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Our more common seabirds were scarce
this season, but some rarer species, such as
South Polar Skua, were often found in
numbers. Starting in October, wintering
waterfowl numbers in the Region were the
highest in a decade, due to the breaking of
the drought, great productivity on the
breeding grounds, and better management.
Amazing was the discovery of a breeding
population of Black Rails in the Sierran
foothills of the Sacramento Valley. Even in
our heavily birded Region, there is still so
much to be learned.

Thrushes invaded the Region, and it also
appeared to be a good fall/winter flight year
for owls, Cedar Waxwing, and Pine Siskin. It
was a modest season for true rarities among
passerines, but many of our more regular oc-
curring vagrants continued to be found in
high, often record-breaking, numbers.

Abbreviations: C.C.R.S. (Coyote Cr. Ripar-
ian banding Station, Santa Clara); C.V.
(Central Valley); Cyn. (canyon); El. (South-
east Farallon Island, S.E); G.G.R.O. (Golden
Gate Raptor Observatory); H.S. (Hayward
Shoreline, Alameda); S.F. (San Francisco). All
records from EI. and Palomarin should be
credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory.

Loons to Pelicans

An ad. Yellow-billed Loon off Pacific Grove,
Monterey, was still in full alternate plumage
Nov. 7 (1SFB). Very few have shown alter-
nate plumage in California, but one did at
the same location Oct. 10, 1987 (Western
Birds 23:100).

Pink-footed, Buller’s, and Sooty shearwa-
ters were often scarce. Flesh-footed Shearwa-
ters showed in good numbers, witheight—ten
at Cordell Bank, Marin, Oct. 8 (RS, DLSh)
and one—five on 12 other trips (DLSh,
m.ob.). Montereys and the N. Pacific’s 2nd
Greater Shearwater off Pt. Pinos Oct. 1-2
(DLSh, ph. JMD, tm.ob.) was most oblig-
ing on the 2nd day. However, strong winds
then scattered the shearwater rafts, frustrat-
ing Oct. 3rd’s amazing boatload of Califor-
nia’s birdingelite. A dark shearwater, appar-
ently a Sooty, over S.E Bay Sept. 7 (1SCR)
flew from San Mateointo Santa Clara. This
was the first shearwater for the Bay in either
county. The 300 Short-tailed Shearwaters on
Monterey Bay Nov. 27 (DLSh) was our high-
est count since December 1986.

Two views of a Greater Shearwater off Pt.
Pinos, California. Second record for Mon-
terey County and the North Pacific Ocean.
Photograph/). Michael Danzenbaker.
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12-14 (GJS, tRSTh ez al) providing only
the 3rd Regional record. This species last oc-
curred in our Region at Pt. Reyes, in Septem-
ber 1984. The Region’s first record was a
singing male in Talarein July 1969.

Tanagers to Finches

Seven coastal Summer Tanagers Aug.
26-Oct. 18, and 17 coastal Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks Aug. 1-Oct. 15 were consistent
with high totals of recent falls. An apparent
Rose-breasted X Black-headed grosbeak
was noted at EI., Oct. 1. Eleven coastal
Blue Grosbeaks Aug. 25-Oct. 5 (five on
EI.) was a fall record. A near fall record 10
Indigo Buntings was also found coastally
Aug. 28-Oct. 20. An apparent “pure” pair
of Indigo Buntings feeding young near
Pescadero, San Mateo, Aug. 14-21 (}
BMcK, tRSTh) may have constituted the
species first nesting in the Region, though
the purity of such individuals may be ques-
tionable, as mentioned by Shuford in The
Marin County Breeding Bird Atlas (1993).

Very rare Dickcissels were at Pt. Reyes
Sept. 13 (RS), Pt. Pinos, Monterey, Oct. 6 (*,
fede SFB), and Eureka Oct. 20-21 (V. Jacoby,
1tDFx et al). Our token coastal Am. Tree
Sparrows were two each at Pt. Reyes and EI.,
Oct. 4-26. It was a bull market for Clay-col-
ored Sparrow as our fall total topped the cen-
tury mark for the first time: 705 coastal birds
Aug. 24-Nov. 27, with 31 on EI alone!
Continuing the Spizella onslaught, 18
coastal Brewer’s Sparrows Aug. 13-Oct. 22
wasalsoarecord total. Oneat Folson L. State
Park, Placer, Sept. 4 (BM) was very rare in
fall for the C.V. foothills. A Black-chinned
Sparrow at Horse Meadows Aug. 15 (C. Cor-
ben, ES, L. Hug) appeared to be a first in the
fall for the Mono Basin; their status e. of the
Sierran crest is still very uncertain.

Six coastal Black-throated Sparrows Aug.
23-Oct. 16 was reflective of their invasion
into the West this past year. A modest eight
Lark Buntings were found coastally Aug.
23-Oct. 8. Montereys 3rd Sharp-tailed
Sparrow was at the Carmel R. mouth Nov.
6-14 (RFT, tDR, m.ob.). Our only Harris’
Sparrow was at E1., Oct. 20. The McCown’s
Longspur at Pt. Reyes Oct. 23-26 (MiF,
m.ob.) was the Region’s first in fall since
1987. Chestnut-collared Longspurs away
from traditional sites—EI. and Pt. Reyes
(eight birds)—included singles at Redwood
Shores, San Mateo, Nov. 1 (PJM), e. of San
Jose Nov. 1 (+SCR), and Montereys2nd e. of
Gonzales Nov. 22-28 (1SFB, DR).

An above-average 27 Bobolinks graced
the coast Aug. 21-Nov. 25. In addition to
three coastal Rusty Blackbirds Oct. 1-24
was Modoc’ first found in the S. Warner
Wilderness Oct. 23 (J Tr). Mendocino’ first

Orchard Oriole was at Ft. Bragg Sept. |

17-18 (1JRW, DT et al.), while another
was at the Waddell Cr. mouth, Santz Cruz,
Sept. 26 (JCS).

Sixty Gray-crowed Rosy-Finches in the S.
Warner Wilderness Oct. 23 (JTr) were ap-
parently of the Hepburns race. While Red
Crossbill and Evening Grosbeak went rela-
tively undetected, it was a great fall for
goldfinches, characterized by the 62 Pine
Siskins and 107 Lesser Goldfinches on EI.
during the period.
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—Stephen E Bailey (loons to pelicans, raptors,
larids and alcids), Museum of Natural History,
165 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950;
David Fix (bitterns to ducks, rails to shorebirds),
Box 4331, Arcata, CA 95521; Daniel S. Singer
(warblers), 830 Reina Del Mar Ave., Pacifica,
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