
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.-
The fall migration oi 1962 should long be 
remembered as a paradox. In a number of ways it 
was one of the most unusual, while at the same 
time, exciting, sea­sons ever experienced by southern 
California birders. Even the weather was strange 
and seemed to have little influence upon the 
uniqueness of the fall migra-

66 

tion other than (being rather mild), contributing to 
the lateness of many oi the migrants-especially the 
waterfowl. From July 1 to Dec. 31, Los Angeles 
County experienced the driest season in history as 
less than 0.12 inch of precipitation was recorded. The 
deserts, which normally receive some late summer rains 
and thunderstorms, received virtually none. All seemed 
in readiness for another devastating series oi forest 
fires. These, happily, were not forthcoming. Tempera­
tures during this period were slightly below normal, 
but coastal areas received much fog. The almost omni­
present fog tended to reduce the forest-fire d1mger 
index in the coastal chaparral and the Great Basin 
high pressure system was not stable enough to induce 
many days of hot, dry Santa Ana winds blowing south­
westward through the canyons. Strong onshore winds 
blew a fog blanket many miles inland during October 
and especially November, and the overcast skies kept 
temperatures below normal and raised the humidity. 
Some little rain was received during the middle oi 
October, but the storms that followed tended to dissi­
pate before breaching the Tehachapis. By the end of 
this reporting season, virtually no snow had fallen in 
the higher mountain areas of southern California. 

How was the fall migration unique in Southern 
California? Why was it paradoxical? In one sense, 
it was one of the poorest migrations on rerord from 
the standpoint of the numbers of migrants ob­
served. Observers reported "birds much reduced in 
numbers," "fall migration . . . has been unusually 
light," "almost no birds here-a very faint migra­
tion," "birds have been very scarce in my yard this 
year," "crowned sparrows and Audubon's Warblers 
are certainly below their usual numbers," "-notable 
for rarity or absence of many species," "migration 
seems very late this year," and many, many, similar 
comments both in oral and written communications. 
The birds generally referred to in these comments 
were the smaller landbirds. It was quite true that the 
waterfowl flight was late, but later in the season it 
accelerated while the landbird migration did not. And 
yet, while the migrants seemed to trickle through our 
Region, with but a few "pushes" in September and 



October, some observers were scoring incredible finds 
among the smaller la ndbi rds, including 4 addi tional 
species officia lly added to the state list by a speci­
men. A number of other second, third, and fourth 
sight and speci men records also were obtai ned as well 
as 4 we ll -authentica ted firs t sight records for the 
sta te. Some rather special wa ter and larger la nd­
birds also were noted . 

Continued " improvement" and "development" of 
coas tal lagoons and tidal flats between Morro Bay 
and San D iego significantly altered the popula tions 
of marsh and shorebirds between these limits of 
our Reg ion. Most of the changes were rendered in 
the coastal areas south of Les Angeles and may 
have accounted for the virtua ll y unheard of " hun­
dreds of thousands" of shorebirds that collected near 
sou th San D iego Bay and Imperial Beach. 

Loons through Cormorants- The fa ll migration 
of loons was agai n very poor. N o large concentra­
tions were fou nd and very few birds were observed 
in migra tory fli ghts along this coas t. Generally, 
Com mon Loons were seen somewha t earlier in the 
season than either the Arctic or Red- th roa ted species. 
All species of grebes, except Pied-billed, were low, 
and no significant concentrations of W es tern Grebes 
were found along the coast. A late summer visit 
to the waters near San Cl emente Isl·and yielded vi rtu ­
a l ly no pelagic species on Sept. 5 (Eo., GMcC. PDeB. 
FL) . However, as the boat proceeded farther south 
some fo rty miles, pelagics became increasi ngly abun­
dant and the fo ll owi ng species were fo und: Bl ack­
footed Albatross-13; Pink-foo ted Shearwater- 100 + ; 
Sooty Shearwater-15; Manx Shearwater-2 1; Leach 's 
Petrel- 155; Ashy Petrel-3; Bl ack Petrel-only 1: 
and l Wilson·s Pet.-el (which constituted the 4th 
record for the wes t coas t of the U. S.). In addi tion, 
30 Poma rine and 22 Parasitic Jaegers were fc und 
as we re 30 Sabine's Gulls and small numbers of 
Red and N orthern Phalaropes. H owever, a Red-billed 
Tropicbii-d was found on Sept. 1 about six miles 
from the east end of San Clemente Island ( fide BBB) . 
White Pelicans, at the south end of the Salton Sea. 
reached a peak population of about 1500 by mid. 
O ctober, but by the end of ovember all of those 
migrants had left the area (RRP) . \'<fhite Pelica ns 
at Morro Bay numbered 78 ( CFT) on ov. 27 and 
single individuals· and very small groups were noted 
near San D iego and Upper N ewport Bay during the 
fall. Brown Pelicans were low in nu mbers from San 
D iego north to Point D ume, but large concentra­
tions of these and other fish- eating species of birds 
we re seen feeding just west of Ventura, Sept. 11 
( GSS) . On this date almost 500 Brown Pelicans 
were cou nted in this group and 263 were cou nted at 
i\forro Bay, ov. 27 ( CFT). Since small baitfish 
were scarce near the coast of this Region during mos t 
of the late summer and fall , very few cormorants 
were fou nd . 

Herons and Ibis-A Reddish Egret was fou nd just 
north of Leucadia about Sept. 11 and remai ned there 
for at least a week (B & MR). An adul t Y ellow­
crot1111ed Night H ern11 fou nd near Imperial Beach on 
Nov. 3 ( GMcC, JB) constitutes only the second 
sight record for Cal ifo rnia. Sixteen W ood Ibis were 

found at the mou th of the ew River, Salton Sea, 
Sept. 3 ( GMcC, PDeB) , but agai n none were fou nd 
in the coastal lagoons of San D iego County, where 
fo rmerly they were quite regular in fa ll. There were 
6 reports of White-faced Ibis in small numbers from 
near San D iego to Poi nt Mugu, and the largest group 
noted away from the coast was 150 near the south 
end of the Salton Sea, Sept. 16 (GMcC). A pink 
Am. Flamingo was present near the south end of 
San D iego Bay from O ct. 19 to Oct. 25 , when it was 
col lected fo r blood studies by some members of the 
Scripp's Institution of Oceanography ( GMcC ) . 

Waterfow l-Generally speaking, the scuthward 
flight of wa terfowl was both light and late. At the 
Sal ton Sea at' ! Wildlife Refuge the firs t geese d id 
not arrive unt il N ov. 21 when 7 White-fronteds and 
l Canada appeared. The fo ll owi ng list summarizes 
the waterfowl situa ti on in this Region's most im­
portant wa terfowl area : White-fronted Geese reached 
a peak of 2000 in mid-October and dropped to 300 
by the end of N ovember ( th is was a littl e better 
than normal) ; Canada Geese fi rst arri ved in numbers. 
Oct. 25 , and reached a peak of 750 (sl ightl y better 
than normal) by the end of N ovember ; Snow Geese 
first arrived on Oct. 16 and peaked at 10,000 (agai n 
up to about normal after a few lean years) ; an oc­
cas ional Ross' Goose was located amcng the Snows, 
but no Blue Geese were reported; Mal lards totaled 
300 du ring the second week of October and 50 re­
mained by the end of N ovember ; Green-winged Teal 
arri ved on Aug. 29 and peaked at 3500 by the end 
of N ovember ; Cinnamon Teal were present in small 
nu mbers all yea r and thei r peak of 1600 was reached 
in mid-October; Am . Widgeon were first observed . 
Sept. 25. and 7000 were counted at the end of 
N ovember; Red head, Oct. 5-550 ; Canvasback, N ov. 
23-200; Ring-necked D uck, N ov. 2-600 ; Lesser 
Soaup. Sept. 19-1700; Bufflehead, N ov. 2-50 ; Com­
mon Gol deneye, N ov. 17-75; Shoveler, Oct. 5-
2285 ; Gadwall , N ov. 27-50; and Pin tail which 
reached a peak of 6000 in mid-October fell to 1500 by 
the end of N ovember (RRP) . In addition. 2 Black 
Brant were located at the north end of the Sal ton 
Sea, Sept. 16 ( GMcC ) . Elsewhere, an early Black 
Brant was at the mouth of the Santa Marguerita 
River, Aug. 25 (Eo.) , and thereafter a few in­
dividual birds were noted elsewhere in the Region. 
The first large fl ock of Black Brant a rri ved at Morro 
Bay, N ov. 1, and by N ov. 15, more than 500 were 
there ( CFT). Thei r numbers, however, were much 
reduced from former years both at Morro Bay and 
San D iego and Mission Bays. A single White-fronted 
Goose was fou nd near Whittier, N ov. 3 (TC). The 
only Blue-winged Tea l reported was a single male at 
Bonita from Nov. 17 to at least N ov. 30 (GMcC) . 
On N ov. 25 a cou nt of wa terfow l at Upper ewport 
Bay barely exceeded 10,000 w here 25 ,000 is more 
nearly normal; however, Bufflehead numbered more 
than 100 there, which was excellent. El sewhere, as at 
San D iego, Bufflehead numbers were also very good. 
Three Common Goldeneyes were fou nd at San D iego, 
Nov. 9 ( GMcC, EP) and at least 6 were at Bolsa 
Chica and Upper N ewport Bay, N ov. 25 (Eo., 
L. A.A S.) . A female O/dsqttaw was on San D iego 
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Bay from Nov. 19 unt il at leas t N ov. 18 ( GMcC, 
EP) . T he sou thward flight of scoters ga ined momen­
tu m during the third week of October, but numbers 
of White-wings and Common Scoters were fa r down. 
N umbers of Red-breasted Mergansers were low, and 
the only Common Mergansers reported were 13 near 
Hesperia, N ov. 8 (FR) . The rare ( for us) H ooded 
M e1·ga11ser was found at Upper N ewport Ba,y, N ov. 
25 (Eo ., L. A .A.S.) . The Ruddy Sheld-duck reappeared 
at Malibu Lagoon about N ov. 17, after appa rently 
migra ting somewhere fo r the su mmer (EG ) . 

Birds of Prey- Two Cali fo rn ia Condo rs were re­
ported from the eastern side of the Sierra N evada 
at Ol ancha during early N ovember ( VC, fide M W ) . 
Five White- tail ed Kites were feedi ng in the cult iva ted 
fields near U pper ewport Bay, N ov. 25 (Eo., 
L. A.A.S. ) , but elsewhere they were virtually unre­
ported. The on ly migrant Swai nso.n's Hawk reported 
was a sing le bird in the T ia Juana Ri ver Valley, Oct. 
13 ( GMcC, MM) . T wo Am. Rough-legged H awks 
were at these sa me field s near U pper N ewport Bay, 
N ov. 28 (JL) . Ferrug inous H awks were seen as fo l­
lows: l fo r a week each during October and N ovem­
ber near Poway (/DK) ; 1 near T emecuk1, N ov. 25, 
and l nea r Borrego Airport, N ov. 24 ( R & M W ) ; 
l arrived in the San Diego area, Sept. 14, and up to 
3 birds were noted in the Tia Juana Ri ve r Vall ey 
after Oct. 20 ( GMcC, EP) . Reports of Golden Eagles 
were very encouraging and 6 Bald Eagles were fo und 
at Lake Cachu ma, D ec. 2 ( T H) . T here were more 
than a dozen reports of migra ting Ospreys during 
the fa ll , and this was more birds than have been 
reported for several yea rs. P ra irie Falcons were seen 
nea r Pazusa, Oct. 13 ( GSS) , Hidden Valley,' J oshua 
Tree N ational Monument ( R & M W ) , and another 
fl ew over Upper N ewport Bay, N ov. 25 (Eo.). Single 
Peregrine Falcons were noted at Morro Bay, Oct. 5 
( CFT ) and in the San Diego area, N ov. 4 ( GM cC ) . 
Pigeon Hawks were seen as fo ll ows: 1, N ov. l near 
Whitt ier (EM cG) ; 1, Sept. 29 near O range ( TC ) ; 
several from Oct. 21 and thereafter nea r San Diego 
( GM cC, EP) . 

Quail, Cranes, Shorebirds- Mountain Quai l were 
fa r down in numbers at Stubby Spring in Joshu a Tree 
National Monu ment during the ea rl y autum n, while 
Gambel's Quail were more nu merous than usua l there. 
More than 20 Mountain Quail were found in Plum 
Canyon of An mi-Borrego State Park , N ov. 23 (R & 
MW' ) and the presence of these birds at th is lower 
eleva tion may have resulted from the ex treme dryness 
of that area during late summer. Two Sandhill Cranes 
were seen circl ing low over the sou thern San J oaquin 
Val ley, Oct. 3 l ( GSS) . From Morro Bay, Tolma n 
repo rted that "shorebirds seemed below their normal 
nu mbers," especia lly "peep" and dowi tchers; however, 
at Upper Newport Bay and south San D iego Bay, 
thei r numbers were good. Early September marked the 
peak of shorebird movements through the Mo rro 
Bay area, bu t it was n' t unti l the end of September that 
the g reat flocks numbering more than O<lle hundred 
thousand bi rds had bu il t up at south San Diego 
Bay. It is probably safe to say that no other area in 
Cali fo rnia ( with the poss ib le exception of Hu mboldt 
Bay ) held as ma ny shorebirds as this ,area. McCaskie 
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stated that "i n the Salt \Xlorks, immense 'carpets' of 
the commoner species congregated du ring the h igh 
tides ." It is likely tha t des truction of other feed ing 
and loafing areas in th is Region has been responsi ble 
for the enormous build-up which took place at 
south San Diago Bay th is year. Happily, there yet 
remain there large areas of exce ll ent tida l fla ts and 
d ikes for loafing. Three Am. Golden Plovel's were 
fo und : 1 a t the north end of Salton Sea , Sept. 2, and 
another there on Sept. 16 ( GMcC), and another 
appeared on the go lf course at Morro Bay State Park, 
Nov. 17 ( CFT ) . On Nov. 29, mo re than 2000 Long­
billed Curlews were censused on the Sa' ton Sea at'! 
Wild li fe Refuge (RRP). Bl ack T urns tones were 
very scarce, and onl y a very few Ruddy Turn­
stones were fo und away from sou th San D iego 
Bay where they nu mbered more than 500 in 
September. Co mmon Sni pe were abundant at Benita, 
Solano Beach •and Pazusa after mid-Sep tember 
Fair numbers of Lesser Yell ow legs were reported 
between Sept. 2 and the end of October. The ap­
pearance of K nots this st1ason was especially note­
worthy. T wo were first fo und at south San D iego Bay, 
Aug. 24; by Sept. 6 their numbers had reached 7 5 and 
thereafter between 500 and 1000 were present during 
most of the fa ll ( and 700 were actually counted, 
Oct. 27, in onl y a portion of the su itab le habitat for 
this species ) ; in add ition, 2 were fo und at the north 
end of the Sal ton Sea, Sept. 2, and 50 we re found 
near Camp Pend leton, Sept. 6 ( GMcC ) . An addi tional 
20 were at Upper N ewport Bay, Sept. 11 ( Eo. ) . 
Three Surfbirds were at Goleta, Sept. 11 (JK) ; th is 
species was scarce everywhere during the fal l. An­
other incred ib le fi nd was the two Bar-t<1iled Godu1i1s 
at Upper N ewpo rt Bay, Sept. 9. The fi rst was fo und 
there on Sept. 2 by Paul Cope and a week later 
2 were very ca refull y observed in the same area 
(R & GS) . T he birds coul d not be fou nd after th is 
latter date, and this was the first sight ing of the 
species in Cali fo rnia. Pectora l Sandpi pers were seen 
at Bonit,a, 1, Sept. 6 (GMcC, PDeB) ; at sou th end 
of San Diego Bay, 1, Sept. 15 ( GMcC, EP) ; at Si lver 
Strand, 1, Oct. 16 (EP) ; and up to 8 were present 
at Solano Beach between Sept. 21 and Oct. 19 
( GMcC ) . Baird' s and pipers were at Sola no Beach, I , 

Sept. 6 and at Upper Newport Bay, ept. 6, 1, 
( GMcC, PDeB) ; 4 at Upper Newport Bay. Sept. 1 I 
(Eo.) ; and another at Solano Beach, Sept. 21 
( GMcC ) . So litary Sa ndpipers were fo und as fo ll ows: 
1 at Solano Beach, Sept. 4-6 and Sept. 21; 2 in T ia 
Juana Ri ver Vall ey, Sept. 14-18 and Sept. 30-Oct. 14 
( GMcC ) . T he flight of Dunlins was light a t fi rst, 
and somewhat late, al though their nu mbers swelled 
stead ily after mid -October. A few W andering T attl ers 
were noted along the coast between the third week of 
August and the end of eptember. A Ruff ( probably 
a fema le ) was found at So lano Beach, Sept. 21; Mc­
Caski e succeeded in showi ng it to several others be­
fore it left. T his represented the th ird record for 
Californ ia ( and al l in 1962 ) . Two Stilt Sandpipers 
were found at the south end of the Salton Sea, Sept. 
2-3 ( GMcC, PD eB) ; 1 was at Solano Beach, Sept. 
21 , and aga in on Oct. 21. T hese appear to be the 
firs t records fo r coas tal southern Cali fornia ( GM cC ) . 



The fall flight of phalaropes was exce ll ent at Upper 
N ewport Bay and Poi nt Mugu, but was reported 
as below normal at Carlsbad Lagoon and San Diego . 
Sixty-live hundred Am. Avocets were censused at the 
Salton Sea N at' I Wildlife Refuge, ov. 29 ( RRP) . 

Jaegers, G ulls-The coastal jaeger fli ght was fa ir­
ly good. Four Parasitic Jaegers fl ew directly over 
the sand at Cabrill o Beach, Sept. 23 (L. A .A .S.) ; 
a number of jaegers were seen at Morro Bay between 
Sept. 16 and Oct. 24 ( CFT} ; and a few Pomari ne 
and Parasi ti c Jaegers were seen in San D iego Bay 
from mid-Sept. to N ov. 30 (EP, GMcC} . Sma ll groups 
of Glaucous-w inged Gull s began arri vi ng during 
the last week in October, and Mew Gul ls were 
fi rst noted about th ree weeks later. As many as 5 
Laughing Gulls were fou nd at the north end of the 
Salton Sea, Sept. 2 and 16 ( GMcC, PDeB} and an­
other was found at San Diego Bay, Oct. 7 (EP} . Two 
immature Franklin's Gulls were a t the north end of 
the Salton Sea, Sept. 16, and another was found in an 
alfa lfa fi eld 10 mi les north of Holtville, ov. 11 
( GMcC }. T he large flight of Bonaparte's Gulls be­
gan about the fourth week in October, and there­
af ter fl ocks of hundreds could be seen along the 
coast and at some dis tance offshore. The only Bl ack­
legged Kittiwake reported was an immature bird on 
San D iego Bay, N ov. 16 ( GMcC ). 

Terns, Skimmer, Alcids- Large flocks of Co mmon 
Terns began moving sou th along our coas t in late 
August and early September ( wi th as many as 700 
in one flock at sou th San D iego Bay }. The fli ght 
tapered off duri ng September and numbers bega n to 
d rop off by the end of October; mos t had departed by 
the end of N ovember. A single Arctic Tern was 
located at south San D iego Bay, Sept. 13 ( GMcC). 
At least 2 Gull-billed Terns were still ne-a r the south 
end of the Sal ton Sea by Sept. 3 ( G McC, P D eB) . 
North of San D iego the flight of Elegant Terns was 
spotty and ill -defined. The fl ocks were small a nd they 
began drift ing northward early in September. Small 
numbers were recorded as far north as Morro Bay 
in our Region, but the bes t flight did not venture 
much far ther north than an D iego. In all areas the 
peak of the flight came duri ng the th ird week in 
eptember and the highest numbers cou nted were 

1150 near San D iego, Sept. 18 (EP) . By the end of 
O ctober the majority had retreated southward but 
stragglers were still reported from Santa Barbara as 
la te as Dec. 6 (JK). Most of the Least Terns had 
departed by early September. Few Caspian Terns 
were seen after mid-October and the northw•ard move­
ment of Royal Terns became evident during October. 
Small numbers of Black Terns were noted along 
the coast during the firs t half of September, and 
more than 1000 were seen moving sou th across fields 
in the Imperial Valley, Sept. 3 ( GMcC, PDeB} . 
Another as tonishing bird for Cal ifornia, the Black 
Skimmer, was found a t the mouth of the Santa Ana 
River, Sept. 8 (TC) . This represents the first-k nown 
sighting of this bird on the Pacific coas t of the United 
States, and certainly the first sighting for California. 
The onl y alcid reported in our Region (south of 
Morro Bay) was a Common Murre that was captured 
a live in an D iego du ring the first week of N ovember 

( fide GMcC ) . 
D oves, Owls- A single White-w inged D ove, far 

wes t of its normal range, was at olano Beach, Sept. 
22 (Eo., et al.) . Ground Doves were nu merous in 
certai n areas . At Corona, at leas t 12 pairs and numer­
ous young were present until N ov. 21 ( N HM) ; and 
there at lea.s t, the bulk arrive in Apr il and leave by 
the third week in N ovember ( even earlier, if it 
rai ns} ; up to 20 were noted in the Tia Ju•ana Ri ver 
Valley duri ng the fall ( GMcC. EP}; and they a lso 
were found in numbers up to 40 in the Imperial 
Valley, Sept. 2, 3, and 16 (GMcC, PDeB} ; a single 
bird was fo und at Thousand Palms, Nov. 4 (/ Jr/ , 
HK). A good crop of pinon nuts (the first in 5 
years) provided a rich food supply for the Band- tai led 
Pigeons duri ng the nes ting season. P roduction of these 
birds was above normal and ve ry large fl ocks were 
reported in the Tehachapis ( GSS} , near Big Bear 
Lake (LAS) , and near Santa Barbara where they 
fed upon an infestation of Oak Moth larvae (Mrs. 
TH) . A Spotted Owl was heard in Morongo Vall ey, 
Oct. 20 (I W , et al.) , but no Short-eared O wls were 
reported. 

Swifts, H umming birds- The fall migrat ion of 
Vaux's Swifts appeared to be ra ther well dispersed 
both in ti me and place, with the peak comi ng pos­
sib ly du ring the first week in October. One Bl ack 
Swift was seen migra ting with Vaux's and White­
th roated Swifts over Corona. Oct. 29 ( N HM) . The 
southward fl igh t -of hummi ngbirds was reported as 
ra ther light. A male Broad-bilied Hummingbird was 
fou nd in the Tia Juana River Vall ey, Oct. 14 (MM, 
EP, GMcC} . This constituted the second sight record 
of th is species in the state. A single male Costa's 
H ummi ngbird li ngered at a feeder in Pac ific Palisades 
until at least the thi rd week in N ovember (FL} . 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers-The onl y Lewis' 
W oodpeckers reported were a few at the Sal ton Sea 
Nat' ! Wildlife Refu ge, Oct. 3 (RRP) and 2 nea r 
Fawnskin in the San Bernard ino Mountains, Oct. 12 
(LA S) . An Eastern Kingbird was fo und at the Santa 
Barbara Bird Refuge, Sept. 23-25 (Mr. & Mrs. T H}. 
An Eastern Phoebe was located near Silver Strand, 
Oct. 16- 17 (GMcC, EP} . Vermil icn Fl yca tchers were 
located as fo ll ows: 3 at Morongo Valley, Sept. 2 
( GMcC ) and at least one there, O ct. 20 ( R & M W } ; 
1 in the Tia Jua na River Valley, Sept. 30-Oct. 1 
(GMcC, EP} ; and 1 at Bonita, N ov. 12 to ov. 30 
( GMcC) . Five Tropical K ingbirds were noted in the 
San D iego area duri ng the early fall: 1 was at the 
Coronado Golf Cou rse, Sept. 13-16 ( EP); 2 were 
in the Tia Juana River Val ley, Oct. 8 ( GMcC } ; an­
other was at a different a rea in the Tia Juana River 
Valley, Oct. 1 l ( GMcC}; and st ill another re­
mained along the ilver Strand, Oct. 16- 18 (GMcC. 
EP) . T hese occurrences, coupl ed with the regul ar 
mid-October sightings of this species in cent ra l Cali­
forn ia, certainly suggest a coastwise northward fall 
movement. 

Swallows, Tits, N uthatches, Thrashers-A heavy 
southward migra tion of swallows moved th rough the 
Imperial Valley abou t mid-September ( GSS). Barn 
Swallows were last seen in the San D iego area, N ov. 
2 ( GMcC ) . Three Ve1·di11s were fo und among a 
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flock of Bushtits in the Tia J uana River Valley, Sept. 
14 ( GMcC). This species is not known to occur 
wes t of the desert in th is state. Three migrant Red­
breasted Nuthatches were present in the Tia Juana 
Ri ver Va ll ey, N ov. 4 ( GMcC). A single Bendire' s 
Th.-ashe1· was also fou nd there, N ov. 16 ( GMcC) 
and this appears to be only the second occurrence 
away from its limi ted breedi ng area in California. 
Sage Thrashers were fou nd on two occasions near 
San Diego this fall. One was seen feeding with House 
Sparrows, Oct. 1, and another was fou nd in the 
Salicornia marsh, Oct. 20 ( GMcC). 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Gnatcatchers-By the end of 
N ovember, the Robin Right was one of the poorest 
on record . Many observers reported seeing ncne at 
all. Similarly, the flight of Hermi t Thrushes was very 
sparse as was the flight of Swainson's Thrushes . N ear 
Poway, Kent reported H erm;t Thrushes as 20 per cent 
of normal and Ruby-crowned Kinglets as 10 per cent 
of normal. There was a sma ll movement of Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers through San Diego, Oct. 1-10 ( GMcC) , 
during which time B! ack-tail ed Gnatca tchers were ob­
served on three occasi ons among the Blue-grays 
(GMcC). 

Waxwings, Starlings, Vireos- Only a few small 
scattered fl ocks of Cedar Waxwings were located 
during the fall , and their fl igh t appeared to be as 
poor as that of the Rob ins. A small number of Star-
1 ings was reported from Morro Bay, N ov . 14 ( CFT) 
and a group of more than 200 was fou nd in Forest 
Lawn Cemetery, Oct. 1 (DR, fide MW). The main 
movement of Warbling Vireos was during September 
and early October. McCaskie collected a Red-eyed 
Vi1·eo in the Tia Juana River Valley, Oct. 19, fo r 
the third record for southern California of this species. 

Warblers--The southward flight of warblers was 
most!' as tonishi ng. It was notab le not for the abundance 
of birds ( which on the whole was ra ther low ) , but 
for the number of species observed. N o less than 27 
species of wa.-blers we1·e identified, as compared wi th 
the usual 11 or 12 to be expected in migration 1 

Another fac t that emerged from this past season was 
that the inland flight of warblers in the fall is very 
meager, while the coastwise fl ight is very good. Most 
of the exceptional warbl er finds were made by Guy 
McCaskie in the Tia Juana River Valley sou th of San 
Diego. By devo ting many hours to the task, by pa­
tience and skill in observa tion, and with the aid of 
careful notes, he added -another page to California 
ornithology. N ow whether th is season was un ique 
in some unknown way, or whether these finds were 
merely the result of careful and skillful field work , 
only time will tell. I suspect that it was a combina­
tion of both, since a nu mber of other unusual finds 
were made by others away from the Tia J uana River 
Val ley-but likewise, along the coast. Certainl y, as a 
result of this year's observations, coas tal areas of a 
simila r sort should be scoured thoroughly next year. 
H owever, there seems to be littl e doubt ( afte r the 
work that was done both along the coas t and in the 
desert oases this fa ll) that the heaviest migration of 
warblers, at least, is coas tal in the autumn. Various 
observati ons then revealed that a long the coas t the 
largest movements occurred this season on Sept. 18, 
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Sept. 23, Sept. 27, and Sept. 30. These movements 
were mainly of O range-crowned and Yell ow Warblers, 
wi th smaller nu mbers of Townsend's , Black- throated 
Gray, Wilson's and a few other species mixed in. A 
strong movement on Oct. 4-5 included the firs t big 
wave of Au dubon's W arbl ers, although they had been 
noted as single birds or in small numbers since Sept. 
18. Between Oct. 18 and 23 another good movement 
occurred. Another influx on Nov. 4 signaled almost 
the end of the fall warbl er flight. In his analysis of the 
work done in the T ia Juana Ri ver Valley this fa ll , Mc­
Caskie noted that ashville W arbl ers, Herm it War­
blers, Yell ow-breas ted Chats, and MacGillivray's \Xl ar­
blers were scarce-even less common than Am. Red­
starts this year! This suggests that these species may 
foll ow a sligh tl y differen t route in their southward 
fli ght, and the appearance of so many rare species of 
warblers al-ong the coast (and almos t none inl and) sug­
gests that these rare ones had followed a coastal tack. 
With but few exceptions, the followi ng warbl er sight­
ings were made by McCask ie in the Tia Juana River 
Valley: Black-and-white W m·bler-a male in the Tia 
Juana River Val ley, Sept. 23 , and an immature or 
fema le in the same place, O ct. 18 ( G McC); T e11-
nessee Wa.-bler-a total of 7 indivi duals noted by 
McCaskie with one in the TJRV, Sept. 18-20; 1 on 
Oct. 4, 2 on Oct. 8 ( one of which remained until 
Oct. 12) ; l a t Solano Beach, Oct. 19, and another, 
Oct. 28; 1 at Silver Strand on N ov. 9; other Tennessee 
Warblers were fou nd at D uarte, 1, Oct. 19 (EC) ; 
1 at feeder in Santa Barbara, Nov. 10-27 (M1-. and 
M1·s. TH) , and 1 captured in Topanga Canyon (DB) ; 
Vil'ginia's JVa.-bler-about 35 were noted in the TJRV 
between Sept. 14 and Oct. 21 wi th the largest 
number seen during the last half of September ( th is 
number is really incredible when one exami nes the 
breeding range of this species and finds it to be the 
Great Basi n Ranges and the Rocky Mou ntain states 
wi th a very limited breeding range in California) ; 
Parula Wa.-bler--o ne in TJRV, Oct. 4 (GMcC) ; 
Magnolia W arbler-one in TJRV, Oct. 5 (EP) ; Black­
throated Blue JVarble1·-an immature male was col-
1.ected in the TJRV, Oct. 20, and two others were 
noted at different places in the TJRV, N ov. 6 
( GMcC, EP) with a single bird remai ning until N ov. 
9 (GMcC) ; Myrtle Warbler- first noted in TJRV, 
Oct. 11 , then one or two noted occasionally until 
Nov. 30 (EP, GMcC) ; other Myrtle Warblers were 
seen in Santa Ana late in N ovember (JL) ; Black­
burnian JVa1·bler-an immature bird was collected in 
the TJRV, Oct. 21, after havi ng been present since 
Oct. 19 ( GMcC) and represents the fi rst record for 
this species in California ; Chestnut-sided JVarbler­
an adu lt male was found in the TJRV, Sept. 25 (EP ) 
and was collected , Sept. 26 ( GMcC) for the second 
southern California record; Blackpo/1 JVarbler--a 
total of at least 9 birds was fou nd in the TJRV as 
2 on Sept. 25 ( of which 1 was coll ected-GMcC) , 
3 on Sept. 27 ( of which 1 was coll ected-GMcC), 
1 on Sept. 28 (EP) , 1 on Sept. 29- 30 and stil.l an­
olher at a different location on Sept. 30 ( GMcC) , 
1 on Oct. 10 (EP) , and 1 on O ct. 21 (IW); these 
were the fi rst specimens taken in California and pri or 
to th is fal l, only three other sight observations had 



been made of this species in California: Pr.1irie 11",tr­
hler-four indiYiduals were found during the fall
as an immature was collected in TJRV. Sept. 23 
( GMcC), another immature male was collected. Oct.
1 _; ( GMcC. MM). another individual was seen on
Oct. 2; ( Gt\frC). and a fourth bird was at Solano
Beach, Oct. 19-28 ( GMcC): these records represent 
all of the known appearances of this species in Cali­
fornia: P.dm 11"·.,rhitT-a total of 7 "·as nllted in
the TJRV as an immature male was collected. Sert. 
.30 (GMcC). 1 on Oct. H (MM. GMcC). 1. Oct.
21-2:i with 2 present. Oct. 23 (GMcC). l from Oct.
27-10 (GAlcC). 1 from No\'. 3-4 (GMcC). l from
Nm·. -i-9 ( GMcC). and one additional bird was found.
Oct. L2. at Solano Beach (MM): A111. Red.rt.11'1-14
individuals were reported in southern Californ;a: 1
adult male in i\lorongo Valley. Sept. 2 (PD,B. 

GAlcC), 1 immature male at the south end of the 
Salton Sea. Sept. 2 (PDeB. GMcC). 1 adult male in 
Santa Barbara, Sept. 7 (GMcC, PDcB). 1 at Poway. 
Sept. 11 (JK). 1 at Santa Barbara. Sept. 18 (Mr. & 
Mrs. TH). l immature male in TJRV. Sept. 26 to 29 
( GMcC). 1 female. Sept. 28 to Oct. 5. with two
present. Sept. 30. in TJRV (GMcC). 1 adult male
rnllected, Sept. 29. in TJRV, 2 females in TJRV.
Oct. H ( GMcC). 1 immature male., Oct. 21 to Nov. 
3. in TJRV (GMcC). l female in TJRV. Oct. 30 
(EP. G/llcC). and 1 immature male at Torrer Pines 
St.1te Park. Oct. 17 (EP): Northem U'".11a1hru . .'h-one 
trapped in Topanga Canyon (DB): Golde11-1ri11ged 
11··_,,.l,ler-an adult male came to a feeder in San Ber­
nardino. Dec. 8, and a lifelike drawing was sub­
mitted to your editor for what is probably the first
sighting of this species in California (Mrs. EGP):
C.1/>e AL1_1 ll".,rhler-,i male in full plumage sighted
at Buena Vista Lagoon. NoY. 23 (H,1B). Sc-me specu­
lation might be in order regarding the origin of some 
of these errant birds. 'v:'eather factors did not seem
to play a role in their arrival here and it is e,·ident 
that a large percentage of the strays were immature 
birds that might more easily become d;soriented than 
adult birds which had flown the correct route at least 
once. Some of the species breed in Alaska and western 
Canada and because of some unknown factor, may 
have chosen to fly a southward rather than a south­
eastward course. But how to explain the appearance 
of such typically eastern species as the Parula and 
Black polls? Or even more astonishing-the appearance 
of the Prairie Warblers which typically are birds of 
the south-central states? The Virginia's Warblers 
would have only to alter course about 70° to reach 
coastal southern California. hut in doing so would 
have been compelled to traverse several imposing 
mountain ranges. Certainly additional and even more 
intensive coverage of similar areas. with some mist­
netting perhaps. is called for during the fall of 
1963. 

Blackbirds, Orioles-Some 60 Tricolored Black­
birds were found in the Coachella Valley, Oct. 20 
(Ill"). Most of the Hooded and Bullock's Orioles 

had departed by the end of September: a late Bul­
lock's Oriole was still coming to a feeder in Santa 
An,1 on Dec. 8 (Alf-I). A B.d1i111or, Oriol,· returned 
to a feeder in Santa Barbara. Oct. 16-the one at 
which another ( or the same) bird spent the winter 
of 1961-62 (Mrs. TH). Arn,ther B.d1i111on Oriole was
seen in a yard in centr.il Li:s Angeles. Nm·. -i ( C & 
FT). i\lcCaskie collected ,in adult male Ord1.1rd Oriol, 
in the TJRV. Oct. 19. for what is probably the 
second specimen for the state. althought there haYe 
been several s;ght records. \\'hat was prchably a female 
Ord,.,rd Oriole was at Solano Beach. Oct. 28 ( GMcC. 
ED .. cl ,,I.). The third and fourth records of Surlet­
hettded Orioles were secured when on Sept. 22 an 
adult male flew into a tree befcre cur st.irtled tyes ;n 
the Tia Juana River Valley (ED .. GAfrC. HC) and an­
other was almost collected there ( this one. an imma­
ture male). Oct. I, (GMcC. MM). 

Tanagers through Sparrows-i\lcst of the \X'est­
ern Tanagers had mu,·ed through our Region by the 
end of September. A female S11111111er T.111.1,�er was
frund at Tamarisk (ampgrcund. Anza-Bl>rrego State 
Park. Nov. 22 (R & /1111") and anuther came to a 
feeder in Santa Barbara. Dec. :, (Mrs. TH). An adult
male Cardinal was seen in the TJRV. Oct. 13-16 (EP. 
MM, GMcC) and most interesting was the report of
� ( 2 adults plus 3 juveniles) seen in Recreation Park. 
Long Beach during July (BE). A male Indigo Bu111-
i11g was found in the TJRV. Oct. 10 (EP) and i\lc­
Caskie found 3 P.1i111<d Bu111i11gr there. the first on 
Sept. 14-15. the second on Oct. 11: and the third. 
an immature male. was collected for the first Cali­
fornia record on Nm·. I 0. \X'hite-crowned Sparrows 
arrived in snull numbers as early as Sert. 10. hut 
their numbers increased stead;ly thereafter. Golden­
crowned Sparrows followed closely behind. Two 
White-throated Sparrows were found in J\fornngo Val­
ley. Nov. 4 (Ill", HK). 
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