GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN-
TAIN REGION.—The fall was warm and dry
until the last week of November when winter came
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in with a vengeance, bringing  freczing  weather
over much of the Region. The weather varies a
great deal in an area so large, mountainous, and

dry, however, and this gencral pattern did not
apply to some parts of the Region.

Scveral observers  complained of the lack of
birds, particularly in the mountains west of Denver

and in the Salt Lake City arca, scections with the

only two large population concentrations in  the
Region.
While driving around a curve on a road in

eastern Oregon at 25 m.p.h., Tom Love had a
Great Blue Heron fly into the back seat of his
car. He stopped the car and took out the bird,
which was only stunned, and it flew away. Arcn't

you glad rhat you were not in that back scat”

Swans—The number of Trumpeter Swans at
Ruby Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge in eastern Nevada
varics between 18 and 25 adules, but only 1
cygnet was produced this year (DEL). More than
43 young have been produced by this colony in
recent years, but what happens to them after they
have flown is somcthing of a mystery. There is a
lot of suitable habitat in castern Nevada, however.
The weather was so mild that Whistling Swans
had not arrived in numbers ac Stillwater Nar'l
Wildlife Refuge in western Nevada by the end of
the period (LDN). There were 13,000 at Malhcur
Nac'l Wildlife Refuge, the great sump in eastern
Orcgon, by Nov. 25 (ELMcL). A toral of 26,250
Whistling Swans at the Bear River Marshes at the
upper end of the Great Salt Lake on Nov. 15,
with many cygnets present, was a new record high
(GRZ). Although the Region boasts huge con-
centrations of Whistling Swans, they are confined
to the great refuges for the most part, and when one
appeared on Nov. 20 at Hortchkiss, on the western
slope in Colorado (TC). it caused as much stir
as it would in regions that lack the big concentra-
tons.

Geese, Ducks—The Klamath Basin in southern
Oregon expericnced a build-up of geese and ducks
2,900,000 in early November, a high hgure
due more to migrants arriving and sf@ying in the
area than tw larger numbers of migranes this fall.
The peak in geese in the Klamath Basin was reached
on Nov. 10 with 495,000 "Cackling” Canada Geese,
507,000 White-fronted Geese, and 500,000 Snow
Geese (ELJO'N). At Decr Flat Nac'l Wildlife Ref-
uge, Nampa, Idaho, the Canada Goose peak was
11,500 in the last week of November; last year
the peak was 10,000 in mid-October (RVP). At
Bear River Marshes, Snow Geese reached a peak
of 12,400 on Nov. 15, but numbers dropped off
rapidly within a few days (GRZ). The Pintail is
the most common fall duck in the Klamath Basin
area, as it is over most of the Great Basin, whercas
the most common wintering duck is the Mallard,
particularly along the rivers of Idaho and Wyoming.
The Pintail peak in th¢ Klamath Basin was 1,600,-
000 on Oct. 28 (LEJO'N). On the same date the
basin had 80,000 Mallards, 200,000 Am. Widgeon,

and 05,000 Ruddy Ducks, but only 5600 Red-
heads (LJO'N). Decr Flat, primarily a Mallard
refuge, had fewer birds because of the warm

fall; only 150,000 by the e¢nd of the period (RVP).
Bear River Marshes had a fine scason owing to the
mild weather and plenty of water; on Sept. 27
there were 507,000 ducks on the refuge and an
cqual number outside, a very high total. Highs of
287,000 Pintails, 138,000 Green-winged Teal, and
48,500 Am. Widgeon were rcecorded (GRZ).
Botulism remains a great killer of ducks at Bear
River Marshes; 15,000 died of it in the refuge and
22,000 just southwest of the refuge this year (GRZ).
Stillwater Wildlife Management Area in  western
Nevada had good water conditions this fall, which
is unusual. Ducks peaked at 210,850 during the
second weck of October: rhese were mostly Pintails,
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