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This was an exceptionally wet season, espe-
cially so for the coastal areas of Los Angeles
and northward, with most of the rain falling
in Januaryand February.

This winter was marked by a good show-
ing of Varied Thrushes, Cedar Waxwings,
and Pine Siskins throughout most of the
Region; more than the expected number of
Lewis’ Woodpeckers and Mountain Blue-
birds in the western part of the Region; fair
numbers of Mountain Chickadees in the
coastal lowlands, but a complete absence
of Red-breasted Nuthatches away from
known breeding localities. Outstanding
rarities included a cooperative Lesser
Black-backed Gull, whatappears to be Cal-
ifornia’s first Slaty-backed Gull, and the
second Mourning Warbler ever to winter in

‘ North America.

Abbreviations: N.E.S.S. (nornh end of the
Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); S.B.C.M. (San
Bernardino County Museum); S.E.S.S. (south
end of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.). As virtu-
ally all rarities in s. California are seen by
many observers, only the observer(s) ini-
tially finding and identifying the bird are
normally included. Reports of extreme rari-
ties submitted without documentation are

not published.

Grebes to Storks

A Red-necked Grebe, rare anywhere in S.
California, was on Morro Bay, San Luis
Obispo, Feb. 26-27 (JLR). A Buller’s Shear-
water seen from La Jolla, Sar Diego, Jan. 21
(ADeB, PAG) is one of a very few to be
found in California waters in winter, and
was unusually close to shore.

An imm. Brown Booby reported on Ship
Rock at Santa Catalina I., Dec. 18 (HL])
added another sighting to the increasing
number of records from along the coast.

A Tricolored Heron in Chula Vista, San
Diego, Dec. 6-17 (BM) and another in Seal
Beach, Orange, Nov. 28-Dec. 3 (JSB, JEP)
were the only two found along the coast this
winter. The ad. Reddish Egret found spend-
ing its 13th winter around s. San Diego Bay
Aug. 28 remained through at least Dec. 23
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(MAP) were far south, especially so in a win-
ter when very few were found elsewhere in
the Region.

Contributors (County coordinators in bold-
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Ken Kurlin, Zev Labenger, Bart Lane, Kevin
Larson, Stephen A. Laymon, Paul E.
Lehman, Joan E. Lentz (Santa Barbara), Cur-
tis A. Marantz, Douglas Martin (DMa), Chet
McGaugh, Robert McKernan (Riverside),
Stephen ]. Meyers, Michael San Miguel,

Thomas Miko, Put Mills, David Moody |

(DMo), Barbara Moore, William J. Mora-
marco, Steve G. Morris, Michael A. Patten,
Michael Peron, Cruz Phillips, James E. Pike,
Dick L. Purvis, Ingri Quon, Kurt and Cindy
Radamaker (K&CR), Hugh P. Ranson,
David Rawlins, Geoffrey Rogers, John L.
Roser, James S. Royer, Lawrence Schmahl,
John Schmidt, David Seals (DSe), Dave Shu-
ford (DSh), Brad Sillasen, Gregory P. Smith,
Peter Spino, John Sterling, Mary Beth Stow,
Ellen G. and James H. Strauss (EG&JHS),
Phil Swan, Bob Theriault, John Tiffany, Guy
Tingos, Les Todd, Gerald L. Tolman, Bob
Toth, Philip Unitt, Stanley Walens, Jan and
Hal Wasserman (J&HW), Richard E. Web-
ster, Pat A. Wells, Douglas R. Willick (Or-
ange), John C. Wilson, Irwin Woldman, Tom
E. Wurster, Barry R. Zimmer, Kevin ]. Zim-
mer, Jerry Zimmerman. An additional 50
observers who could not be individually ac-
knowledged submitted reports this season.
—Guy Mccaskie, San Diego Natural History
Museum, Balboa Park, P. O. Box 1390, San
Diego, CA92112.
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