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GUY MCCASKIE

In general, species breeding in Southern
California benefited from the winter’s rains
and the resultant lush growth of vegetation,
utilizing areas unsuitable in dryer years.
Highlights included nine species of terns to-
gether in Orange County and nesting
Pyrrhuloxias in eastern San Bernardino
County.

Abbreviations: N.E.S.S. (north end of the
Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); S.C.R.E. (Santa
Clara River Estuary near Ventura, Ventura
Co.); S.D.N.H.M. (San Diego Natural His-
tory Museum); S.E.S.S. (south end of the
Salton Sea, Imperial Co.); S.EK.R.P. (South
Fork Kern River Preserve near Weldon, Kern
Co.). As virtually all rarities in s. California
are seen by many observers, only the ob-
server(s) initially finding and identifying the
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bird are included. Reports submitted with-
out documentation are not published.

Petrels to Herons

Two Cook’s Petrels together at the N.E.S.S.
and another (one of the two?) along thee.
shore of the Salton Sea July 15 (GMcC),
with single birds reported around the
N.E.S.S. through July 23 (EP, DPo, RST),
marks the 3rd time this species has been
found on thisinland body of water.

A female or imm. Anhinga was reported
flying over Irvine, Orange, July 30 (SGM);
this species is an accidental straggler to Cali-
fornia, with only 3 accepted records. Mag-
nificent Frigatebirds were scarcer than nor-
mal, with an immature at Crystal Cove
S.P/Upper Newport Bay, Orange, July 30
(DL, SN) being the only one seen along the
coast, and single immatures at S.E.S.S., July
2 (RH) & 14 (KI) and three together at
N.E.S.S., July 18 (EP) being the only ones
seen around the Salton Sea.

Two pairs of Snowy Egrets nest building
in a mixed rookery of Great Blue Herons
and Great Egrets in MorroBay S.P. in May
(TME) provided the first evidence of breed-
ing in San Luis Obispo, but the outcome is
unknown. At least 3 pairs of Little Blue
Herons are believed to have nested in San
Diego this summer (REW); this species is
now resident in this area. A.Tricolored
Heron on s. San Diego Bay June 3-9 (CH,
REW) was somewhat unseasonal since most
occurrences along the coast are in the fall
and winter; one at the S.E.S.S., May 13 re-
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