502

southern pacific
coast region

GUY MCCASKIE

t was a relatively warm and dry summer

throughout the Region, with most of the
rain coming as heavy thunder showers in
the mountains and eastern parts of the
Region, as expected. Breeding Bird Atlas
work continues to produce discoveries of
local interest. An influx of Magnificent
Frigatebirds occurred in late June—early
July, and an unusual number of late/lost
migrants were found outside their expected
breeding areas.

Abbreviations: E.A.F.B. (Fdwards Air Force
Base, s.e. Kern Co.); FC.R. (Furnace Cr. Ranch,
Death Valley N.M., Inyo Co.); N.E.S.S. (north end
of the Salton Sea, Riverside Co.); S.C.R.E. (Santa
Clara R. Estuary near Ventura, Ventura Co.);
S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial
Co.); S.FK.R.P. (South Fork Kern R. Preserve near
Weldon, Kern Co.). Since virtually all rarities in
s. California are seen by many observers, only
the observer(s) initially finding and identifying
the bird are included. Documentation for
species on the California Bird Records
Committee (C.B.R.C.) review list is forwarded to
the C.B.R.C. Secretary (Michael M. Rogers, P.O.
Box 340, Moffett Field, CA 94035-0340) and
archived at the Western Foundation for
Vertebrate Zoology in Camarillo.

LOONS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS

A basic-plumage Com. Loon on L. Isabella,
Kern, July 8 (MTH); two on L. Cuyamaca,
San Diego, during the entire season
(A&TK); and four on nearby L. Henshaw

July 17 (CGE) were obviously summering
locally; one or two are found on the larger
lakes in this Region every summer. A N.
Fulmar off the Newport Beach pier, Orange,
June 30 (JEP) and another about 60 mi s.w.,
of Pt. Loma, San Diego, July 19 (BM) had
probably been present in S. California
waters since the incursion of these birds in
the spring; small numbers are normally
found off S. California this time of the year
following winters with numbers of N.
Fulmars this far south.

An ad. Brown Booby was on Morro
Rock at the entrance to Morro Bay, San Luis
Obispo, July 5 (MG). The ad. Neotropic
Cormorant found at S.E.S.S. Apr. 28 was
present through July 12 (MMR), and
another adult was at N.E.S.S. June 14-July
16 (MAP); there are still less than a dozen
records of this species in California.

There was a major influx of imm. Mag-
nificent Frigaterbirds from the Gulf of Cali-
fornia into the s.e. portion of the Region in
late June/early July. The earliest were one
along the Colorado R. over Picacho State
Recreation Area, Imperial, June 23 (SG) and
three together at S.E.S.S. June 25 (GMcC).
Numbers rapidly built to a maximum of six
at S.E.S.S. June 27 (GMcC) and 16 at
N.E.S.S. July 6 (WJM), with multiple birds
present through mid-July; the latest were
one at S.E.S.S. July 19 (GMcC) and another
remaining at N.E.S.S. through Aug. 8
(GMcC). One near Lakeview, Riverside, July
5 (RH) and another over the Prado Basin
near Chino, San Bernadino, July 20 (JEP)
had probably moved through the Salton
Sea, and the same could be said for one in
the Owens Valley over Tinnemaha Res.,
Inyo, July 6 (MTH) and another (same?)
photographed about 40 mi s. at Diaz L. the
same day (MTH). Along the coast, single
immatures in Santa Barbara June 28 (JEL)
and at Bolsa Chica, Orange, June 29 (BS)
were the first to be seen, and were followed
by up to two together at half-a-dozen loca-
tions along the coast from San Diego to San
Luis Obispo (one near Pt. Piedras Blancos
July 4; A&HY) during the next week.
Reports (16 from 12 locations between San
Diego and San Luis Obispo) continued
through the end of the period, with three
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Bernadino), Shirley Carter, Ryan Chornock,
Charles T. Collins, David Compton, Daniel
S. Cooper, Elizabeth Copper (San Diego),
Therese R. Clawson, Brian E. Daniels, Don
Desjardin (Ventura), Tom M. Edell (San
Luis Obispo), Claude G. Edwards, Alan M.
Eisner, Richard A. Erickson, Wayne Ferren,
John Gallo, Kimball L. Garrett (Los
Angeles), Peter A. Ginsburg, Karen S.
Gilbert, Martin Gilbert, Carina Gjerdrum,
Steven Glover, Tom Gray, Robert A.
Hamilton, Robert W. Hansen, Lori
Hargrove, Karen A. Havlena, Matthew T.
Heindel (Kern), D. Mitch Heindel, Tom &
Jo Heindel (Inyo), Roger Higson, Brad
Hines, Mark A. Holmgren, Marshall Iliff,
Curtis O. Johnson, Paul Jorgensen, Ann and
Tom Keenan (A&TK), Steven A. Laymon,
Joan E. Lentz (Santa Barbara), John S.
Mariani, Elizabeth Mason, Chet McGaugh,
Margaret McIntosh, Robert McKernan
(Riverside), William J. Moramarco, Brennan
Mulrooney, Stephen J. Myers, Bill
O’Connell, Leo Ohtsuki, Bob Pann,
Michael A. Patten, Robert Patton, James E.
Pike, Jill Raftleson, Michael M. Rogers,
Michael San Miguel, Bill Sauer, Susan
Smith, Emilie Strauss, Scott B. Terrill, David
Trissel, Philip Unitt, Ken Weaver, Richard E.
Webster, Grant B. Weybourn, Mary
Whitfield, Judy Wickman, Douglas R.
Willick (Orange), Mark C. Winer, Tom E.
Waurster, Alice and Howard York (A&HY),
Dick Zembell. An additional 50+ observers
who could not be individually acknowl-
edged submitted reports this season.

a;y McCaskie, San Diego Natural History
Museum, Balboa Park, P. O. Box 1390, San
Diego, CA 92112. ”
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Place names that are frequently men-
tioned, but very long, may be abbreviat-
ed in a form such as “C.B.B.T.” or
“W.P.B.O.” Such local abbreviations will
be explained in a key at the beginning
of the particular regional report in
which they are used. Standard abbrevi-
ations that are used throughout Field
Notes are keyed on page 428.
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