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GUY MCCASKIE 

This was an exceptionally wet season, espe­
cially so for the coastal areas of Los Angeles 
and northward, with most of the rain falling 
in January and February. 

This winter was marked by a good show­
ing of Varied Thrushes, Cedar Waxwings, 
and Pine Siskins throughout most of the 
Region; more than the expected number of 
Lewis' Woodpeckers and Mountain Blue­
birds in the western part of the Region; fair 
numbers of Mountain Chickadees in the 
coastal lowlands, but a complete absence 
of Red-breasted Nuthatches away from 
known breeding localities. Outstanding 
rarities included a cooperative Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, what appears to be Cal­
ifornia's first Slaty-backed Gull, and the 
second Mourning Warbler ever to winter in 
North America. 

Abbreviations: N.E.S.S. (north end of the 
Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); S.B.C.M. (San 
Bernardino County Museum); S.E.S.S. (south 
end of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.). As virtu­
ally all rarities in s. California are seen by 
many observers, only the observer(s) ini­
tially finding and identifying the bird are 
normally included. Reports of extreme rari­
ties submitted without documentation are 
not published. 

Grebes to Storks 
A Red-necked Grebe, rare anywhere in S. 
California, was on Morro Bay, San Luis 
Obispo, Feb. 26-27 OLR). A Buller's Shear­
water seen from La Jolla, San Diego, Jan. 21 
(ADeB, PAG) is one of a very few to be 
found in California waters in winter, and 
was unusually close to shore. 

An imm. Brown Booby reported on Ship 
Rock at Santa Catalina I., Dec. 18 (HLJ) 
added another sighting to the increasing 
number of records from along the coast. 

A Tricolored Heron in Chula Vista, San 
Diego, Dec. 6-17 (BM) and another in Seal 
Beach, Orange, Nov. 28-Dec. 3 OSB, JEP) 
were the only rwo found along the coast this 
winter. The ad. Reddish Egret found spend­
ing its 13th winter around s. San Diego Bay 
Aug. 28 remained through at least Dec. 23 
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(ChH ); the immature fo und around th e 
mouth of the San Diego R., Nov. 5 was still 
present at the end of the period (REW), and 
another immature was in C hula Vista Dec. 
18-23 (TC, C hH). T he Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron that has frequented the coast 
of San Diego between La Jolla and San Elijo 
Lagoon since October 1981 was present 
with nesting Black-crowned N ight-Herons 
in La Jolla Feb. 26+ (PA), and must now be 
at leas t 16 years old. An imm . Roseate 
Spoonbill present near Seeley, Imperial, 
Dec. 27-30 (JK, RH ) was the first to be 
found in Cali fo rnia since September 1983, 
and only the 3rd to occur in winter. At least 
one Wood Stork was still at the Wi ld An imal 
Park near Esco ndido, San Diego, Dec. 10 
(MBS) , where two joined captive storks at 
least 4 years ago. 

Ducks to Raptors 
About 30 Eur. W igeon scattered th roughout 
the Region was an average number fo r win­
ter. A o Tufted Duck at Oso Flaco L. , San 
Luis Obispo, Dec. 26-Feb. 26 (JSR) was the 
same bird present here last winter. A o Har­
lequin Duck, rare anywhere in S. Cali fo rnia, 
was near Seal Beach Jan. 3-6 (MSM). An 
Oldsquaw nea r L. Isabella, Kern, Dec. 
27-28 (JS) and another at S.E.S.S., Dec. 2 1 
(ClB) were inland where unusual; slightly 
more than the usual small numbers ofOld­
squaws were along the coast, wi th fi ve to­
gether in Playa del Rey, Los Angeles, Dec. 27 
(MSM, KL) being a large number fo r a sin­
gle location anywhere in S. Califo rnia. Re-
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ports of scoters away from the coast incl uded 
a Bl ack Scoter at N .E.S.S ., Dec. 3 1 (C­
McG); two SurfScoters at N. E.S.S., Dec. 31 
(CMcG) and th ree more at S.E.S.S., Jan. 30 
(BF, LT); and a W hite-win ged Scoter at 
N.E.S.S ., Dec. 9 (CMcG) and anoth er on 
Silverwood L. , San Bernardino, Feb. 11 - 18 
(SJM , CMcG) . A o Barrow's Goldeneye on 
L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara, Nov. 25-Jan. 
14 (CP) was the sa me bird photographed 
there last winter. 

Up to three W hite-tailed Kites around In­
dependence Dec. 31 + (BT, A&LK) are the 
first tci be found in the Owens Valley, Inyo, in 
10 years. AN. Goshawk near Bishop, Inyo, 
Dec. 28 (T&JH) was in an area where smal l 
numbers probably occur every winter. 

T hree-four Swai nson's Hawks were seen 
in the Imperial Valley this winter, with two 
near El Centro Dec. 11 (PAG, MAP) , one 
there Jan. 28 (GMcC), and another near 
S.E.S.S., Jan. 29 (RH ), suggest ing they re­
mained th rough the period; one along the 
coast at Point Mugu, Ventura. Feb. 26 (BL) 
had either wintered local ly, or was an excep­
tionally early spring migrant. At least seven 
Zone-tailed Hawks were reported: one 
found in Goleta, Santa Barbara, Aug. 24 re­
maining through at leas t Jan. 16 (ZL); one 
fo und around O jai, Ventura, Aug. 28 re­
maining through Feb. 17 (BS); another over 
Ventura Dec. 17-Mar. 8 (DMa); one over 
nearby Santa Paula Mar. 10 (DDJ) that 
could have been either the Ojai or the Ven­
tura bird; one near M ission Viejo, Orange, 
Dec. 17-Feb. 24 (DRW, OLP); another near 

O 'Neill Park, Orange, Dec. 18 (GLT); one 
near Ramona, San Diego, Feb. 8- 9 (PS); and 
the 7th at Santee Feb. 1-26 (D&MH). Si nce 
"Harlan's" Red-tai led Hawks are rare in Cali­
fo rnia, the presence ofone near Brawley Dec. 
JO-Feb. 11 (KLG), another near Redlands, 
San Bernardino, Dec. 18+ (EAC) for its 2nd 
winter, and a third near Needles Jan. 1 
(MAP), where one has been present during 
th e pas t 2 winters, are of note. Although 
Rough-legged Hawks were qui te scarce this 
winter, single in dividuals pushed as far s. as 
L. Cuyamaca, San Diego, Dec. 2-Jan. 17 
(M BS, PAG) and near El Centro Dec. 11 
(MAP). Most interesting was an ad. Crested 
Caracara in C hula Vista, San Diego, Feb. 9 
(RC, DWA); previous reporcs of chis species 
in Califo rnia have been considered poss ible 
escapees, but the same factors forcing Harris' 
Hawks northward could have also forced this 
bird north . 

SA An unprecedented number of 
Hanis' Hawks were present in 

the s. part of the Region this winter, 
though local residents revealed at 
least some of these had been present 
since much earlier in the year. The 
largest number at one location was 
eight around Borrego Springs, San 
Diego, Sept. 13+ (BT), though three 
had apparently been in this area since 
at least Apr. 15 (John Ruddley). As 
many as five were photographed near 
Boulevard, San Diego, between 
June-November IL. Mauris), though 
only one could found there Dec. 
12-20 (PU). In the s.e. part of the Re­
gion two-three were near Westmor­
land, Imperial, Dec. 7-18 (RH), an­
other was elsewhere at S.E.S.S., Feb. 
7 (M.Pryor), one was at N.E.S.S., Dec. 
31-Jan. 29 (SJM) and $five were near 
Victorville, San Bernardino, Jan. 2-21 
(RMcK, MSM). Along the coast two re­
mained together in Santee, San Diego, 
Nov. 26+ (DSe), and what appeared to 
be an escaped/released captive bird 
was in Irvine, Orange, Dec. 10-12 
(BED). Hanis' Hawks were formerly 
resident along the Colorado R. and in 
the Imperial Valley, with 2 records of 
stragglers in coastal San Diego, but 
disappeared from the state in the 
early 1960s. A more recent attempt to 
reestablish this species along the Col­
orado R. was apparently tenninated 
about 5 years ago. Recent sightings in 
the s.e. portion of the Region have 
been attributed to these released 
birds and/or escaped/released cap­
tive birds. However, the numbers this 
winter suggest an influx from the 
south, especially so when treated 
along with at least 10 more in extreme 
n. Baja California since last summer 
(TEW, K&CRJ. 
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Harris's Hawk at Borrego Springs, California, January 13, 1995. One of eight birds frequenting 
this area during the season. Photograph/Don Roberson. 

Female Ruff near Point Mugu, California, February 25, 1995. Photograph/Don DesJardin. 
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Plovers to Skimmers 
Wintering Pacific Golden-Plovers included 
two near Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, Jan. 1 
UMC), two more on nearby n. Vandenberg 
A.EB., Dec. 18 (AA), ::; three around Point 
MuguJan. 1-Mar. 4 (DDJ), and $11 at Seal 
Beach through the period (D RW) . The 
only Mt. Plovers found along the coast were 
13 on n. Vandenberg A.EB., Dec. 18 (AA) 
and $four around Point MuguJan. 1-21 
(DDJ); th is species is now very rare along 
the coast. Six Black Oystercatchers in Seal 
Beach Dec. 4 (DG) was an unexpected 
number for an area where few have been 
found. A Solitary Sandpiper in Torrance, 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27 (DMo) was considered 
the same bird present here each of the past 3 
winters, and another photographed in San­
tee Feb. 8-14 (JZ, BRZ) was also believed 
to be wintering locally. Six Ruddy Turn­
srones along the shore of che Salton Sea near 
Sa lton City, Imperial, Dec. 4 (DSh) were 
probably attempting ro winter on this in­
land body of water. A count of l 06 Sander­
lings made on the Salton Sea during a Point 
Reyes Bird Observatory Pacific Flyway Pro­
ject shorebird survey Dec. 1-9 (DSh, CH ) 
was a large number for this inland body of 
water at this time of the year, though much 
smaller numbers are present every winter. 
What was believed robe a basic-plumage 
Curlew Sandpiper was carefully studied 
with other shorebirds congregated at Upper 
Newport Bay Jan. 2 (EG&JHS), bur was 
never relocated by the season's end. A Stilt 
Sandpiper, most unusual anywhere in Cali­
fornia away from S.E.S.S. in winter, was in 
Irvine Jan. 17-21 (JEP, BED) . A Ruff pho­
tographed near Port Hueneme, Ventura, 
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Returning for its third winter was this adult Com. Black-headed Gull in Santa Barbara, Califor­
nia, December 30, 1994. Photograph/Don DesJardin. 

Feb. 25-28 (D DJ) was beli eved to be the 
sa me fema le seen here Nov. 12; another 
was photographed in the sa me area Mar. 
12 (D DJ) , an d a female seen at S.E.S.S., 
Jan . 29 (RH ) cou ld have been the same 
bird present there July 23-Sept. I 0. 

rograph ed at Dana Po int, Orange, Dec. 
27-Jan. 29 (JEP, LRH) was the 7th to be 
found in Cali forn ia, and the 3 rd along the 
coast. What ap pears to be a 2nd-winter 
Slaty-backed Gull was photographed in 
Ventura Feb. 5 (DDJ); chi s species has 
bee n fo und in British Co lu mbia, Wash­
ington, and Oregon to our north, but not 

previously in California, though co nsid­
ered long overdue. Up to two G lauco us­
winged G ulls around Arvin Nov. 13-Feb. 
19 (J C W ) were in an area where un­
reco rded prior to this winter; this species, 
and Thayer's G ulls, are regul ar in very 
small numbers, with H erring G ulls as far 
inland as thew. extreme of San Bernardino 
and Riverside, and around the Salton Sea, 
so should be looked for elsewhere inland 
where numbers of Herring Gulls are pre­
sent. The only G laucous G ull chis winter 
was one in Im perial Beach, San Diego, Jan. 
8-11 (GMcC). A very late Sabine's G ull 
was in Ox nard , Ventura, Dec. 15 (]F r). 
T he last Elegant Tern of the fall was in 
Santa Barbara on the late date of Dec. 4 
(G&JH). Four Black Sk immers in Pismo 
Beach, San Luis Obispo, Jan. 25 (PM) and 
two mo re on M orro Bay D ec. 16 (TME) 
were unusually fa r north for this t ime of 
the yea r. 

Doves to Woodpeckers 
A Wh ite-winged Dove in Goleta Jan. 
15-19 (PEL) and another in Santee Feb. 14 
(BC) were along the coast, where unex­
pected in winter; the now expected small 
numbers remained all winter at oases along 
thee. extreme of the Colorado Desert, San 
Diego. At leas t two Com. Gro und-Doves 
were still present around Nipomo, San Luis 
Obispo, Feb. 16 (PAW), where fo und in 
March 1994; this is the n.w. extreme of this 
species' expanding range in Cali fornia. Re­
markabl e was a Flammulared check Owl 
fo und fresh ly dead on a road near Big Bear 
L. in the Sa n Bern ardin o Mrs., Dec. 17 
(RMcK, *S.B.C.M.) sin ce this species is 
generally bel ieved to leave the Un ired States 
in winter. The presence of acti ve, rather 
than torp id , Com . Poorwills in Ridgecrest 
Dec. 8 & 22 (DVB) probably indicate con-

Seven La ughin g G ulls near Im perial, 
Imperial, Dec. 11 (MAP) were eith er very 
late stragglers or winterin g loca lly; an 
adult in San Diego Feb. 24 (ADeB) was on 
the coast, where rare. A Franklin's Gull in 
Ventura Dec. 17-24 (IW) and another re­
mainin g aro und Arvin , Kern, from No­
vember- Jan. 2 (JCW) were probably late 
fa ll stragglers, but it is more di fficult to put 
a " label" on the one seen fl yi ng along the 
coast in Hun tington Beach , Orange, Jan. 
12 (JEP). A Co m. Black-headed G ull pho­
tographed in Santa Barbara Dec. 30-Feb. 
I (DD), J EL) was the sam e bird present 
here during the last 2 winters, and a first­
winter bird was photographed at the Santa 
Ynez R. mouth, Santa Barbara, Jan . 5- 10 
(BH); there are now more than 25 records 
of this species in Cali fornia. Up to three 
M ew G ulls aro und Arvi n Nov. 13-Jan . 2 
(JCW) and anoth er at S. E.S.S. , Feb. 20 
(JEP) were fa r inland , where rare. An ad. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull well pho-

Adult Lesser Black-backed Gull at Dana Point, California, December 28, 1994. Seventh state 
record. Photograph/Arnold Small. 
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This gull in second-winter plumage, photographed February 5 , 1995, in Ventura, Cal iforn ia, was evidently a Slaty-backed Gull. If confirmed, this 
would provide a first state record . Photograph/Don DesJardin . 

ditions were milder than normal , thus en­
abling it co hunt. A Lesser N ighthawk in 
Brawley, Imperial, Feb. 16 (CIB) was in an 
area where small numbers may prove co 
winter regularly. 

Sevenry Vaux's Swifts near Glendale, Los 
Angeles, Jan. 1 (KLG) and 50 over down­
town Los Angeles Feb. 15 (TM) were large 
numbers fo r wintering flocks. The o Broad­
billed Hummingbird chat returned for its 
2nd winter co Camarillo, Ventum, 0cc. 9 re­
mained th rough ar least Feb. 5 O&HW) and 
a female was present in Goleta Dec. 25-Jan. 
28 (RPH). A Rufous Hummingbird in San 
Diego Jan. 18-20 (REW) was believed co 
have wintered locally. As more observers be­
come fami liar with the field marks ofYellow­
bellied Sapsuckers, more of these birds are 
being correctly identi fied, including single 
birds in Santa Barbara Nov. 5-Mar. 22 
(CaH) and Dec. 3 1 (RAH) and a third in La 
Marada, Los Angeles, Jan. 13+ (LS). A 
Williamson's Sapsucker in Sylmar, Los Ange­
les, Feb. 5 (CoB) was in che coastal lowlands, 
where rare. 

Flycatchers to Vireos 
A Greater Pewee near Saricoy Jan . 2 1-Feb. 
21 OT) was the first co be fo und in Ventura, 
and another in San Diego Jan. 7-2 1 (SW, 
TC) was in Balboa Park where one-two 
have been found each wi nter since the win­
ter of 1987- 1988. A Least Flyca tcher was 
in Irvi ne, Orange, Dec. 24-Jan. 6 (DRW); 
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an average of slightly less chan one a year are 
fo und wintering in California nowadays. A 
Hammond's Flycatcher, also most unusual 
in winter, was in El Toro, Orange, Jan. 
27-28 (JEP, DRW). Five Gray Flyca tchers 
were reported, with sin gle birds in 
Pasadena, Los Angeles, Dec. l 0-18 (J Fi), 
near Puddingsco ne Res ., Los Angeles, Jan. 
14 (J Fi), near Ontario, San Bernardino, Jan. 
2 (DG), in Fountain Valley, Orange, D ec. 
24-Jan. 17 (G LT) and in nearby Fullerton 
Jan. 24 (JEP) . Only two ''Western Fly­
catchers" were reported , with one nea r 
Coro na, Riverside, Dec. 6 (JEP) and the 
ocher in Rivers id e Jan. 3-20 (CMcG). 
Three E. Phoebes were found, with one at 
L. Perris, Riverside, Dec. 20 (EAC), another 
near Temecu la, Riverside, Jan. 14 (WJ M) 
and the 3rd near Borrego Springs Dec. 13 
(KBu). A Vermi lion Flyca tcher in Buell to n, 
Santa Barbara, Nov. l + (DLA) was unusu­
ally far north. A Dusky-capped Flyca tcher 
was in Fountain Valley Jan. !-Jan. 15 (PS); 
there are now more than 20 records of chis 
species in California, with many involving 
wintering individuals. On ly two Ash­
th roated Flyca tchers were found , with one 
along the coast in Mission Viejo Feb. 5-6 
(BED) and the ocher inland in N iland, Im­
perial, Dec. 20 (BED). The on ly Tropical 
Kingbirds known co be present chis winter 
were one in Goleta Nov. 9-Jan. 2 1 (JEL) 
fo r its 3rd winter, another near Point Mugu 
Jan. 22-Feb. 11 OT) on the coast, and a 3rd 

inl and near Oncario, San Bernardino, Jan. 
2- 15 (DG, MAP). AW. Kingbird , most 
unusual in winter, photographed at L. 
Hodges, San Diego, D ec. 5 (M BS, GR) 
would appear co have been an exceptionally 
lace fall migrant. 

AN . Rough-winged Swallow present in 
Goleta Dec. 2 1-Jan. 5 (KBr) is believed co 
be the same bird present here during the 
past 2 winters, and another in Irvine Jan. 6 
(SGM) presumably wintered locally. A 
C liff Swallow near McKittrick, Kern, Dec. 
8 (MOC) and another in Irvine Jan . 22 
(GMcC) appeared co be a wintering birds. 
Up co three Barn Swall ows at the Santa 
Ynez R. mouth D ec. 7-18 (BH), along 
with one near Seeley, Imperial, Jan. 1-2 
(CAM), were undoub ted ly wintering lo­
cal ly, bur individuals seen at scattered local­
ities along the coast after mid-January are 
all believed co be ea rly spring migrants. 

The Chestnut-backed Ch ickadee fo und 
s. of rhe species' range in Goleta Nov. 19 re­
mai ned through at least Jan. 15 (GT). A 
flock of ::;20 Bohemian Waxwings aroun d 
Bishop, Inyo, Dec. 13-17 (BT) was proba­
bly associated with che movement chat 
bought numbers co Mono L. just ro the 
north of chis location. T he only N . Shrikes 
reported were in the n. e. co rn er of the Re­
gion where regular in small numbers, and 
included single birds near Big Pine Dec. 26 
(T &JH ) and Jan. 6 (T&JH), and a 3rd ha­
rass ing Gray-crowned Rosy-Fin ches ac a 
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feeder in Aspendell , Inyo, Feb. I 5 (T&JH). 
A Bell 's Vireo photographed at S.E.S.S., 

Jan 12 (LJE) was the 5th to be fou nd in this 
general area in wi nter. Ar least 17 Sol itary 
Vireos were foun d this winter, with most 
along the coast as expected; six of these were 
iden rified as the coastal race cassinii, eight as 
the interior race plumbeous, and rhe re­
maining three not identified to race. 

Warblers 
A Tennessee Warbler in Golera Dec. 2 0EL) 
was probably a very late fall straggler, but 
one in San Diego Jan . 18-Feb. 25 (REW) 
clearly wintered locally. Eighteen Nashville 
Warblers along the coast was an average 
number for winter, bur one near Seeley Jan. 
l (CAM) is one of only a few found inland 
in winter. AN. Parula in Anaheim, Orange, 

Mar. 19-26 (TEW) undoubtedly wintered 
locally. Twenty Yellow Warb lers along the 
coast this winter was slightly less than we , 
have become accustomed to finding. As ex­
pected, a few Black-throated Gray Warblers 
remained along the coast, with 10 reported 
between San Luis Obispo and San Diego. A 
Townsend's Warbler at S.E.S.S., Jan. 7 
(CMcG) was inland, where most unusual in 
winter. T he only Hermit Warblers reported 
were one in Los Osos, San Luis Obispo, Dec. 
15- 17 (KAH), another in Huntington 
Beach Dec. 31 (GLT), and a 3rd in Ocean 
Beach, San Diego, Jan 6 (GJ) at a location 
where one has been seen each of the past 4 
winters. A o Pine Warbler was in La Marada, 
LosAngeles,Jan. 13+ (LS); more than 45 have 
now been recorded in Cali fornia, with at 
least a dozen of these spending the winter. A 
Prairie Warbler remaining in Oceano, San 

Luis Obispo, through Dec. 7 (MP) was a very 
late fall straggler. Palm Warblers were scarcer 
this winter than one year ago, but included at 
least 12 along the coast, and one inland near 
Mount Signal, Imperial, Dec. 17 (RAH, 
MAP,RAE). 

Wintering Black-and-white Warblers in­
cluded one in Los Osos Dec. 11-1 7 (TME), 
up to two in Carpinteria, Santa Barbara, 
Oct. 11-Feb. 21 0EL), another in Hunting­
ton Beach Oct. 22-Mar. 16 (BED) , four 
around San Diego (SEF, TC) along the coast, 
and one returning for its 2nd year inland to 
Kernville, Kern, Dec. 25-31 (SL). Seven Am. 
Redsrarts found wintering along the coast 
was abo ut as expected. The Wo rm-eating 
Warbler that returned to Santa Barbara Oct. 
24 remained through at least Mar. 18 0NB) 
for its 2nd winter at this locality. The Oven­
bird found inland in El Centro Nov. 16 was 
still present Jan. 17 (KK), and another was 
on the coast in Santa Ana, Orange, Jan . 1-15 
(RAH, RAE). T he only N. Warerrhrushes re­
ported this winter were one in Newport 
Beach, Orange, Jan. 1-28 (DRW, RAE) and 
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another near Imperial Beach, San Diego, 

Dec. 17 (GMcC). Remarkable was an ad. o 
Mourning Warbler in Newport Beach Dec. 
31-Feb. 25 (BED) , since there appears to be 
only one recorded previous winter occur­
rence in the United States, that being one in 
Los Angeles during the winter of 1981-1982. 
A MacGillivray's Warbler, most unusual in 
winter, was also in Newport Beach Feb. 6-7 
(RAE). Ar least 15 Wilson's Warblers were 
found along the coast, this being a little less 
than average for this time of the year. The 
Painted Redsrart that returned to Arroyo 
Grande, San Luis Obispo, Oct. 1 for its 2nd 
winter remai ned through at least Dec. 31 
(JLD, JS), and the other that returned to 
Costa Mesa, Orange, Sept. 25 for its 3rd win­
ter remained through at least Jan. I 5 0EP). 

Tanagers to Finches 
T he o Hepatic Tanager that returned for its 
2nd winter to Santa Barbara was present 
Nov. I I-Jan. 2 (HPR), and the female that 
returned for its 2nd winter to Sylmar in No­
vember was still present at the end of the pe­
riod (KLG). Ten Summer Tanagers along the 
coast was about average for this rime of the 
year, bur 30 W Tanagers in the same area was 
certainly less than we have become accus­
tomed to. T hree Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
were reported during December, with one in 
Oceano Dec. I (KJZ) another in Lompoc, 
Santa Barbara, Dec. 15 0A) and the third in 
Huntington Beach Dec. l O (PS); one on the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula, Los Angeles, Dec. 20 
(MSM) remained all winter, and another in 
Costa Mesa Feb. 19 (BED) undoubtedly 
wintered locally. A Black-headed Grosbeak, 
rarer in winter than the previous species, was 
in Ventura Feb. 21 (GH), and another was in 
Huntington Beach Jan. 26 0EP). 

Single Green-railed Towhees in Lompoc 
Dec. 15-16 (JA) and near Santa Barbara Feb. 
18 (GT) were unusually far north for this 
rime of the year. An Am. Tree Sparrow, rare in 
S. California, was in Weldon, Kern, Dec. 
16-23 (SAL). T hree Clay-colored Sparrows 
were reported, including a late fall migrant 
near the Santa Ynez R. mouth Dec. 1 (BH), a 
wintering bird in Goleta Dec. 26-Jan. 15 
(RAH), and another in Orange, Orange, Oct. 
29-Feb. 4 (DRW). "Large-billed" Savannah 
Sparrows are increasing in numbers as winter 
visitors to our coastal marshes, with one in 
Carpinteria, Santa Barbara, Dec. 3 (LRB) 
and two more on Morro Bay through at least 
Dec. 31 0SR) being the northernmost; this 
species arrives at wintering localities along the 
coast ofS. California in late summer and nor­
mally departs by the end of February. Up to 
16 Grasshopper Sparrows near Granada Hills 
throughout the winter (RB) was a remarkable 
number for anywhere in Los Angeles, and one 
in Irvine Jan. 2 (RAH) furnished additional 

evidence that this species is resident rather 
than a summer visiror along the coast ofS . 
California. Eight Sharp-railed Sparrows were 
present in coastal marshes this winter, with 
$five on Morro Bay Nov. I- Dec. 28 (DVB) , 
two-th ree on Upper Newport Bay from No­
vember through at least Jan . 29 (JEP, JSB), 
and one more in the salt marshes of Chu la 
Vista Dec. 2-17 (GJ, DWA). Swamp Spar­
row numbers were down from last winter, 
with only 12 found along the coast and only 
three more inland. Thirty-five Whire­
rhroared Sparrows scattered throughout the 
Region was slightly less than normal. A Har­
ris' Sparrow near Big Pine Dec. 10 (T&JH), 
another in Weldon Dec. 23 into February 
(SAL), and one more at Thousand Palms 
Oasis, Riverside, in mid-December (DB) 
were the only three to be found. 

The McCown's Longspur found near Ox­
nard Nov. 12 was last seen Jan. 1 (DDJ) and 
$two were seen near Brawley, lmperiai Jan. 
28-Feb. 3 (CAM, JLD). The only Lapland 
Longspurs reported were one near Oxnard 
Dec. 18- Jan. 1 (DD)), another in this same 
area Jan. 1-7 (DDJ) , a third at nearby Point 
Mugu Dec. 28 (BL), one more in Irvine Dec. 
11 (RAH) , two in land near Palmdale, Los 

Angeles, Dec. 17 (N BB) , and a sixth near 
Brawley Feb. 3 (JLD). Up to 30 Chestn ut­
collared Longspurs near Cali fornia City, 
Kern, all winter (MTH ) and $45 near Braw­
ley Jan. 28-Feb. 11 (SEF, KLG) were large 
numbers for this Region. 

A Rusty Blackbird seen in H arbor Park 
near San Pedro, Los Angeles, Feb. 11 (BB) 
was probably the same bird photographed 
here in November. The only Orchard Oriole 
to be fo und was a female in Newport Beach 
Jan. 6 (SGM). Single Hooded Orioles, quite 
rare in winter, were in Ventura Dec. 2 (VK) 
and Dec. 17 (DMa), another was in San 
Marino, Los Angeles, all winter (KLG), a 4th 
was in S. San Gabriel, Los Angeles, Jan. 31 
(MSM), and $two were in Huntington 
Beach Jan. 1-26 0 EP) Ar least 30 N. Orioles 
were found along the coast, as expected, in­
cluding a o "Baltimore" Oriole in Anaheim 
Mar. 7 (JEP) and another male near Fall ­
brook, San Diego, Jan. 30 (IQ). The only 
Scott's Orioles found along the coast were 
$two near San Marcos Pass above Santa Bar­
bara Feb. I-Mar. 30 (SB) and one-two near 
O'Neill Regional Park in Orange Dec. 
18-Feb. 6 (GLT), though small numbers 
were present along thew. edge of the Col­
orado Desert in San Diego, where regular at 
this rime of the year. 

A 9 Black Rosy-Finch with at least 400 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches in Aspendell 
Feb. 11-15 (TC, T&JH) was rhe first to be 
reported in this Region in nearly 20 years. A 
Aock of 12 Evening Grosbeaks at Hurkey 
Creek in the San Jacinto Mrs., Dec. 18 
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(MAP) were far south, especially so in a win­
ter when very few were found elsewhere in 
the Region. 

Contributors ( County coordinators in bold­
face): Alex Abela, Douglas W. Aguillard, Peter 
Armadale, D. Lee Aulman, John Ayres, Larry 
R. Ballard, Suzanne Barrymore, Ron Beck,
Bob Beckler, Derek Bellard, Jay N. Bishop,
Clark Bloom (CIB), David V. Blue, Cosmo
Bloom (CoB), Jeffery S. Boyd, Karen
Bridgers (KBr), N. Bruce Broadbooks, Ken
Burten (KBu), Eugene A. Cardiff (San
Bernardino), Bob Chapman, Jaime M.
Chavez, Mark 0. Chichester, Ross Christie,
T herese Clawson, Elizabeth Copper (San
Diego), Brian E. Daniels, Alice DeBolt, Don
Des Jardin ( Ventura), Jon L. Dunn, Tom M.
Edell (San Luis Obispo), Leo ]. Edson,
Richard A. Erickson, Shawneen E. Finnegan,
Bert Fisher, Jon Fisher OFi), Jerry Freidman
OFr), Kimball L. Garren (Los Angeles), Peter 
A. Ginsburg, David Goodward, Robert A.
Hamilton, George and Joan Hardie
(G&JH), Don and Marjorie Hastings
(D&MH), Karen A. Havlena, Loren R.
Hays, Bob Hefter, Man T. Heindel (Kern),
Mitch Heindel, Tom & Jo Heindel (Inyo),

• Charles Hem.field (ChH), Carrie Herziger
(CaH), Catherine Hickey, Gale Hightower,
Roger Higson, Brad Hines, Ron P. Hirst,
Ginger Johnson, H. Lee Jones, Vrrgil Ketner, 
Andrew and Leah Kirk (A&LK), Jim Kuhn,
Ken Kurlin, Zev Labenger, Bart Lane, Kevin
Larson, Stephen A. Laymon, Paul E.
Lehman, Joan E. Lentz ( Santa Barbara), Cur­
tis A. Marantz, Douglas Martin (DMa), Chet
McGaugh, Robert McKernan (Riverside),
Stephen J. Meyers, Michael San Miguel,
T homas Miko, P ... t Mills, David Moody
(DMo), Barbara Moore, William J. Mora­
marco, Steve G. Morris, Michael A. Patten,
Michael Peron, Cruz Phillips, James E. Pike, 
Dick L. Purvis, Ingri Quon, Kurt and Cindy 
Radamaker (K&CR), Hugh P. Ranson,
David Rawlins, Geoffrey Rogers, John L.
Roser, James S. Royer, Lawrence Schmahl,
John Schmidt, David Seals (DSe), Dave Shu­
ford (DSh), Brad Sillasen, Gregory P. Smith,
Peter Spino, John Sterling, Mary Beth Stow, 
Ellen G. and James H. Strauss (EG&JHS),
Phil Swan, Bob Theriault, John Tiffany, Guy 
Tingos, Les Todd, Gerald L. Tolman, Bob 
Toth, Philip Unitt, Stanley Walens, Jan and 
Hal Wasserman O&HW), Richard E. Web­
ster, Pat A. Wells, Douglas R. Willick ( Or­
ange), John C. Wilson, Irwin Woldrnan, Torn
E. Wurster, Barry R. Zimmer, Kevin J. Zim­
mer, Jerry Zimmerman. An additional 50±
observers who could not be individually ac­
knowledged submitted reports this season. 
-Guy Mccaskie, San Diego Natural History
Museum, Balboa Park, P. 0. Box 1390, San
Diego, CA 92112.

VOLUME 49, NUMBER 2 

1 

FIELD NOTES 2.01 




