Mountains, Ariz., Aug. 8 
(FMT). Five Am. Avocets were noted at Santa Fe, 
N. Mex. on the rather ear ly date of July 7 (PRS) . 
Seven Wilson's Phal,aropes , possibly early returning 
migrants, were noted there, June 18 (PRS). 

Pigeons, Doves- Band-tailed, Pigeons apparently 
had a good season. Small fl ocks were seen at Pata­
gonia, Ari z., June 10 (FMT). A nest with egg was 
found at 9000 ft. on Carr Peak in the Huachuca 
i\Iounta ins, Ari z. , Aug. 13 (SHL). A flock numbering 
300 was seen about 30 miles north of Silver City, 
N. i\Iex. , Aug. 4 (Leonard Oakley). Between 24 and 
30 were present at Cedar Cres t, in the Sandia Moun­
tains , N. l\fex., af ter Aug. 9, the fi rs t ones seen there 
since at least 1956 (BM) . They al·so were reported 
from Los Al amos, N. i\lex. (MC). A White-wi nged 
D ove was fou nd near Littlefield , Ari z. , Jul y 30 
(R lf1/ R) . I nca D oves were sti ll present at Parker 
Dam, Calif. , on the Colorado River, as wi tnessed by 
at leas t 5 seen there, June I. ( GM, PDeB, DP) . 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds-No t a 
single Buff-coll,a red Nightjar (Ri dgway's Whip-poor­
wi ll) coul d be found in the Ari zona portion of 
Guada lupe Canyon in the Guada lupe Mountains of 
extreme sou theas tern Ari zo na and southwestern New 
Mexico (SHL). Both Common and Lesser Night­
hawks were seen and heard near St. George, Utah, 
June 10 (DLC, et al. ). Along 10 miles of highway 
tmvel southeast of Santa Fe, 62 Common Nighthawks 
were counted at 7 A.M . on Ju ly 17 (PRS) . At leas t 6 
Bl ack Swifts were seen fl y,i ng w ith swa llows over the 
Virgi n Ri ver bottoml,ands near St. George on a cool 
and cloudy day, June 10 (DLC, et al.). A Chimney 
Swift was noted over Carlsbad, Ju ly 4 (BKH). Levy 
is reasonab ly certain that he saw a male Lucifer Hu m­
mingbird in the Guada lu pe Mountai ns. The Violet­
crowned Hummingbird was quite common in the same 
mountains (SHL) . 

Trogons, Woodpeckers- A female and 2 male 
Coppery-tailed Trogons were seen j n Cave Creek 
Canyon on the east side of the Chiricahua Mountains, 
Ariz. , June 5. One of the ma les was in a nest hol e. 
The following day, a male was observed in the 
Arizona portion of Guadalupe Canyon, apparent ly a 
first record for that locality (GM, et al.) . Four 
Acorn W oodpeckers were noted in oak scrub at Deer 
Lake in the mountains above Cuba, Sandoval Co., 
N . Mex., Ju ly 21 (PRS) . 

Flycatchers, Swallows- The Tropica l Kingbird 
has become more numerous at Nogales ( 111/ H) . The 
Thick-billed Kingbird continued to expand its range 
in Ari zona. A nest was found in a sycamore in Madera 
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Canyon, Santa Rita Mountains, June 2; later, on July 
10, 2 youn,g were still in the nest, 2 were perched near 
the nest, and a fifth was active in the nest tree (H & 
RC). The species appeared to be very common in the 
Patagonia area, Aug. 3 ( WH). Only 1 pair could be 
found at each of Bonita and Guadalupe Canyons in 
the Arizona portion of the Guadalupe Mountains 
(SHL). Three pairs of Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers 
were found in Bonita Canyon (SHL). The Purple 
Martin was scarce at Tucson, Ariz., a maximum of 5 
on July 14 comparing poorly with 75 to 100 seen 
there in the past three years (FMT). 

Jays, Bushtits, Mimids-A flock of 8 Piiion Jays 
was observed in Joshua trees near Beaver Dam Wash, 
June 11 (DLC). Three male Black-eared Bushtits 
( one collected) were identified in 3 small flocks of 
Bushtits in the Arizona sectlion of Guadalupe Canyon, 
June 6 ( GM, et al.), a possible new state record. A
Catbird was present at Cedar Crest, June 5 to 6 
(BM). A Bendire's Thrasher was careful,ly observed 
along Beaver Dam Wash, June 11 (DLC, AC). 

Vireos, Wood Warblers-A late Warbling Vireo 
was observed in mesquites near Washington, Wash­
ington Co., Utah, June 10 (DLC). A Black-and-white 
Warbler wias noted at Cedar Crest, Aug. 7, 14, and 
1 7 (BM) . Lucy's Warblers were not found south of 
Parker, Ariz., but at least 15 were seen in large 
stands of mesquites near the Colorado River north 
of town, June 1 (GM, et al.). A drab and very late 
Audubon's Warbler was seen along Beaver Dam 
Wash, June 11 (DLC). A male was present at Cedar 
Crest, June 23 (BM). A Yellow-breasted Chat nest 
was found at Cedar Crest (BM). A Wilson's Warbler 
at Patagonia, June 7 (WH) was quiite late. A male 
Am. Redstart wias noted at Cedar Crest, Aug. 6, 7, 
14, and 18 (BM). 

Icterids, Tanagers-At least 6 pairs of Orchard 
Orioles were nesting in the vicinity of Carlsbad 
( RCB). About 12 Common Grackles were identified 
at Montezuma, San Miguel Co., N. Mex., Aug. 1 
(ES). A pair of Bronzed Cowbirds was seen at Bard, 
Imperial Co., Calif., June 1 (GM, et al.). Three 
Western Tanagers in the desert near St. George, June 
10, and another along Beaver Dam Wash, June 11 
(DLC) were very late. Three Hepatic Tanagers were 
observed in Bayo Canyon below Los Al,amos, Aug. 15 
(PRS). 

Fringillids-A pair of Cardinals was observed wiith 
2 young at Parker Dam, June 1 (GM, et al.). A 
male Varied Bunting was found in Guadalupe Canyon, 
June 6 (GM, et al.). More than two dozen Evening 
Grosbeaks were seen on the North Rim of Grand 
Ganyon, July 25 (DLC). An unusual number of Pine 
Grosbeaks were reported: adults were seen from 
June on, and juveniles were noted on Aug. 11, at 
Montezuma (ES); 4 were seen on Cumbres Pass, 
Conejos Co., Colo., June 12 (BM), and about 20
were found there, Aug. 10 (PRS); and the species 
was noted at Los Alamos, Aug. 13 to 14 (MC). 
A Pine Siskin feeding with Blue Grosbeaks about 
15 miles north of Blythe, Riverside Co., Calif., 
June 1 ( GM, et al.) was extremely late. A pair of 
Red Crossbills was observed at Los Al-amos, July 20, 
and thereafter they were fairly common; none were 
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seen in 1962 (WBL). A Greer)-tailed Towhee was 
noted on June 9 and 27 at Cedar Crest, and a young 
bioo was seen there, July 28 (BM). Four Savannah 
Sparrows were seen in a marsh near St. George, Umh, 
July 3 (DLC). Botteri's Sparrows were "numerous" 
at Nogales, Elgin, and Ft. Crittenden, Ariz. after 
early July (WH). At least 8 Sage Sparrows were 
seen at Dunn's Bridge, Santa Fe, July 4 (PRS). A 
Black-chinned Sparrow was seen at the mouth of 
Water Canyon, Magdalena Mountains, N. Mex., July 
21 (BM). 
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Oliver, Dave Pearson, R. W. Russell, Elmer Schooley, 
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