
MIDDLE PACIFIC REGION.-The nesting season 
was, as usual, on the one hand prolonged and on the 
other difficult to summarize because of a lack of quan-

titative data on nesting populations. It began probably 
in February and certaanly in March (and in the case 
of a few really early species by last December), and 
extended at least to the end of the period, even in 
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the warmer, lower parts of the Region. 
Summer weather was not unusual, but the effects 

of the heavy April rains (and snow in the mountains) 
and of some unusually rainy weather at the beginning 
of June were felt on the bird population, probably 
in two ways. There was probably some delay in the 
onset of nesting at high elevations ( as inferred from 
the fact that conditions would have been unfavorable 
for nesting until later this year). By late summer, 
however, bird populations seemed to be about the 
same as last year ( especi:ally in terms of young birds 
seen) even high in the mountains. This suggests that 
birds may have made up for lost time by accelerating 
some of the preliminaries of nesting, such as pair 
formaliion and nest building, in order to get the 
young off before conditions again become unfavorable 
in the higher parts of the Region, and in time for 
the fall migration. 

Also very noticeable in the late summer were the 
flowers of the high mountain meadows and the 
greenery at moderate elevations--much in contrast to 
the usual scarcity of flowers and general dryness and 
golden color so typical of California in the late sum
mer. Even at very low elevations the prolonged 
vernal season was apparent, but not nearly so striking 
as in the mountains. The effects of this may not, 
however, be expressed so much in nesting popula
tions as in the distribution of migrating birds ( see 
below). 

Migration-A number of spring migrants were 
reported into the middle of June, mostly "late" spe
cies, especially Western Tanager and Western Wood 
Pewees. To the south of this Region a number of 
"early" species (e.g. Western Flycatcher) also were 
found even as late as June 10. The fall migration 
began in late June and early July with the return of 
many shorebird species, and, in the mountains, of 
Rufous Hummingbirds ( see below). In other areas 
the shafting of breeding populations (birds moving 
into and out of areas earlier occupied) also was in
dicative of fall unrest; see Allen's and Anna's Hum
mingbirds for a good example. By the end of July 
southbound landbirds were detected at several points 
in the Region; discussion of the fall landbird migra
tion has, however, except for hummingbirds, been 
postponed until the fall report. 

A poorly understood phenomenon that seems to be 
correlated wiith migration is that termed the "up
mountain movement" by those observers who have 
studied it locally. It is now best known in the Lake 
Tahoe area, where Guy McCaskie has gathered rec
ords of the birds involved for the last six years. All 
the species involved are migratory and nest at lower 
elevations. McCaskie includes in this movement those 
species that he has recorded only in the late sum
mer. He reports the following species as being regu
larly present (with periods ·of abundance and maxi
mum numbers): 

Great Blue Heron (single birds, late July and 
August, occasionaHy to January) 

Anna's Hummingbird (as many as two at once, 
July 30 to Aug. 21) 

Solitary Vireo (as many as 8 in a day, July 30 to 
Aug. 21) 



Black-throated Gray Warbler (as many as 6 in ,1 
Jay, Aug. 10 to Sept. 29) 

Bullock's Oriole (as many as 6 in a day, Aug. 
to Sept. 5) 

Lazuli Bunting (as many as '5 in a d.1y, July 16 to 
Sept. 22) 

lesser Goldfinch (as nuny ,is 50 in a flock. July 2 
Ill Nov. 9) 

A111erican Goldfinch (as many as -i in a ,by. Aug. 
10 to Dec. 1) 

House Finch (no details supplied) 
,rnJ the following species as irregular ( nllt pn::sent 
e,ery year) : 

Snowy Egret (once). Ash-throated Fly,·atcher 
(twice). Black Phoebe (twice), Purple Martin 
(twice). Mockingbird (once). Blue-gray Gnatc.1tcher 
( llnce). Purple Finch ( twice, ma1· be commoner). 

It has been widely suggested that these are birds 
chat 1110\'e from lower to hi1.:her ele,·ations in order 
to 111igrate. This would have some rnlue in that low 
.treas are at their Jriest in the early fall, while the 
,rn:untains offer more faq,r,1ble conditions ,11 this 
ti111e. This would seem to be somewhat supported 
by the fact that the "up-mlluntain birds'" were few 
and far behveen so far ( miJ-August) this year ( ex
cept Solitary Vireo). while conditions at lower elc:,·a
tions were 111ore favorable than usual. perhaps reduc
ing the need to move to higher elevations. In the 
sprin." the favorability llf conditions at low and high 
eiel'ations would be reversed. explaining the ,1bsence 
of these species at high elerntions then. 

Pelicans, Cormorants-About 50 \X'hite Pelicans 
were repnrteJ from lake Almanor. June 7 (J"KC), 
probably a non-breeJin,i.: grnup. The: Brown Pelican 
colony at Point Lobos. the farthest north allln,i.: this 
mast and a very marginal one. contained _:; nests on 
,\lay '\; by June 28. 2 of the nests ha,! disappeared. 
but there was one bird on the remainini.: nest. So111e 
_:;50 of the species were abmtt (f!LC). \·he Brandt"s 
Cor111orant colony at Point Lobos included mn 2000 
birJs. with 800 to 11)00 nests. on June 2H (1/U,); it 
is the obsen·er·s recollection that the rnlom· used Ill 
be much larger. Exca,·ation for the Pacific· Gas .in,I 
Electric Company's proposed atomic power pl.int on 
BoJega Head has had the expected undesirable etl"ect 
lln the Pelagic Cormorant rnlony there: only two nests 
could be founJ on Aug. 11. as ag.1inst 6., on Juli' 22. 
1962 (TC: see ,HX 16('5):'50_,. Oct. 1%2) 

Waterfowl-Although ,\lerced ::--.-at"! \\"ildlifc: Ref
uge is primarily for 111igrating and wintering water
fowl. a few ducks breed there: this ye,u. '"the best 
pwJuction year on recorJ for this refuge,'" 2-i brooJs 
\\'ere obsened ( 1-i Mallard. '5 Cinnamon Te,d. 2
Shol'eler, 2 Pintail. 1 A111. \X'idgeon). The A111. 
\\' idgeon broocl is the first recorded in the tweh·e
yeu history of the refuge and prubably the first 
recordeJ for this Region, though it has bred in ex
tre111e northeastern California. '"C nusually kite spring 
rains contributeJ to the above-al'eragc; surface water 
present in the area this year'" (DXII'"). 

Besides the common summer stra,i.:."lers alon,i.: the 
cuast (flocks of more than 10 regularly seen: \\'estern 
Grebe. Surf and \\'hite-wingeJ Senters) and the 
regular stragglers ( 1-10 regularly seen: ,111 three 

loons. Black Brant. Lesser Scaup. Co111111on Scoter. 
Red-bre,1sted ,\[erganser) there were 5 Pintails at 
Muss lanJing. June 22 (HLC). a female Common 
Goldeneye at Dumbarton Straits. July 3 (RS), and 
,1 c;> Harlequin Duck at the mouth of the Bi,!.( Sur 
Ri1er. July 2 (RLB). Although there were records 
of summer str,1gglers ,tt the turn of the century. 
when this duck still bred in California in some num
bers. the wintering population is nm,· so sm.111 ( see 
,·JF,\' 17(.,):35-L June 1963) that it is remarkable 
tlut one should be found in summer. el'en if the 
same prupllrtion straggles as in the case of the srnters. 

Vultures, Hawks, Quail-The new till JI Oak
land International Airport is acquiring J porulation 
"f r.tbbits ar.d grnund squirrels, which in turn is 
supporting an increased population of Turkey Vul
tures (ER). Continuing reports of Cahforni.1 Con
,lurs from Tulare County include a newspaper article 
(Purl<nille F.m11-Trihu11e, June 27). with recogniz
ctble photographs. concerning a flock oi 8 southeast 
of Ducor (lid, MEi\-1). Mr. and Mrs. Mires saw 2 
c"<>ndors at an ele,·ation of 6-iOO feet near Spring,·ille. 
,ts well as ,tt the l _,00-foot elel'ation of their heme 
there. Two ReJ-shouldered Hawks fled,c:ed. June 1. 
,\loss Landin,i.:. June 22 (HLC). a fem.de Common 
Goldeneye at Dumbarton Straits. July 3 (RS). and 
fr-0111 a nest near Glen Ellen. S<:noma Co .. 6 ,lays 
earlier th,rn from the same nest in 196 I and 1962 
(MS: see .·IFS 16('i):505. Oct. 1962). A Bald 
Eagle nest two miles south of Eagle l.1ke. Lassen 
Co .. was reported to h,11·e one young bird in it on 
July 2 (/id,· Tl?). California Quail at Mills College, 
Oakland. had young one-quarter grown on i\[.1y :;o, a 
bit early ( H LC). Mountain Quail with snull youn,i.: 
were seen at Yreka, July 9 (MC) anJ on Louse 
Spring Road (ne.tr Dr,tkesbad). Plumas Cu .. July 2�
(l"KC). 

Shorehirds-Two B!ack Oystercatcher nests were 
pointed out ,it Point Lobos State Park by the park 
naturalist. Mr. ,·an dc:r Vere. June 2H (I/LC); 2 
adults were feeding 2 young on Bo,leg.1 HeaJ. Juh· 
20 (BDP). About 20 Snowy PIO\ ers. including only 
one dll\\'n)' young. were found at the mouth of 
Elkhorn Slllugh. Moss Landin,!!. in a foriner g<H>cl 
nestin,i.: uea. Ho"·e,·er. breeJing may be on the in
d·e,1se with the enlargement of habit.it .11 O.1kland 
Airport (fl?). anJ a pair with flightless young w.1s 
seen at the D,11is pllnds. Yolo C,1 .. July 28 (GMcC).
,1pparently the first breeding recorcl for the Sacramen
to V.d ley ( though the species breeJs tu the south 
,tt Llls Banos .rnd to the nurth at Tu le Ltke). 

Summer stragglers were nornul: first .1rri1·als of 
fall migrants .tlong the coast were on the early edge 
llf normal. with a few records repmted ,ts first ,uriv
als more than two weeks early: \X'estern Sandpiper. 
-i at mouth of Salinas Ri,er. June 19 ( RLB); Sander
ling, 9 at Moss landing. June 27 (RLB: .1 month 
e.1rly); Northern Phalarope. 30 at mouth of Salinas 
Ri1-er. June 19 (RLB). High numbers of rn,tny shore
birds also were early (2000 \X'estern San,lpipers at
the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, OaklanJ. July 11 (MM);

usually only about 100 at this time).
Terns-There probably is still a snull nesting 

colony of Forster"s Terns at Elkhorn Sl,,u."h. Moss 

481 



Landing. where about 10 were seen on June 22 and 
29, but other colonies in the area have been aban
doned sioce 19-19 (HLC). Sinf:le Common Terns 
were reported ( with Forster's) at lake Al manor, 
July 5 (MM). and at the south end of lake Tahoe. 
Aug. 1 and 10 ( GMcC). Only one least Tern was 
observed. June 29. at .Moss landing, formerly the 
site of a nesting colony (HLC), but 10-15 were seen 
July 28 at Oakland .Airport (ER), leading to hopes 
that they may breed there. Sixty-one Elegant Terns 
were at Moss landing. Jul)' 18 (RLB). a bit earlier 
an<l in better numbers than last year. The Caspian 
Tern colony at Dumbarton Bridge. estimated al 
11,0+ adults (HLC). was 20 pairs lllrger than last 
year. 35 pairs larger than in 1961 (RS). 

Alcids--An Ancient Murrelet was observed at 
Bodega Head, July 20 (BDP), and reports of 
Marbled Murrelets ( I in winter plumage, Bodega 
Head. July 10 [BDP]: 6---1 in breeding plumage, 
one in molt. one in winter plumage-from Santa 
Cruz to Pigeon Point, July 27 [AW, PDeB, GMcC]:
� in winter plumage at Bode.L!a Head. July 28 
[MM]) suggest that Julr and August are the best 
months for seeing this species. 

Doves, Owls, Swifts-Mourning Doves were re
ported as much increased in numbers in the Aptos 
( Santa Cruz Co.) and San Jose ( best year since 195 5) 
areas (DBH, DDMcL). A single Flammulated Owl 
heard at the foot of Solo Peak ( 6300 ft.). Tulare 
Co .. July 9. provides another loc-ality n,cord for this 
little-known species (MEM). At Merced Refuge a 
suri,.:e in the population of Burrowing Owls was noted 
in late June, when over 50 were found in a 400-acre 
area oi grassland (DNJF'). Two Vaux·s Swifts were 
noted on Mt. Ball, near Dorris, Siskiyou Co.. a 
little-known area where this species should occur in 
the nesting season (PDeB. GMcC); two were seen 
June I 5 at Elan Camp, Tehama Co. (EH) and three 
at Chico Meadows (3700 ft.). Tehama Co .. July 13 
(TR). Both these 1-ast localities are near the Lake 
Almanor localities where the sproies WJas observed last 
summer:-the species has been noted in this area 
for the last 60 years at least. but. as in all other 
locations in the Sierra. no nest is known. 

Hummingbirds-At least 2--1 Black-d,inned Hum
mingbirds were found near Georgetown. Eldorado Co. 
(2700 ft.). July 19 (EH)-an unusuallr large num
ber for this species in northern California. A Rufous 
Hummingbird first appeareLl near Yreka on June 6, 
but was not joined by others until June 17; the 
spe,ies seemed to reach maximum numbers in late 
June. this level continuing on through July; the first 
birLI to appear was a male. but females soon pre
d,lminated. anJ no males were noted after July 21. 
l\[ale aerial display was noted until July 3. Although 
the species is known to nest in the nearbr Trinity 
Alps. it probably does not nest at this location (MC). 
Twenty-five birds. one-thirJ males. on Mt. Ball, July 
6 ( PDeB) were early migrants. Farther south. Rufo us 
Hummingbirds were first present in numbers at lake 
Tahoe after July 9 (GMcC; no adult males seen from 
July 20 on). and about 20 were seen near Springville, 
Tulare Co .. also on July 9 (MEM).

A ,l!reen-hacked male SJ,.rphom.r hummingbird 
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with considerable red on the throat, seen near Ed10 
lake at the crest of the Sierra on July 20 by 
l\farianne Shepard ( who wise!)' refrained from any 
further identification). suggests that fall, and pos
sibly some spring. records of Allen's Hummingbird 
out of its known range should be reconsidered until 
the moult of the Rufous Hummingbird is more fully 
understood; it is possible that young males may 
acquire the _l!Orget before the rufous back ( which 
may oCL"asionally have a greenish tint). thus appearing 
much like an Allen·s. 

Allen's Hummingbirds were present. still in the 
low numbers of last year. near Mills College. Oak
land ( H LC); Strawberry Canyon. Berkeley, and at 
Jewel Lake, Tilden Park ( near Berkeley, PDeB). At
Jewel Lake on!)' a single male Allen's Hummingbird 
was present on July I. in an area where 6 or 7 
breeding males were present during spring, and no 
males were noted after July l. At about the same 
time Anna's Hummingbirds. which were virtually 
absent during the sprin.L!, began to appear here in 
numbers, immature males bein.L! the most conspicuous. 
The latter species is a common winter resident here 
and appears to move out of the relatively moist can
yon bottoms into the drier chaparral on the canron 
sides for breeding. a seasorral movement which 
probably reduces competition with Al-Jen's Humming
bird. the primary nesting species of the canyon bot
toms. 

Woodpeckers-A nest of the Pileated \X'oodpecker 
was located at the Jack London Ranch, Glen Ellen. 
Sonoma Co .. on June 2, and Aedged one young male. 
June 11 (MS, photographed GM). Although the 
species has been observed here for several years. this 
is the first nest actually seen-the southernmost known 
in coastal California: however, nests shou!J be looked 
for to the southwarJ. in Marin County. where the 
species has been reported several times in re,ent rears. 
.. Red-breasted" Sapsuckers were found in greater 
numbers on Mt. Ball (near Dorris. Siskirou Co.) 
(July 6: GMcC. PDeB. All") than these observers 
had ever seen in the Sierra: density was estimated at 
about I pair per 3 acres; half a dozen nests were 
located w-ithout any effort. and 25-30 adult birds were 
seen. Only 6 White-headed Woodpeckers. the next 
commonest w,lodpecker, were seen in the area. Also 
found here w,1s a nest. with squealin.L! young. of the 
Black-backed (Arctic) Three-toed WooLlpecker, of 
interest bernuse it provides one of our few records 
away from the Sierra. and because of its construction: 
all other nests seen by these observers have been in 
liw trees. but this nest was located about fi"e feet 
from the ground in the trunk of a dead aspen. and 
the bark was not chipped away surrounding the 
entmnce. Another pair of this species excavated a 
nest hole at Peregoy l\[eadows. Yosemite Nat'! Park. 
between l\fay 25 and June 10 (PDeB).

Swallows, Tits, Wrentits-A pair of Rough
winged Swallows nested at Tahoe City ( 6200 ft.) for 
the first time since at least 1958 (GMcC); this is an 
unusually high altitude for nesting of this species. 
although it may occur higher during migratinn. At 
the Jack Lundon Ranch. Glen Ellen, Sonoma Co .. 
l\farianne Shepard reports that in 1961 and 1962 



normal numbers ( 40-60 pairs) returned and attempted 
to nest. and each year almost all of the nests were 
destroyed; this year only three pairs returned, and. 
judging from the number of pipped eggs found. only 
a few young fledged. Following his report of a single 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee near \X'ilseyville, Calaveros 
Co., on July 14 Bob l\liller found at least 8 birJs 
of this species. including at least two family groups 
anJ an adult feeJing young, at the same place. Six
Bushtits, also found there, represent a less well under
stood anJ undoubtedly different sort of "up-mountain 
movement"; the species is non-migratory. A \Xlrentit 
at Mountainaire (6.JOO ft.), Tulare Co. (MEM). 
July 28, and 2 at Deep Hole Spring, Mt. Lassen 
Nat"! Park (5500 ft.). July 28, 1962 (PDeB, TC)
represent a mo·vement similar to that of the above
mentioned Bushtits. 

Robins, Starlings--Robin production was, if any
thing. slightly better than normal, despite the poor 
winter population. The Starling can breed no farther 
west in California; for the first year it nested ,n 
numbers on the coast. A dozen pairs were found 
nesting in the eucalyptus trees on Bay Farm Island, 
Alameda, during April (EJF"); at least three pairs at 
Stanford University. also in April (MJR); live pairs 
at the US Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey 
during June (GPL) and one pair in Pacific Grm·e 
(l"LY). In the San Jose area, where the species has 
been present for some time. the breeding population 
has increased several thousandfold since 1959 
(DDMcL). Further expansion of the breeding range 
should now invol.-e extension into the northwest 
coast region and further increase in the breeding 
population. 

Vireos-On May � a nest of the Solitary Vireo 
( which raises but a single brood) with 5 two-thirds 
grown young was founJ near Glen Ellen, Sonoma 
Co. (AW); on July 27 a nest with 2 large young 
was found at Deer Creek, Tehama Co. ( VKC). Hence 
the nesting season of this species extended over at 
least a three and one-half month period. indicating 
again the great climatic diversity of California. 

Blackbirds and Orioles-About 300 Tricolored 
Blackbirds were found nesoing near 1'foss Landing 
on June 22 (HLC); this species is not often reported 
nesting on the coast, although Cogswell has found it 
in this area once before. A pair of Bullock's Orioles 
built their nest in a fir tree at Mountain,iire. Tulare 
Co. (6400 ft.) (MEM); although high for the 
species. it is known to nest higher east of the Sierra. 
Near Yreka more of this species were present than 
ever before: no .1dult males were observed after July 

12, and most of the nesting population had departed 
by July 17 (MC). 

Finches and Towhees-House Finches were re
ported down in numbers at Aptos, Santa Cruz Co. 
(DBH); Glen Ellen. Sonoma Co. (MS); Mills Col
lege, Oakland (HLC); and San Jose (DDMcL); only 
at the last location was an explanation provided 
(houses had been built on the finches· favorite 
feeding grounds). Three mountain finches: Evening 
Grosbeak, Pine Grosbeak, and Red Crossbill, were 
present in better numbers than last year, although 
this year's numbers seem more in accord with what 
is usually seen ( GMcC). Lawrence's Goldfinches. 
e,·er unpredictable, were present this year in small 
numbers in most of the areas where they are usually 
seen, in contrast to last year's abseoce. Three long
Ii,·ed Brown Towhees were reported from Oakland. 
two at least 7 years old and one at least 8 by March 
2"1 (HLC).

Rarities-A Red-e_1ed I "ireo ( the same bird?) was 
noted three times between .i\fay 11 and July 4 ( when 
it was collected) on the Mills College campus, Oak
land (HLC; details to be published elsewhere). A 
female Black-and-white Warbler was collected in a 
group �ypress on the Point Reyes Peninsula, May 
28 (RS). An adult male Rtltimore Oriole was seen 
in the same group of cypress on June 16 (RS & JK)
but flew off before it could be secured. Finally, a 
male Indi,�o B1111ti11,� was collected at Elkhorn Ferry, 
Yolo Co .. July 28 (RS & JK). The birJ was sing
ing when found. and had testes enlarged. 

Corrigenda-In ,ffN 17 (3): :155, col. i, read 
"'\Xfestern Bluebird (present only in winter at Lake 
Tahne)" for "'l\lountain Bluebird (present only in 
summer at Lake Tahoe)"; p. :155, col. 2, following 
the mention of Ruby-crowned Kinglet, the following 
sentence should be inserted: "Although there were no 
indications of a Northern Shrike invasion, two were 
found at the south end of Lake Tahoe ( GMcC),
where the species appears to be regular in winter. A 
notable isolated record . . _ .. 
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