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nrelated to El Niiio, a fuel oil spill at

Humboldt Bay November 5 affected
thousands of loons, grebes, scoters, and
murres, with 500 dead and 485 live birds
delivered to the emergency care center.

Landbird migration was generally con-
sidered to be poor, with numbers of “east-
ern” vagrants well down (contrasting
sharply with last autumn’s strong showing).
Numbers of western migrants were also
generally low, according to some banding
stations, suggesting poor productivity.
However, some of the low numbers might

be attributable to unusually fine weather in
September and October (except in the
northwest, where weather systems pro-
duced more typical numbers of vagrants,
bucking the trend for the rest of the coast).
What was “poor” for observers may have
been excellent for the birds themselves;
possibly many overflew our Region without
the need for weather-delayed fallouts Also
we received no Central Valley reports this
season, and some rarities posted on rare
bird tapes or the Internet were never for-
warded to us with details. Nonetheless we
were treated to some interesting vagrants,
headlined by Dusky Warblers from Asia
and a scattering of “Mexican” species well
north.
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