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January was very wet, February was very dry.
Overall it was a mild winter, with stormy
January creating one of the best Sierra
Nevada snowpacks in recent years. Water-
fowl numbers were the highest in a decade.
The mild temperatures may have con-
tributed to the many passerine species, such
as swallows, grosbeaks, tanagers, and orioles,
that overwintered, despite it not being an ex-
ceptional winter for flowering exotic plants.

Abbreviations: C.V. (Central Valley); Cyn.
(Canyon); H.S. (Hayward Shoreline, Alam-
eda); S.F. (San Francisco). All records from
El. and Palomarin should be credited to
Point Reyes Bird Observatory.
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Loons to Tropicbirds

Fall's ad. Yellow-billed Loon off Pacific
Grove and Monterey was molting out of al-
ternate plumage Dec. 12 (+SFB) and re-
mained through Feb. 7 (tSCR, m.ob.). An
imm. Yellow-billed Loon frequented the
same area Dec. 12-Feb. 16 (J. Bouton,
1SFB, m.ob.). Another ad. (or sub-ad.) Yel-
low-billed Loon on Tomales Bay, Marin,
Feb. 19-Mar. 16 (KB, tDSg, tJM, RS) was
found dead (2-3 days old) on Dillon Beach
Mar. 19 (*C.A.S.). It was the 7th specimen
for California.

Two Red-necked Grebes on Clifton
Court Forebay, Contra Costa, Feb. 14 (SAG)
were a scarce inland find. Four dependent
young W. Grebes at 3 sites in Santa Clara
Jan. 2-Feb. 18 (SCR, WGB, MMR) evi-
denced very latefall breeding, though per-
haps not locally.

A hint that Laysan Albatrosses may be
prospecting California for nesting sites was
the individual that regularly flew in tospend
long periods of time in Pt. Arena Cove,
Mendocino, Nov. 30—Mar. 5 (M. Martin,
m.ob.); a local boatskipper reported that it
had been present since July! Three Flesh-
footed Shearwaters at Cordell Bank Dec. 10
(RS, DLSh) preceeded 4 sightings of singles
from there s. to Monterey Bay Dec. 12-Feb.
16 (DLSh, SFB, BS). Fall’s peak of 300
Short-tailed Shearwaters was equalled at
Cordell Bank Dec. 10 (RS, DLSh). Manx
Shearwaters extended their visits into win-
ter with 3 Monterey Bay sightings, includ-
ing 2 on CBCs: Santa Cruz CBC Dec. 17
(tDLSh, tSA), Monterey Bay CBC 10 mi
off Pajaro R. mouth, Monterey & Santa
Cruz, Dec. 30 (DLSh, 1SFB),and 3.4 mi n.
of Pt. Pinos Feb. 16 (DLSh). Again R. Rich-
mond spotted an Ashy Storm-Petrel off
H.S., Alameda, this time on the late date of
Dec. 29.

An unidentified ¢ropichird was reported
from an aerial survey of seabirds in Mon-
terey Bay Feb. 2 (WBT, JD).

Herons to Ibises

Cattle Egret reports noted only about 137
individuals, with 88% of these coastal or
near-coastal. Humboldt reported the most
with 37, buteven there local CBCs reported
low numbers. The only coastal White-faced
Ibises—two in Santa Cruz Jan. 1-4 (CKf,
m.ob.) and two-three in Monterey Feb.
11-28 (DSe, m.ob.)—probably involved
the same birds.

Waterfow!

The mid-winter waterfowl census con-
ducted by California Fish and Game and
United States Fish and Wildlife Service in
January had only 80% coverage due to poor
weather conditions. Nevertheless, totals, es-
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(DGY) and Lost L., Fresno, Dec. 27 ( fide | season. In Mono a House Finch at Tom’s

KH) were C.V. rarities. A Magnolia Warbler
in Soquel, Santa Cruz, Dec. 16-17 ($DLSu)
was only the Region’s 3rd or 4th for the pe-
riod. A Black-throated Blue Warbler in S.E.
Dec. 28-29 (M. Healy) may have been a late
migrant, but one at Clear L., Jan. 3-Feb. 1
(B. Atkins, TJRW, m.ob) was one of few to
truly winter. The Region’s 3rd wintering
Black-throated Green Warbler returned for
its 2nd season to Eureka, Humboldt, Dec. 17
(fideJCS). The Com. Yellowthroat at MacK-
erricher S.P, Dec. 21 (DT) furnished one of
few winter records for Mendocino. The Re-
gion’s first wintering Hooded Warbler wasin
Capitola, Santa Cruz, Nov. 15-Mar. 5
(fDLSu, RMrr, SBT). A Wilson’s Warbler in
Sacramento Dec. 17 (DSh) was very rare for
the interior.

Just one Summer Tanager in Palo Alto,
Santa Clara/San Mateo, Feb. 14-Mar. S
(DSt, m.ob) was well below the recent win-
ter average, but 11 W. Tanagers in the c. state
Dec. 7-Feb. 10, with five after Jan. 1, was al-
most invasionary. Our lone Rose-breasted
Grosbeak wintered in Menlo Park, Saz
Mateo, Dec. 24—Feb. 26 (P. Armer, LCh),
but an above-average five Black-headed
Grosbeaks plus one Pheucticus species were
along the c. coast Dec. 17-Feb. 16. A Green-
tailed Towhee in San Jose Jan. 29+ (SCR,
m.ob.) returned for its 2nd winter; true
overwintering individualsare few.

There were only 2 Am. Tree Sparrow re-
ports: <two at Fall River, Shasta, Dec.
26-Feb. 6 ( fide BY), and one in Watsonville,
Santa Cruz, Jan. 1 (fDLSu). After fall’s
record-breaking total, just two Clay-colored
Sparrows came as a surprise: Bolinas, Marin,
Dec. 11-13 (KH) and Rancho San Gregorio,
San Mateo, Dec. 23 (RSTh). The Lark Spar-
row near Yreka, Siskiyou, Jan. 2 (JCR) had lit-
tle Regional winter precedent in our moun-
tain region. Like recent winter Grasshopper
Sparrow sightings, one was along the c. coast
at Rancho San Gregorio Dec. 23 (RSTh).
However, one on Mt. Hamilton, Santa Clara,
Dec. 21 (fDES et al) was exceptional in the
Diablo Range during winter. A Lincoln’s
Sparrow at Hot Cr. Fish Hatchery, Mono,
(7100 ft) Feb. 3 (DS) was exceptionally high
forwinter. Longspurs again wintered e. of San
Jose on Sierra Rd., Santa Clara: one Lapland
Dec. 11-Jan. 17 (MJM, 1SCR, m.ob.) and
<four Chestnut-Collareds Nov. 1-Feb. 18
(MJM, tSCR, m.ob.).

It was a banner season for orioles. Single
Orchards were at Sunset S.B., Santa Cruz,
Jan. 3 (fDLSu) and S.E. Jan. 15-Feb. 12
(MMcC). Hoodeds were at Live Oak, Santa
Cruz, to Jan. 20 (A. Robinson, DSLu) and
Half Moon Bay Dec. 17-25 (AME, RSTh).
An unprecedented 24 “Bullock’s” N. Orioles
were found coastally S.E. to Santa Cruzall

Place Dec. 9-Jan. 26 (CDHa) and three
more in Bridgeport (6500 ft) Feb. 2 (DS),
were very rare in winter at these Great Basin
locales—and even more exceptional at these
high elevations.

Corrigendum:
Credit for the Light-mantled Sooty Alba-
trossshould haveread (RS, 1JM, m.ob.).
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