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It was o ne of rhe wettes t springs on record , 
wirh reco rd-breaking precipitation in March, 

and signifi ca nt storms throughout the Re­
g io n in Ap ril and M ay. Nega tive effects o f 
the inclement wea ther on bird po pulations 
we re probably many; exa mpl es no ted were 
the Fork-railed Sto rm-Petrel wreck in mid­
April , a nd nes t ing fa ilures with Sa ndhill 
Cra nes in Modoc and mud swall ows in 
Marin (J E). Banding to tals at th e Coyo te 
Creek Ripa ria n Banding Statio n, Santa 

Clara, showed th e ove rall passage of land­
bird migrants to be abour a week late bur very 
stro ng, es peciall y for Swa inso n's T hrush , 
Wa rb li ng Vireo , Orange-crowned Warbler, 
and W ilson's Warbler. A low pressure system 
from rhe southwest May 12-18 prod uced a 
sign ifica nt amount o f migrant fa llour activ­
ity everywhere in rhe Regio n. 
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Abbrev iat io ns: B.S.O .L. (Big Sur Ornitho­

logical Lab, Monterey); C.V. ( Central Valtey); 

Cyn. ( Canyon); F. I. (Southeast Farallon Is­

land); H .S. ( Hayward Shoreline, Alameda); 

S.F. (San Francisco); ph . (photo on file with 
Regional Editors). All reco rds from F.I. and 

Palomarin should be credited to Po int Reyes 
Bird Observa tory. 

Loons to Tropicbirds 
Cali fo rni a's 3 rd Arctic Loon inhabited 

Bodega H arbo r, Sonoma, May 5-Ju ne (A . 
W ight , ph. t RAR, t J M, 
tCC, m.ob. ) and th e bird 
may have been present 2 
weeks ea rlier (D Ash , fide 

JM ). Three di ffe rent Yel ­
low-b illed Loo ns were seen 
and video taped offshore 
Monterey Ma r. 19 (AB , 
DLSh, ph . LLu), p rov in g 
rh ar two immatures had 
w intered th e re, both sin ce 
December. T he adult was in 
alternate plumage when last 
seen Ma r. 26 (A B, D LSh). 

T he Laysan Albatross rhar 
frequented Pr. Arena Cove, 
Mendocino, fo r mo nths was 
joined in synchronized fl y­
ing by a 2nd individual Mar. 
22 (D. Wilcove, tSC R)! 
O ne was seen through Ma r. 

27 (m. ob.). H ave they ser­
ri ed so mewhere o n our n . 
coas t as pre-breeders? An­
o ther onsho re Laysan Alba­
tross was rescued Mar. 27 in 
Ben ic ia, Solano, and re­
leased at Pr. Reyes Apr. 1 
(D. Ri ce) . In rh e CV., a 
Northern Fulmar on C lif-

Arctic loon at Bodega Harbor, California, 
May 6, 1995. Third state record. The large 
white flank patch is obvious here, and the 
heavy bill and head can be discerned. 
Photograph/Ruth A. Rudesill. 

to n Court Fo rebay May 14 made th e first 
reco rd fo r bo rh Contra Costa and rh e Re­
g io n's entire interio r (tSAG) . A M anx 
Shearwarer was repo rted from F. I. , M ar. 22 
(fide KH ). Bl ack-ve nted Shea rwa cers re­
mai ned numero us to M ar. 6, when 17 1 
passed Pigeon Pr. (PJ M), and th ree Aew 
past El Jarro Pr. , Santa Cruz, as lace as Apr. 
20 (D LSu). 

Stro ng winds produced a wreck of Fork­
ra iled Sto rm - Petrels rh e full length of our 
coas t Apr. 15-2 1. Th e pea k was 300 in 
Monte rey H arbo r Apr. 18 (DR), many of 

which fe ll prey co W. G ulls (S FB, JSo). Noc 
obvio usly wind rela ted , a smaller o nsho re 
movement occu rred May 14- 20 , especiall y 
at Bodega H arbo r, where the peak was 12 
May 18 (RS). Se pa rate reporrs of a Black 
Storm-Petrel in Monterey H arbor Apr. 19 
& 2 1 (W. To rdu ff, G . C hanioc) res t o n irs 
blackish color and size large r than che sur­
rou ndi ng Fo rk-ca il eds. T he earli est previous 
reco rds have been in M ay. 

Always a Regio na l rarity, an ad. Red­
billed Tropicb ird was 19 mi o ff Ano 
N uevo I. , San Mateo, May 16 (tJ . Po klen). 
A Brown Pelica n soa ring inland from Aro­
mas to Pru nedale Apr. 20 was a first for San 

Benito (KVV) . A fir st nes tin g fo r e . S.F. 
Bay was the colony of Pelagic Cormorants 
o n W. Bro th e rs I. , Contra Costa, wh ere 
chere were 13 nests by May 2 1 (tSAG). An 
imm. Mag nifi cen t Fri ga cebird at Sa nta 
C ruz Apr. 28 (K. All ey) was ea rl y and im­
med iately fo ll owed a storm of subtropica l 
o rigin . 
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Herons to Waterlowl 
An ad. Litt le Blue H eron in Alviso , Santa 

Clara, May 6- 13 (m.ob. ) was the only re­
por t. Carrie Egrets were few, w ith one in 
Humboldt Ap r. 18-29 (G jH ) and :<; 18 in 
Monterey M a r. 25-Apr. 25 ch e o nl y ones 
coascall y. A pauciry of White-faced Ibis re­
ports from the C.V. made ic difficult coeval­
uate che species' scacus there chis seaso n, ex­
cept rhac che colony ar Mendoca W.M.A. , 

Fresno, remained vigorous, with 1332 Aying 
co and from there Apr. 23 (PJM). 

Up co 40 G reater Whire-fronted Geese ar 
Pr. Reyes May 20-27 (RS , Wh , J M) were 
exceptio nally late coasra ll y. Two blue­
morph Ross' Geese were am ong many Ross' 
staging at Lower Klamath N .W.R. , 

Siskiyou, Mar. 25 (RE). T he Emperor 
Goose a t Bodega, Sonoma, prese nt sin ce 
winrer, was las t seen June 6 (BRe) . Unusual 

away from its wimering or staging areas, an 
"Aleutian" Ca nada Goose Aew by Pigeon 
Pc. , San Mateo, Mar. 4 (tRSTh). 

Four Eur. Green-winged Tea l Mar. 
I-Apr. 29 and approximarely 33 of 36 
Blue-winged Teal M ar. I -May I 4 were 
coastal and expected numbers durin g 
spr ing (m. ob.), bur a lack of repo rts from 
the C. V. suggested so me Blue-winged Teal 
went unreported . A Eur. W igeon at Soli nas 
Lagoo n, Marin, May 15 (RS ) was the lasr 
repo rted. O nl y one of fo ur Tufted D ucks 
Mar. 4-Apr. 2 1 was known to have win­
tered in rhe S. F. Bay Area (m.ob. ). More un­
usual was a wel l-documented Tufted Duck 

X scaup sp. in San Mateo Ma r. 15-2 1 (t ph . 
RSTh , t DSg, D. H eim). Winter's rrong 
showing of O ldsquaws co ntinued into 
spring, with 15- 16 reporred. All were alo ng 
th e immediate coas t , except for singles at 
H .S., Alameda, Apr. 2-14 (RSa, JMR) and 
Mare ls., Solano, M a r. 12-A pr. 17 (W. 
Neville, RLC L). An impress ive >33, 000 
Surf Sco rers passed by Pigeo n Pr. , Mar. I 9. 
Approximately one-half of those Aew by in 
2 hours, and 5600were rallied in 4 minures 
(RSTh)1 

Raptors 
Ba ld Eagles ar L. Berryessa produced their 
first nes rlings in Napa after spo radi c nes t­
bui lding since I 985 (G . Gamble). Illustrat­
ing the spread of nesting rapcors inco urban 
area was a Cooper's H awk nesr right over a 
picnic area and a busy dog walk at Fore Fun­
sto n, apparently the first for S.F. (DSg). An 
ad . N. Goshawk at Boonville, Mendocino, 
Mar. 5 (RLe) was farther south than ch is 
species is usually seen in the Coast Ranges . 
The Broad-winged Hawk repo rted ac Five 
Brooks, Marin, Mar. 24 (MDH ,fide HG) 
could have wintered locally, but the ad ult at 
Pescadero , San Mateo, May 29 (t BMc K) 
was clearly a late spring migrant. Six Swai n-
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so n's H awks near King C icy, Monterey, Apr. 
20 were ac the same place as a larger Aock in 

April 1994 (J. Banks). Is chi s beco ming a 
regular scopoveri Si11gle Swainson's Hawks 

passed Soquel, Santa Cruz, Apr. 2 (DLSu) 
and Loma Pri eca Ridge, Santa Clara, May 
19 (S BT, MMR). They are always rare near 
th e coast. Interest ing Red-tai led Hawks in­
clud ed o ne with all -white plumage at Mt. 
Sa n Bruno, San Mateo, Mar. 16 (R. Ta ini ) 
and a "Harlan's" at pencevi lle W.A., Yuba, 
Mar. 4 (t B. W illiams) . A Ferruginous 

Hawk ar Marina Mar. 3 1 was the latest ever 
for Monterey (DR). Noc normally sociable, 
eight Golden Eagles soared cogerher ar Ho­
p land, M endocino, Apr. 3 (C EV, RJK) and 
nine roosted in o ne tree there May 2 (J . 
Dayton). 

Rails to Shorebirds 
D ueting C lapper Rails at H.S. through end 
of rhe pe riod suggested breeding chere for 
th e first rim e (RJR) . A Co m. Moorhen ar 
MacKerricher S. P. , Mendocino, Ap r. 30 
(J RW) was rare on rhe n. coasc. 

Fl ooding co ntinued ro rhwart nes tin g 
Sandhill C ranes at Modoc N.W.R. , Modoc, 
where up co 75% of nests were lose in May. 
Coascal ly, a Sa ndhill C rane presem since fa ll 
was last nored in Monterey Apr. 19 (m.ob.) 
and orher singles (or rhe sa me?) were at rhe 
Marin headlands May 15 (AMF) , Bodega 
Bay, Sonoma, May 19-June 7 (m.ob.), and 
the Russ ian R. mouth May 27 (LLu). 

Wintering Pacific Go lden-Pl overs were 
last noted ar Pc. Reyes May 2 (LCo), but 
cwo ar Montezuma Slough, Solano, May 3 
(JGE) were migrams. A go lden-plover Ay­
ing N at Pigeon Pc., Sa n Mateo , Apr. 20 
(PJ M) was the only o ther migrant reported. 
Two Snowy Plovers ar Lower Klamath 
N .W.R. , May 14 (R E) were pres umed mi­

grants as they have not nested there in sev­
eral yea rs. 

Among ren Soli tary Sa ndpipers Apr. 
8-May 6 was rh e Region's ear liest ever in 
Sonoma Apr. 8 (AW, BOP, DH). One Ap r. 
l 4 was though r co be Sierras first (tMMC). 
This species is very rare in California e. of 
the Sierra cres t during spring. A Aock of 19 
Wa nderin g Tattl ers at El Jarro Pr., Santa 
Cruz, Apr. 20 (DLSu) was an unco mmon 
sigh t for a species norma lly enco untered 
singly or in small groups. Four RuddyTurn­
scones May 14, one Red Knot Apr. 28, and 
one Sa nderling May 18 , a ll ac Lower Kla­
math N .W.R., were ra re (but regul ar) mi­
grants rhere (RE). T hree Red Kn o ts ac 
McKerricher S.P. , Mendocino, May 7 (DT) 
were rare along the n. coas t. Single Semi­

palmated Sandpipers in Alameda at Albany 
Apr. 23 (JM) and H .S., May I (RJR) mer 
the recent spring average. The Baird 's Sand­
piper in Alviso, Santa Clara, Ap r. 17 (PJM) 

marked che lowest spring curn our sin ce 
1990. A Pecto ral Sandpi per was at College 

L. , Santa Cruz, Apr. 19 (DLSu); this species 
is nor as expected in spring as the previous 
one. Sti lt Sandp ipers at Novato , Marin, 
Ap r. 25 (RS) and Al viso, Santa Clara, May 
2-4 (tAME, PJM) were on ly th e Region's 

4 th and 5th in sp ri ng. A basic-plum aged 
Wi lso n's Phalarope at Rave nswood , San 
M ateo, Mar. 5 was suspected of winte rin g 

loca lly (RSTh). A widely noted passage of 
Red-necked Phalaropes coasca ll y Mar. 

12-29 involving I 7 records of at leas t 330 
indi viduals was unprecedented (m.ob. ). 

Since 1970 th ere have been less rhan ren 
March records of obvious spri ng migran.ts. 
Though strong winds co ntributed co their 
presence onsho re, an ea rl y passage of such 
scope is d iffi cult to explain . 

Larids to Alcids 
An ad. La ughing G ull nea r Table Rock, 
Santa Cruz, May 24 (t DLSu) fit che usual 
parcern of alternate-plumaged birds around 
Monterey Bay in spring/summer. The first 
chree Franklin's G ulls Mar. 19-Apr. 17 were 
first-year birds. ext came rhree adults plus 
a subadu lr near Davenport, Santa Cruz, 
Ap r. 26 (DLSu) chat probably were th e 
same four birds that visited Pigeon Pc., San 
Mateo , between Apr. 30-May 16 (RSTh , 

tSCR, BS). Finally, five adults plus a first­
summ er bird at Lower Klamath N.W.R., 

Siskiyou, May 28 (BY, C Y) showed breeding 
behavior in rhe area where Cali forn ia nest­
ing has been proven. An ad. Little Gull Aew 

past Pigeo n Pc. , Apr. I I (BS). An imm. 
Littl e G ull ar Alviso M ay 4- 11 (PJM , 
t MMR, tSC R, m.ob. ) was Santa Clams 
first. Perhaps the imm. Little G ull at H .S ., 
Alameda, May 16-17 (R. Li ndeman , t RJR) 
was the sam e bird. An ad. C om. Black­
headed G ull visited H.S. , Apri l 11 (t RJR). 

Lase yea r's nes ting pair of H eerma nn's 
G ulls recurned co Ano Nuevo I. , San Mateo, 
and were on eggs May 25 (GJS). W inter's ir­
ruption of G lauco us Gu lls lingering into 
March included a documented 3 rd-year 
bird at Gazos C r. , San Mateo, Mar. 12 
(t BMcK). Surprisingly, only cwo fi rsr-year 
G laucous Gu lls stayed past March: Alviso 
Apr. 12-16 (PJM , MMR) and BolinasMay 
IO (KH ). An alternate-plumaged Sabine's 

G ull at Ho llister sewage po nds Apr. 13 
(t KVV) was the first for San Benito. 

Two Elegant Terns at Pescadero C r. , San 
Mateo, Apr. 30 (DPo) and onear H .S. , May 

17 (J MR) were the only ear ly reporcs. A n 
unseasonal first-basic Com. Tern ac Moun­

tain View, Santa Clara, M ar. 10- 16 (tL. 
C hibana, tSCR et al.) was suspected of hav­
ing wintered in Cali fo rnia. A Least Tern ap­
peared at Alameda Apr. 8 (LRF et al.). O ur 
on ly ea rli er reco rds are: Elkhorn Slo ugh 
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Mar. 27, 1968 and Pigeon Pt. , Apr. l , 1977 . 
T hree Leasts passing Pigeon Pt. , Apr. 11 (BS) 
we re also ve ry ea rl y. T his species is se ldom 
see n there, probab ly because most of rhem 

migrate across the Santa C ruz I:1rs. (AB 4 1: 
1483 & 42: 130). Two Leas t Terns fo llowed 
many Forster's Terns No n this route at Capi­
tola, Santa Cruz, Ap r. 19 (DLSu). H ayward 
hosted 1 IO Least Terns May 11 (RJR, VL), a 

very large migrant concentration. 
Migrant Black Skimmers numbered 

:', three at Elkhorn Slough , Mo nterey, Ap r. 
27-May 2 (J. Gideon, SRv, T. Newberry) and 

one at Prince to n H arbor, San Mateo, May 
17-18 (BS) before singles serried around S. F. 
Bay at C harleston Slough, Santa Clara, May 
8-1 7 (5. Long, tSCR); Brooks I. , Contra 
Costa's first, May 9- I 4 (SAG , m .ob.); and 

H.S. , May 17 (RJR). By May 26, 2 pairs were 
courting at H .S. (RJR). 

May I brought H .S. its first Cassi n's Auk­
let (RJR), which is always very rare inside S.F. 
Bay. The fresh ca rcass of a Parakeet Auklet 
was found on Li man tou r Beach, Marin, Mar. 
12 (fide RS) , providing more evidence that 
this species came closer than usual to our 
shores rhis wi nter. 

Pigeons to Woodpeckers 
Band-railed Pigeo ns occasionally wand er 
onto the C.V. Aoor during any seaso n, as sin­

gles in Stockton , San Joaquin, Mar. 30 and 
Apr. 20 attested (DGY). They are regular in 
the low foothills of the n. Sacram ento Va lley, 

bur 75 near Reddin g, Shasta, Apr. 14 (BY, 
CY) was a very high count. Roadrunners in 

San Jose Mar. 3 1 (M. Brei rhaupt) and s. Yolo 
Apr. 16 (M. Schied r) had few rece nt prece­
dents. A Burrowing Owl that wintered lo­
cally near Shasta Valley, Siskiyou, was last ob­
served Apr. 19 (RE). T here are few winter 
records for our mountain valleys. T he Barred 
Owl heard and seen at Stewart's Pt. , Sonoma, 
May 26- 27 (ON , DE, ANW, BOP, D H o) 
was presumably the same as one first detected 
there in I 990 (AB 45:3 l 7) . 

Lesser N ighthawks were nes ting aga in in 
Cache C r. , Yo lo, May 27-June 6 (S rH ) as 
three birds and a nest were fo und . O ne was 

just e. of G ilroy, Santa Clara, Apr. I 8 (JAC, 
C. Moores) where they formerly bred. Black­

chinned Hummingbirds were all as common 
in the San Jose area as las t yea r (SC R et al.). 
Though not as intensely surveyed as in the 
past , at leas t 23 birds were noted , with rhe 
first a male at Coyote Cr. , Santa Clara, Apr. 8 
(LC h). A nes ting Anna's Hummingbird at 
Henry Coe S.P., Santa Clara, Apr. 16 (JY, 
AL) was considered a rare breeder char high 
in chis portion of rhe Diablo Range (WG B). 
Still "in residence," the o Costa's Humming­
bird char wintered in Watsonville, Santa 
Cruz, was observed behav in g territori ally 
into May (A. Harold , J . Rosendale). Seven 
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Cos ta's in Arroyo Valley, s. of Li ve rmore, May 
20 (MMR) included Alameda's first nes ting 
record. N ine Calliope Hummingbirds are. 
Fo lsom L. , Placer, May 6 (BW) was a nice 
co nce ntrati on, though rhe spring passage 
there is annual. One in the Santa C ruz Mrs., 
May 15 (DLSu) was one offew Santa Cruz 
records. 

Las t dates for winterin g Yellow- belli ed 
Sapsuckers were Ed Levin County Park , 
Santa Clara, Mar. I 6 (MM R), and Davis, 

Yolo, Mar. 23 (ANW). One along Butano 
C r. , San Mateo, Ma r. 24-28 (BMcK) also 

may have wintered loca lly. Rare migra n t 
Red-naped Sa psuckers were at Walnu t 

Creek, Contra Costa, Mar. 2 1-27 (J . Good­
man et al.) and Canyon Rd ., San Mateo, Ma r. 

28-Apr. 2 (BMcK) . A courting pair of Red­
breas ted Sapsuckers nea r Pescadero, San 
Mateo, in March (t BMcK) successfull y 
nes ted in a red alder by the period 's end ; rhe 
neares t regul ar breeding stations along the 
coast are in n. Sonoma. Q uite unusual e. of 
the Sierran cres t durin g spring, a N uttall 's 
Woodpecker was at Sa ttl ey, Sierra, Apr. 1 
(t EDG). 

Flycatchers to Shrikes 
O li ve-s ided Flyca tchers alo ng Long Ridge 
Rd. , Santa Cruz, Mar. 27 (DLSu) and at Garin 
Regional Park, Alameda, Mar. 30 (RJR) were 
two of our ea rli est on record. Consistent with 

recent springs, a strong Empidonax Aycatcher 
migration was noted for all w. species save the 
threa tened Wi llow, with only three in the 
grea ter S.F. Bay area in May. O ne hun dred 
twenty-seven H ammond's Mar. 23-May 27 
and 22 Duskys Apr. 18-May 16 were m11n­

bers that nea rl y matched the record-breaki ng 
totals of 1991. Nea rly all were noted in inte­
rior woodlands of rhe grea ter S.F. , Sacra­
mento, and Stockton areas, except for eight 
Hammond 's coasrally from Mo nterey to S.F. , 

Apr. 19- May 26 (B.S.O.L., JBo, SRo, SGe, 
DSg, BS), and single Duskys at the Big Sur R. 
mouth May 6 (SF B) and in S.F., May I 4 

(DSg). Impress ive was rhe 37 Hammond 's 
near Del Va lle Res., Alameda, May 13 
(MM R). An unprecedented 34 transient G ray 
Flyca tchers were found over rhe entire Region 
w. of the Sierran crest Apr. 14-May 16. Nota­
bles were six on the imm ediate coast May 
14-16 (B.5 .O.L. , RS, JEH ), and nin e near 
Folsom Res., Placer, Apr. 16-May 14, where 

two birds stayed the entire date span (t BW) . 
W intering E. Ph oebes we re last noted at 

Pr. Reyes Stat ion Mar. 14 (MOH), Davis 
Mar. 16 (EOG) , and San Jose Apr. I (SCR). 
Nesting Cassin's Kingbirds were again at the 
Tracy Golf Co urse, San Joaquin, Apr. 22 
(WRH et al.), and one at Harkin's Slough 
May 2 (L. Fisher) was Santa Cruz's 2nd. T he 

W. Kingbird at L. Tahoe, Placer, May 20 
(BW) appeared to be the first fo r the Tahoe 

Basin in spring. A Scisso r-tailed Flycatcher 
was in the C rann ell Botro ms, Humboldt, 
May 26 (M . Hinton , t J EH etaf.). 

Repeated visits to th e Purple Martin 
colony site at Kent L. , (one of Marin's 2 mar­
tin colonies) produced a sigh ring of only one 
bird Mar. 3 1 (J E). The scattered nesting sites 
of this declining species should be monitored 
regularly. Thirty Bank Swallows at a nest site 
along the American R. , Sacramento, Apr. 12 
(EOG) was encouraging as recent nes ting at­
tempts in the area have been inconsistent due 
to habitat loss. Slowly ex tend ing their range 

southward , two Gray Jays at G ualala R. Re­
gional Park Apr. 23 (RoM , C hW) es tab­
lished Sonoma's first record , with one staying 
until May 27 (ON, LLu) . A wanderin g 
Clark's Nutcracker at Ano Nuevo Mar. 27 (P. 

Keel , GJS) was San Mateo's 2nd. A late mi ­
grant Red-breasted N uth atch was in Pacific 
Grove, Monterey, May 30 (RC, DR). 

Th e M t. Bluebird in Del Puerto Cyn. , 
Stanislaus, May 29 (G FB) was one of few 
transients ever reco rded in May. Lin gering 
Townsend 's So litaires in Cold Cyn. , Yolo, 
Apr. IO (]Tr, BM o) and Hopl and , Mendo­
cino, Apr. IO (CEV) , with four still on Mt. 
Saint Helena, Sonoma, Apr. 14 (ANW) , were 
undoubtedly related to rhe strong winter in­
Aux. The passerine hi ghli ght of the Seaso n 
was th e Veery at Moss Landin g, Monterey, 
May 19 (t DR, t RC), the Region's 3 rd in 
spring. The wintering N . Shrike at the Ukiah 

sewage po nds, Mendocino, remained until 
Ma r. 25 (CEV). 

Vireos to Warblers 
A plumbeus Solitary Vireo was in Monterey 
May 16 (DHp); our Region ave rages less 
than one per sp ring w. of rhe Sierra , so sup­
port in g detai ls are encouraged. Marin co r­
nered all three N. Parulas for one of our 

poorer showin gs in recent sprin gs: Shi elds 
Marsh Apr. 26 (JE), Bear Valley Apr. 26 (RS), 
and Pt. Reyes May 3 1- June 2 (RS, JM etaf.). 
The Yellow Wa rbler on Mt. D iablo, Contra 
Costa, Mar. 3 1 (SAG) was 3 weeks ea rly for 
th e interi o r. The Magnolia Warbler in So­
quel , Santa Cruz, successfull y wintered until 
Ap r. 14 (DLSu). O ur warbler highlight was 
the o Black-throated Blue Warbler in S.F. , 

May 28 (AS H ), rhe Region's 3rd in spring. A 
very rare Yellow-throated Warb ler was at Pt. 

Reyes May 3 I- June4 (RS, t JM etal.). 
Three Palm Warblers at Pt. Reyes Apr. 

8-22 (LLu, D . Zito), Apr. 9 (B. Walker) and 
Apr. 27 (RS), and another at B.5.O.L., Apr. 22 
better fit the timing pattern of migrants than 
vagrants. One in C hico, Butte, Mar. 11 (t R. 
Red mond, J. Redmond) probably wintered 
loca ll y, one offew for the interio r. Our lone 
Blackpoll Warbler was ar Pescadero May 29 
(RSTh). The Black-and-white Wa rbler at 
Tom ales Bay S. P., Marin, Mar. 2 1 (CCo) 
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li kely wintered local ly, as may have one in che 
in terior at Lodi L. , San Joaquin, Apr. 8-12 
(DGY, WRH , D. Wagner). Lase wintering 

daces fo r Am. Redsrarr and N. Wacerthrush 
were Mar. 28 at Branciforte C r. , Santa Cruz 
(DLSu) and Mar. 17 at Macadero C r. , Santa 
C/am(SCR), respectively. A singing Com. Yel­
lowch roar at Spenceville W.A., Yuba, May 3 1 
(BW) wa a pos ible nesrer in an area where re­
cent surveys have revealed none; their breed­

iog sca rus in rhe Sierran foothills is now prob­
lematic due ro habitat loss. Two Hooded 

Warblers met the recenc ave rage: Pescadero 
May 12-13 (RSTh, SCR), and H .S., May I 5 
(RSL, RJR;Alamedas firsc). 

Tanagers to Finches 
The wintering Summer Tanager in Palo Alco 
was lasr observed Mar. 19 (SBT). A spring va­
grant was ar Las Tram pas Regional W ilder­
ness, Contra Costa, May 27 (Bo B). Three 
coastal Rose-breas ted Grosbeaks Apr. 15-

May 26 and one slightly inland at Grant L, 
anta Clara, May 27 (tSCR) equalled an aver­

age spring. In addition ro a pair of Blue Gros­
beaks rerurning fo r their 5rh year, another pair 
and rhree territori al males near San Lucas and 
King C iry, Monterey, Apr. 22+ (CHo, J Bn, H. 
Kronkhyre et al.) gave strong indications rhe 
upper Salinas Valley is being reco lonized. A 
singing o Indigo Bunting rerurned to Rohn­
err Park, Sonoma, May 8- 11 (ON, DSh) for 
ics 2nd spring, and anorher was near Pescadero 

May 29 (RSTh). 
The winter ing Green-rai led Towhee in 

San Jose remained unril Apr. 9 (SC R). Sev­

eral pairs of C hipping Sparrows were nes ting 
again ar the Spenceville W.A. in Apri l and ar 
Granite Bay, Placer, May 2 1 (both BW). 
Current breeding in rhe lowlands around the 
C.V. is very poorly understood! A very rare in 
spring C lay-colored Spa rrow was in Daly 
C ity, San Mateo, May 28 (DSg) , an d a 
Brewer's Sparrow was a vagran c ro rhe coast ar 

Half Moon Bay May 20 (RSTh). Four Ves­
per and fi ve Savan nah sparrows at Martis 
C reek W.A. , Placer, May 20 (BW) were act­

ing ve ry terri torial , bur were probably linger­
ing lace. Nesting by either in the C.V. or its 
foo thill s wo uld be unprecedented , though 
Savannahs may breed very peripherally in rhe 
Sacramento Delea. Seven Sage Spa rrows 
along che American R. , e. of Auburn , Placer, 
May 19 (BW) were from an area where 

breed ing has no t been dececred since the 
mid-eighries. 

A Gra shopper Sparrow n. of La Honda, 
San Mateo, Mar. 12 (FrT) either wintered lo­
cally o r was a very ea rly migranr. T hey again 
bred along Meiss Rd ., e. Sacramento, as fo ur 
territor ial males were observed April-May 
()Tr). A wintering Harri s' Sparrow in 
Cordelia, Solano, was lase observed Ma r. 28 
(J &S Tarpley). Rare spring migrants were 

VOLUME 49, NUMBER J 

noted in W. Sacramento Apr. 22 (V. Turner) 
and Cosumnes R. Preserve, Sacramento, Apr. 

30 (K. Radamaker). Afre r a 6-week absence, 
the fo ur winteri ng C hestnut-colored 

Longspurs e. of San Jose reappeared Apr. 
1- 10 QiD) before departing. 

T he Regiona l co nquest by Great-ta iled 
G rackles co nri nued. San Joaquin's first ap­
peared in Srockron April 1994 (B. Hockhal­

cer) and was fou nd aga in chis year nearby 
along che Calavaras R., Mar. 4-Apr. 15 (N . 
Ballot et al.). The counry's 2nd was s. ofTracy 
May 30 (A DeM). Siskiyous firsr visited both 
Yreka and Lower Klamath .W.R., May 
1- 13 (N EC, RE, SW H , m.ob. ). Seco nd 
county reco rds occurred ar Alviso, Santa 
Clara, Ap r. 28-May 6 (S BT, tSCR et al.) and 
H.S. , Alameda, May 14- 26 (DES , C. Ped­
dle). Finally, one was in Tiburon, Marin, Feb. 
25-Mar. 25 (G Hg, m.ob.). AN. "Baltimore" 
Orio le at the Big Sur R. mouth , Monterey, 
May 28 (CHo, CT) was a rare find , but paled 

next ro o Scott's Orioles ar Golden Gate 
Park, S.F. , Mar. 18-Apr. 9 (ASH , tSC R, 
m.ob.) and As ilomar, Monterey, Mar. 30 (t K. 
Krause). Fi nches made liccle no ise except fo r 
chree Cassin's Finches at Sama Rosalia Mc. , 
Mar. 6 (t DLSu) chat established Santa Cruz' 
first we ll -documen ted record , and ano ther 
wand ering assin's on Mc. Diablo, Contra 
Costa, Apr. 5 (KGH). 

Corrigenda 
T he Swainson's Hawk published in AB 
47:450 as being in Santa Cruzwas acrually in 
Santa Clara, and ochers ques tioned that rhe 
bird could be identified given the view. T he 
N. Parula in Mariposa cited in AFN 49:5 was 

in Bear Cr. Can yon June 5. 
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