
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION. - 
Fol­lowing a winter and early spring of abundant 
rainfall, the nesting season was accompanied by a 
normally dry summer. As a re­

sult of the ear­
lier precipitation, 
flowering plants 
produced good 
crops of seeds, 
berries and fruits. 
Dry weather, co­

, inc iden t  wi th  
h igh  t empera ­
tures, resulted in 
another season of 
damaging forest 
.fires, but thun­
derstorms in the 
mountain areas 

eased the situation slightly. Belle Wilson reported 
that as a result of the bad chaparral bum near Banning 
last summer there was a serious decline in numbers of 
nesting birds, including many garden and dooryard 
species. Temperatures for the period remained a few 
degrees higher than nonnal. 

Several of the newly-filled lake basins have proven 
to be a death trap for waterfowl. Buena Vista Lake in 
Kem County, by far the largest of these "new" lakes, 
has been plagued by a serious outbreak of avian 
botulism, reminding one of the similar situation in 
Ford Dry Lake as reported last year. Flooding of dry 
fields containing growing or dead terrestrial plants 
( wheat, grains, grasses, milo maize, cotton, alfalfa, 
etc.) resulted in the rotting of these plants and the 
growth of the botulism bacteria, Clostridium bo­
tulinum. Ducks and water birds feeding upon the de­
caying vegetation were poisoned by the toxins of these 
bacteria. Coots, however, seemed best able to resist 
these attacks. Attempts were made at Buena Vista 
Lake (which now contains almost 80 square miles of 
water) to drive off the incoming birds before they 
settled to feed. This situation shows signs of clearing 
before the fall and winter influx of waterfowl really 
begins. An interesting note was received (fide Nor-

man H. Mellor) concerning the effects of the earth­
quake of July 21 on birds. A camper situated near the 
epicenter of the quake, (Tehachapi Mountains), re­
ported many eggs of nesting birds were shaken to the 
ground by the severe temblor. 

W ate, Bird1 .-The northward post-breeding move­
ment of Wood Ibis from lower California started 
early this year when 16 young birds were seen along 

U. S. Highway 101 north of Leucadia, San Diego Co., 
July 19 (Philip Kahl); 30 were at the Salton Sea in 
early August (Pat Gould). Both white herons have 
been extremely scarce this summer. A pelagic trip to 
the windward side of Catalina Island in mid-July re­
sulted in very few shearwaters ( 52 Sooty, 46 Pink­
footed) and two jaegers in a three-day period (Ed.). 
A number of reports received indicate an early south­
ward movement of waterfowl, perhaps due to an early 
freeze on the Alaskan and Canadian nesting grounds. 
R. N. Shuart mentions flocks of migrating ducks as 
early as the end of July from Palos Verdes. Sixteen 
thousand mixed ducks (seven-eighths Pintails and the 
rest Shovellers, teal, and Ruddies) were at the Max­
ton Brown Sanctuary near Carlsbad, San Diego Co., 
August 9 (Mimi and A. Small). A flock of 50 geese 
(Canada or White-fronted) was seen flying over 
Whittier, August 13 (Gould). 

Two rare southern visitors were seen at times al­
most coinciding with their appearance here last year. 
A Red-billed Tropic-bird was reported near San Juan 
Capistrano on June 15 (E. B. McGregor, John Tre­
montano). A Man-o' -war-bird remained at Manhattan 
Beach pier for four hours in July (Marie Terheggen, 
fide Dorothy Groner, fide J. H. Comby). 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds.-A pair of Ospreys was 
at Mockingbird Reservoir on August 2 (Mellor and 
Richard Veltloen), Dr. Mellor also reported a Har­
ris's Hawk near Norco, western Riverside Co., on 
May 28. West of the Salton Sea, this bird is extremely 
rare. He also reported the following interesting ob­
servations on upland game birds: Mountain Quail had 
a good hatch at ldyllwild with approximately 100 
young birds seen; 22 Turkeys successfully planted 
near Idyllwild in 1950 produced about 100 young 
this spring; however, a heavy summer rain and hail­
storm killed many of the young; quail guzzlers built 
in the Gavilan Hills, Santa Ana Mountains, Beau­
mont, and Victorville areas have increased the quail 
populations in all of those areas as shown by the in­
crease in usage proven by evening counts in July. For 
example, one guzzler in 1950 had 155 visitors, in 
1951 had 219 visitors and in 1952 had 441 quail 
visitors in one evening, with a ratio of young to old 
birds of 4.41. Another guzzler had 185 Mountain 
Quail and 269 California Quail in one evening. A 
guzzler near Victorville had 265 Chukkar Partridges 
in one evening. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Tems.-Black-necked Stilts 
were found to be nesting at Buena Vista Lake, Playa 
de! Rey, and Bolsa Chica Gun Club as well as at the 
Salton Sea. A few non-breeding Wandering Tattlers 
were seen throughout the summer. The southbound 
shorebird migration began in late July and numbers 
of birds increased steadily throughout August. Ruddy 
and Black Turnstones were very early in arriving with 

299 



a few of both species present in late July. The large 
shorebirds (Willets, Marbled Godwits, and curlews) 
were abundant with the greatest influx occurring in 
early August. More than 100 Hudsonian Curlews 
were reported from Corona de! Mar in late July 
(Kahl). Am. Avocets were conspicuous by their re­
duced numbers at many shore localities which they 
formerly frequented. Black-bellied Plover and Ringed 
Plover were down, and Dowitchers, yellow-legs, 
"peep," and Sanderlings were normal. A few Lesser 
Yellow-legs were at Playa de! Rey in late August 
(Ed.). Edward J. O'Neil, Manager of the Salton Sea 
National Wildlife Refuge, counted 9 adult Laughing 
Gulls at the Salton Sea this season and found 5 nests 
during late June and July. Also counted were 300 
Gull-billed Terns with a total of 60 nests during June 
and July. Least Terns are becoming scarcer along the 
southern seacoast as more and more of their nesting 
grounds are being destroyed. Caspian Terns were 
present in large numbers (including a great many 
young birds) during August, with as many as 250 
at Playa de! Rey on August 24 (Ed.). No Royal 
Terns were reported. By this time last year the inftux 
of Elegant Terns was at its peak ( 1100 birds), but 
to date none have been reported. 

Doves through Swifts.-A pair of Ground Doves 
was present from April through August 21 near 
Whittier and successfully raised two young (J. H. 
Comby). Two pairs were seen in two other places 
near Anaheim during this period (fide JHC). Cecelia 
Foulkes reported a marked increase of White-winged 

Doves, Mourning Doves, Gambel's Quail, and Road­
runners in the vicinity of Mecca. The Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo again nested at Whittier Dam, being first 
heard on June 9 (JHC). R. N. Shuart reported 15 ,
Burrowing Owls in a district of less than a square 
mile in Palos Verdes where empty lots are fast dis­
appearing. A stray Vaux's Swift was at Corona, July 
5 (Mellor). 

Passerine Land Birds.-A nesting ( ?) Olive-sided 
Flycatcher was seen in the Botanical Garden at Santa 
Barbara, August 11 (E. Z. Rett). The Vermilion Fly­
catchers at Mecca raised 3 young (Foulkes), and it 
was generally reported that the nesting season just 
completed was a highly successful one except in those 
areas subjected to forest fires last year and this. Many 
young birds were seen and no doubt the abundant 
food crop was somewhat responsible. Orioles and 
Black-headed Grosbeaks had a fine year. Mrs. Will 
Williams reported from the vicinity of Granite Sta­
tion, Kern Co., that House Wrens were increasing in 
the mountaifiJ and that Rock and Canon Wrens were 
becoming very scarce. Olive-backed Thrushes were !:he 
most numerous for several years at Whittier Dam . 
(JHC). For the second time robins nested in Santa 
Barbara (R. M. Colcord), and many nested in the 
foothills surrounding Los Angeles as well as in the 
city itself. Yellow-headed Blackbirds nested at Fisher­
man's Retreat, San Bernardino Co. (Belle Wilson).­
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