MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION. — Weather
conditions were considered about normal throughout
the Region during the nesting season. As Robert J.
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Richardson in Santa Cruz stated, ‘‘although rain has
not fallen since April or early May, except in small
amounts, water conditions are about normal; at least
there is no severe drought.”” He also commented that
bird populations are dwindling in both numbers and
species. Along the coast to the north at Point Reyes
Bird Observatory, compiler Bob Stewart reported that
"birds banded per net hour in 1969 are down 70
percent from the same period in 1968.” Neither
contributor attempted to give reasons for these
declines.

More encouraging reports came from the Sierra
Nevada where heavy winter and spring snows brought
about ““an ideal spring by aiding the nesting activities
of all species,’”’ according to Mabel E. Mires. She also
mentioned that ‘‘the weather pattern brought about a
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late spring at high elevations and a late food supply for
all the berry and nut eating birds. The middle of
ugust showed a few ripening berries and little mast at
high elevations. At lower elevations however, ripening
uit and mast were conducive to bird movement
within the area.” At Foresthill, Placer Co., Jon Winter
1ld see no significant effect of the heavy snowfall
_.. species that require open ground for nesting sites
such as quail, juncos, Green-tailed Towhees and Fox
Sparrows.
The Farallon Islands, where constant coverage
iin brought much new information to light and
sed many new questions, almost seemed like a
arate region. Compiler Henry Robert conveniently
summarized the findings of the Point Reyes B8ird
Observatory personnel on South Farallon Is. in four
points: (1) "at least three species new to California
were banded;” (2) ‘“there was a late migration wave
during the first week of June made up mostly of
pewees and Empidonaces, but including several very
rare species;”’ (3) "the season was apparently one of
nal breeding success for all of tne regular breeding
___ birds;"” and (4) “no land birds bred on the island
this year for the first time in ornithological recorded
history (Rock Wrens have not been seen since April
17).”

Loons, Grebes — Loons sp. were still flying north
off Cypress Point, Monterey Co. as late as June 8(AB).
Summering Arctic Loons were reported as follows: 15
in Carme! Bay near Point Lobos, Monterey Co. on
several dates; 3 near Cypress Point on July 27 (AB);
ind 6 at Pigeon Point, San Mateo Co. on Aug. 3 (TC).
The majority were in winter plumage or in
intermediate stages. An adult Red-throated Loon was
seen at Cypress Point on June 22 (AB). The only
sizable coastal flock of non-breeding Western Grebes
reported was a flock of 100 seen at Bolinas, Marin Co.,

18 (WMP). Elsewhere, 20 at Lake Oroville, Butte
ww. ON Aug. 9 (EAP) were the first of the fall to

turn.

Albatrosses, Shearwaters, Petrels — Black-footed

Ibatrosses were reported from the Monterey Bay area
throughout the period, with a maximum of 8 seen off
Santa Cruz, on June 14 (Santa Cruz Bird Club field
trip, reported in The Gull 51:57) and 6 birds seen

ne 7-8 miles off Point Pinos, Monterey Co. on July
—- (VR). Fulmars again occurred in Monterey Bay in
small numbers, with 3 noted on July 24 and 2 on Aug.
13 (AB). Pink-footed Shearwaters were less numerous
than normal in Monterey Bay and ro more than 2
were noted on any one boat trip (A8). A flock of
50,000 unidentified but presumably Sooty
Shearwaters was observed in the entrance to the
Golden Gate on July 22 (WMP). Sooty Shearwaters
are most numerous in Monterey Bay during this
~ariod, and for a month following June 22 the species
as abundant inshore in both Montercy and Carmel
ays. On July 5 Sooties were present in a band about
mile offshore that axtended from Lobos Rocks, four
iles south of Point Lobos, to Point Pinos, a total
stance of about 10 miles; as usual, spawning squid
were the attraction (AB). The only Fork-tailed Petrels
reported were 1 found dead on Marina Beach,
Monterey Co. on June 25 (fide VLY) and 1 seen
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offshore in Monterey Bay on Aug. 13 {AB, VR). Ashy
and Black Petrels were present in large numbers in
Monterey Bay and reached high populations earlier
than usual, with no fewer than 511 Ashy and 106
Black Petrels seen on July 24 (AB). During July both
species were seen in small numbers from the south
shore of Monterey Bay in calm conditions in both

.foggy and clear weather, an unusual phenomenon (48,

WR, VR).

Pelicans, Cormorants — Thirty-five White Pelicans
were seen at Los Banos Waterfowl Management Area,
Merced Co. on Aug. 5 (ROW) and a large flock of
1000 was noted near Dumbarton Bridge, Alameda Co.
on Aug. 9 (WA). Following a catastrophic breeding
season in Southern California and Northern Baja
California, Brow. Pelicans appeared in Monterey Bay
in fair numbers, with a good proportion of immatures
noted (AB); 500 were seen on rocks at Rodeo Lagoon,
Marin Co. on July 27 (7TC) and 600 were noted at
Bolinas on Aug. 2 {ABu, WMP). Observers should keep
careful notes on this species in future, with particular
attention to the numbers using favorite roosting sites
and the proportion of white-breasted immatures. Close
attention should also be paid to breeding successes in
our three species of cormorants. A large colony of
Double-crested Cormorants, adjacent to the
DL T-stricken Brown Pelicans on Anacapa Is. off Santa
Barbara, was affected by the thin-shelied egg
syndrome this spring and experienced total breeding
failure (Dr. R. W. Risebrough, pers. comm.). There is
also good evidence that Brandt's Cormorants are
having very low reproductive success in the Monterey
Peninsula area (AB). Observers should check nesting
colonies' for the number of birds incubating at the
beginning of the nesting period compared with those
subsequeniiy producing young. In the Monrterey area
birds continued to ‘incubate’” empty nests un it
least Aug. 10. Because of the very high DDE levers
found among dead and dying birds at Pacific Grove,
Monterey Co. during the iate wirnicer, it is reasonable to
postulate that chlorinated hydrocarbon poisoning is
contributing to lowered breeding success. A colony of
20 Double-crested Cormorants with 8 occupied nests
observed on an offshore rock at Jenner, Sonoma Co.'
on July 12 (GLB, BDP) represented a northward
extension of the known breeding range of this species.
A single nes” ut the species, with young, reported from
near Pfeiffer Burns State Park, Monterey Co. (J.
Vandevere, tide AB) cor t.tuted he first known
successful nest in the Big Sur area

Herons — In our attempt to gather information on
the breeding status of the h¢ s in the Regicn,
Donald D. McLean was particulas  helpful with nis
long-standing knowledge of these by s in the South
San Francisco Bay area. He reported an 85 percent
decline in Great Blue Herons in the last three years. A
very large colony of this species near San Luis Islands
Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Merced Co. produced 800-900
young (Stephen.R. Vehrs, Acting Refuge Manager).
Elsewhere, b active nests were found at Folsom Lake,
El Dorado Co. (J. Wilburn, fide 8K). Green Heron
nesting was reported from Coyote Creek, Santa Clara
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reported to be fairly common in the Sierran foothills
near Oroville (EAP). A Short-eared Owl seen on Aug.
11 at Thermalito, Butte Co. (EAP) possibly nested
there, considering the date. A Saw-whet Owl banded
on Point Reyes on July 29 either nested locally or was
a very early migrant. A female Lesser Nighthawk was
banded on South Farallon Is. on June 3. Although this
species has been seen there before, the Com.
Nighthawk would seem more likely to occur. The
well-known Black Swift nest in Santa Cruz was
carefully observed this summer; the ‘single egg,
characteristic of this species, was being incubated
between June 16 and 28; the downy chick was seen on
July 13 and was well feathered by July 16 (WA). A
pair of Vaux's Swifts was observed for a half hour in
apparent ‘‘aerial display fighting’’ over Bridalveil Creek
Campground, Yosemite Nat'l Park, June 17 (AB).
Although they may have nested nearby, these birds
were never seen to enter a cavity, as they have in the
Crane Flat area on the opposite side of Yosemite
Valley. Blackchinned Hummingbirds were again the
most common of some 30 hummers (of 3 species) that
daily visited a feeding station near Springville (MEM).
Two young of this species were banded on Point
Reyes, a male on July 19 and a female on Aug. 9; the
species is considered vagrant along the coast in this
Region. Calliope Hummingbirds were reported as
common in Yosemite Nat'l Park in early June (JG, DG
& RG).

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers — Pileated
Woodpeckers continued to be commonly seen and
heard in the Springville area despite fires and
increased numbers of people (MEM) and were
reported from two different locations in Plumas
County on July 22-23 (WA). At Lafayette, Contra
Costa Co., Acorn Woodpeckers are re-establishing
themselves after being ousted by Starlings (LOF). The
discovery of 2 nests of Williamson's Sapsuckers and 2
nests of Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers in
Yosemite Nat'l Park in early July (RH) indicated that
these two high mountain species are still doing well.
Another Nuttall’s Woodpecker was seen on the San
Francisco Peninsula, away from its inland habitat, in
Foothills Park, Palo Alto, Aug. 8 (DDeS). An E.
Kingbird found near Springville on June 6 was well
described for one of the few Central Valley records
(MEM). Large numbers of Empidonax flycatchers and
W. Wood Pewees were banded on South Farallon
during June: 36 Traill's Flycatchers (only 1 was
banded this spring and none last spring), 63 Western
Flycatchers (twice the number banded during all of
last year), and 83 W. Wood Pewees (four times the
number banded all last year). A Hammond’s
Flycatcher and 4 Olive-sided Flycatchers were also
banded on South Farallon in June. Three Dusky
Flycatchers, identified by song and compared with
Western Flycatchers, were reported from Chew's
Ridge, Monterey Co. on July 10 (WR).

Swallows, Nuthatches, Thrashers — An estimated
flock of 1500 Violet-green, Tree and Cliff Swallows
fed and gathered on power lines near Springville on
Aug. 9 (MEM). At least 3 pairs of Purple Martins
nested in tiles at the edge of a roof in downtown
Oroville this summer (EAP); this is one of the few
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reports of this species using man-made structures for
their nests on the West Coast. Among the number of
widely scattered reports of this species is one of an
individual seen on South Farallon on June 4.
Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported as being three
times more numerous this summer at Foresthill (JW).
This species apparently bred in at least four locations
near the coast, with 4 banded on South Farallon, Aug.
10-14. It will be interesting to see if these are the
forerunners of large numbers wintering in the Region
this year. A Pygmy Nuthatch was banded on South
Farallon for the first time on Aug. 6. Adult Brown
Thrashers banded on South Farallon on June 18 and
July 2 constituted only the seventh and eighth known
records for the Region.

Thrushes, Waxwings, Phainopepla, Starling —
Swainson’s Thrushes were reported to be 30 percent
down in numbers on Point Reyes; however, 7 were
banded on South Farallon, June 2-13. Late Cedar
Waxwings were banded on South Farallon on June 2
and 3; 4 seen in Orinda, Contra Costa Co. on June 13
(7S) and a pair seen at San Gregorio, San Mateo Co.
on June 19 (DDeS) may have nested. No Bohemian
Waxwings were reported to be extending their winter
visit into the summer period. Only 2 Phainopeplas
were found in the Oroville area where at least 12 were
present last summer (EAP). Starlings were found to be
taking over nesting sites normally used by owils,
flickers and bluebirds in the Springville area (MEM)
and were reported to be invading urban areas of Marin
County where they were rare just four years ago
(ABu).

Vireos — An adult White-eyed Vireo was banded
and photographed on South Farallon Is. on June 4,
establishing the first record of this species for
California. Copies of the excellent photographs are on
file at the Point Reyes Bird Observatory and the San
Diego Natural History Museum. An adult
Yellow-throated Vireo also was banded and
photographed on South Farallon on June 12,
providing the first record for the Region. Although the
photographs are not yet available, the bird was
examined and the identification verified by H. Robert,
M. Coulter and D. Manual. The report of a Red-eyed
Vireo banded and photographed on South Farallon on
May 23 was not included in the spring migration
report 7 additional birds were banded there, June
3-12. One or two are normally reported for the Region
in most years.

Warblers — No less than 24 species of warblers
were banded or observed on South Farallon during
what were apparently late migration movements in
June and early July. The following is a list of the
noteworthy “eastern-tvpe’’ species, with comments on
their relative abundance in the Region:
Black-and-white, 1 aduit female banded on June 10;
Tennessee, 3 adult females banded on June 4 and 5
(10 previous ‘‘spring’‘ re: ards); Magnolia, 2 (1 female
and 1 unknown sex) banded on JUTe & and 1 female
banded on June 19 (about 12 previous ‘‘spring’
records); Black-throatgd Green, 1 adult female banded
on June~ T3 T7 previous ‘‘spring” records);
Blackburnian, 1 adult female banded on July 9 (1

previous ‘'‘spring’’ record); Yellgw-tfiroated
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(*Sycamore’’ race, D. d. albilora), 1 adult banded and
photographed on July 8 (first California record;
excellent photographs on file at Point Reyes Bird
Observatory and San Diego Natural History Museum);
Ghestnut-sided, 1 adult male in breeding plumage
banded on June 14 (3 previous ‘'spring’’ records);
Bay-breasteg, 1 adult male in breeding plumage
banded on June 3 (first “spring” record for
California); Blackpoll, 1 female seen on June 3 and 1
adult female in very worn plumage banded on Aug. 1
which remained until at least Aug. 18 (about 11
previous “‘spring’’ records); Palm, 1 seen on June 2 (7
previous ‘‘spring’’ records); ird, 6 banded
between June 2 and July 11-‘ N. Waterthrush, 1 adult
banded on June 2 (6 previous ‘‘spring’’ records);
Keptucky, 1 male seen well by H. Robert and J. Smail
on June 2 (first record for the Region); Connecticut, 1
adult female banded on June 18 (3 previous "spnng“
records); Lanadg, 1 adult male banded and
photographed by H. Robert and J. Smail on June 5
(first ‘spring’” record for the Region); and .Am.
Redstart, 4 (2 second-year males and 2 females)
pamGed-Between June 4 and 19 (P.R.8.0.). The only
“‘eastern-type’’ warblers reported that were not on
South Fatallon were: W an adult female
banded on Point Reyes on June 21, and Am. Redstart,
a female seen at Pacific Grove on June .
Orange-crowned Warblers were found to be 85 percent
down in numbers on Point Reyes but 20 times more
numerous than in past years at Foresthill (JW). It is
interesting to note that very few individuals of the
warblers that breed in the Region were banded on
South Farallon during the period: Orange-crowned, an
adult on June 4; Nashville, an adult on June 19;
Yellow, 2 adults on June 2 and 1 on June 17; Myrtle,
2 on June 1 and 2; MacGillivray’s, 2 adults on June 2
and 5 and 1 young of the year on Aug. 10;
Yellowthroat, 9 between June 2 and 22;
Yellow-breasted Chat, 2 adults on June 11 and 22; and
Wilson's, 13 between June 2 and 9. With the exception
of MacGillivray's Warbler, all of these species also
breed in the eastern United States. Their origin,
therefore, may be the same as that of the
above-mentioned ‘‘eastern-type’’ species.

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers — A second-year
male Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen.on South
Farallon on June 12; this species is still considered
vagrant along the coast. A young Orchard Oriole was
banded and photographed on Point Reyes on July 12.
Two observers, in Oroville (EAP) and Lafayette
(LDF), commented on how Bullock’s Orioles
apparently leave their nesting areas all together,
overnight, and are not seen again. As many as 7 adult
Western Tanagers were banded on South Farallon
between June 2 and 5. Another small female Summer
Tanager was banded on South Farallon, June 4, with
measurements indicating the eastern race, P. r. rubra.

Finches — An impressiv~ total of 6 Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks, 2 second-year males and 4 females, were
banded on South Farallon between June 1 and 22. A
second-year male Blue Grosbeak also was banded on
South Farallon, June 18; this inland species is
considered vagrant along the coast. An adult male
Indigo Bunting was banded on South Farallon on June
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3; there are only eight known previous records of this
species for the Region. According to reports, Evening
and Pine Grosbeaks have been doing well in the high
Sierras, although Pine Grosbeaks were found as low as
5000 feet elevation in Yosemite Nat’l Park in early
June, perhaps due to the heavy snowpack (JG, DG &
RG). The sighting of 2 Red Crossbills in Mount Diablo
State Park, Contra Costa Co. on June 1 (VR) indicated
that the species may have nested in this isolated area
of the Coastal Ranges.

Sparrows — Besides the previously known
locations, 7 pairs of Grasshopper Sparrows were found
near Olema, Marin Co. on June 1 (DDeS); 1 was seen
on South Farallon on June 2; and at least 2 were
noted on Point Reyes in June. A Tree Sparrow was
banded on South Farallon on the late date of June 14;
there are only 10 known previous records for the
Region. An adult Field Sparrow was banded and
photographed on South Farallon on June 17 and
remained until at least July 9; this is the first
California record of the species. The excellent
photographs are on file at Point Reyes Bird
Observatory and the San Diego Natural History
Museum. An adult Whitecrowned Sparrow of the
Puget Sound race, Z. /. pugetensis, was banded on
South Farallon on the late date of June 7.

Contributors (all records for South Farallon Is.
and Point Reyes should be credited to Point Reyes
Bird Observatory unless otherwise indicated) — WA,
William Anderson; AB, Alan Baldridge; LCB, Laurie C.
Binford; GLB, Gordon L. Bolander; ABu, Aubrey
Burns; TC, Theodore Chandik; DDeS, David De Sante;
DE, Dick Erickson; LDF, Lynn D. Farrar; JG, Joseph
Greenberg; DG, Doug Greenberg; RG, Russ Greenberg;
RAH, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Hudgins; BK, Betty
Kimball; DDMcL, Donald D. McLean; MEM, Mabel E.
Mires; BDP, Benjamin D. Parmenter; P.R.B.O., Point
Reyes Bird Observatory; EAP, Eleanor A. Pugh; WMP,
William M. Pursell; WR, William Reese; VR, Van
Remsen; RJR, Robert J. Richardson; TS, Tommy
Schulenberg; ST, Scott Terrill; ROW, Roger O. Wilbur;
JW, Jon Winter; VLY, Vernal L. Yadon; RRZ, Robert
R. Zappala. — THEODORE CHANDIK, 4238
Ruthelma Ave., Palo Alto, Calif. 94306 and ALAN
BALDRIDGE, 1132 Sea View Ave., Pacific Grove,
Calif. 93950.
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