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GUY MCCASKIE

It was a below-average winter for berry-eat-
ing species such as American Robins and
Cedar Waxwings, and there was an almost
complete absence of the standard boreal
and montane irruptive species (e.g. Moun-
tain Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Purple Finch,
and Pine Siskin) away from areas of normal
occurrence. However, Mountain Bluebirds
were far more numerous than normal, with
large flocks along the coast and in the inte-
rior valleys. A nice selection of rarities in-
cluded at least one Crested Caracara around
the Salton Sea, a remarkably late Buff-
breasted Sandpiper near San Diego, Cali-
fornia’s first winter Brown Crested Fly-
catcher, and the Regions third Field
Sparrow in Orange County.

Abbreviations: EC.R. (Furnace Creek Ranch,
Death Valley National Monument, Inyo);
H.D.L. (Harper Dry Lake, n.w. of Barstow,
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San Bernardino Co.); L.A.C.N.H.M. (Los
Angeles County Natural History Museum);
N.E.S.S. (north end of the Salton Sea, River-
side Co.); S.C.R.E. (Santa Clara River Estu-
ary near Ventura, Ventura Co.); S.E.S.S.
(south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.). As
virtually all rarities in s. California are seen
by many observers, only the observer(s) ini-
tially finding and identifying the bird are in-
cluded. Documentation is on file with the
California Bird Records Committee (c/o
Michael A. Patten, PO. Box 51959, River-
side, CA 92517) for all rarities listed in this
report. Reports submitted without docu-
mentation are not published.

Loons to Pelicans

A Pacific Loon at Castaic Dam, Los Angeles
Feb. 16 (KLG) and four on L. Perris, River-
side Jan. 19 (CMcG) were inland where
considered rare. A Com. Loon at S.E.S.S.,
Dec. 19 (TC) was in an area where few have
been found in winter. A Horned Grebe at
S.E.S.S., Dec. 16-Jan. 1 (REW) isone of
only a few to be found onthe Salton Seain
winter, but 50 on L. Perris and 15 more on
nearby L. Skinner throughout the period
(CMcG) were on large deep water lakes
where numbers regularly winter.

Three Laysan Albatrosses seen over deep
water 75 nautical mi off Pt. Conception,
Santa Barbara during an Los Angeles
Audubon Society pelagic trip Feb. 5 (MH)
were in an area where this species is un-
doubtedly regular. Two Murphy’s Petrels
286 nautical mi WSW of San Nicolas I., Jan.
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